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Know the requirements of local building codes

BY READER'S DIGEST BOOKS
FOIt AP SPECIAL FEATURES

Before you even think about
picking up a hammer to moke a
change to your house, make sure
you know the requirements of
your local building code.

Building codes are detailed
regulations covering nll aspects
of building canstruction, includ-
ing alteration, repair, use, occu-
pancy and maintenance, The,
ensure that all buildings meet
minimum standards of health
and safety,

Most communitivs ndopt, in
whole or in part, one of the com-
prehensive model codes devel-
nped by builders, architects and
building officinls throughout the
country, But communitics can
make any changes they want in
these codes,

The codes deal with building
dusign, the quality nnd strength

of materials, and building tech-
niques. They also cover electrical
wiring and equipment, plumbing
fixtures and sewage systems,
furnaces, chimneys, air vents,
cooling devices, fireplaces, large
appliances and so on.

Codes are enforced by a local
building official. That person has
a copy of the local code that you
can gec. (Codes con sometimes
be found at the public library as
well), The building officinl can
answer any question you may
have about the code.

Building codes were originnl-
ly designed to prevent unscrupu-
lous builders from constructing
unsafe buildings, The original
regulations were specification
codes, d:ctntmg that construction
proceed in o certain way using
specffied materinls,

Specification codes have
largely given way to perfor-
mance codes, These vstablish

Cranbrook.

New Listing — IN BIRMINGHAM

AN IN-TOWN CHARMER. Full width front
porch, updated kitchen, with new
refrigerator, microwave, central air & many
new windows. Hardwood floors, walk-up
third floor attic. Beautiful landscaping &
deck. $299,900 (660141WAL).
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] Which Route Is Best?

Whats the best way to locate the perfect | Working with "By Owners also means
] home for you and your family? Shoudd wilting your own sales contract, vesifying
1 youseea real estate agent, or godirectly | Information provided by the owner, and
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J During your first call, ask fox the price. purchase offer, and take care of detalls.
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1-800-965-50LD
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certain strength and safety stan-
dords for construction. They
allow the use of various materi-
als and techniques provided the
standords are met.

Codes nre not intended to
forbid the use of alternate mate-
rinls and techniques. The
building official is usually
empowcered to approve designs,
materials and techniques not
specified in the code if the offi-
cial determines that they meet
the safety performance stan-
dards of the code.

The officinl can allow devia-
tions if standard practice causes
you unusual inconvenience or
hardship, such as the alteration
of n house constructed before
there were building codes. The
official can also advise you if
there are histerical restrictions
that moy apply.

Before you start work, apply
to the building official for n work

\

SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES

mo$309,900

permit, for which there is a fee.
At that time, ask what will be
required in terms of detoiled
drawings of the pruject and
mnaterialg nnd techniques you'
will employ. For major wark, cer-
tification by an architect can be
required.

Permits generally are not
required for minor repnirs or
alterations, A permit may not be
required if there is no cutting
away of a wall, removal or cut-
ting of structural support, or
alteration or replacement of
plumbing, gas or electrienl nys-
tems. Consult the building offi-
cinl when in doubt,

After you have the permit,
arrange for the building official
to inspect the work in-progress
as required by the code, Never
proceed until the necessary
inspection is made. The building
inspector can force you to tear
down anything that obstructs

the view of whatever must be
inspected.

Because your building offi-
cinl may have a limited inspec-
tion schedule, set up an appoint-
uwnt well in ndvnncelnl‘n neces-

a separate offense, a misde-

*meanor, each dny your work vio-

lates the code. You could be
fined, and tje building officinl
could ferce you to stop work and
pruvcnt you I'rum eccupym[,

your
schcdulc with the building offt-
cial’s so that you will avoid sit-
ting oround with an unfinished
job nwaiting inspection. That can
be costly il you use subcontrac-
tors.
1t ig vital that you obey the

building official. You are guilty of

youare b
After the final inspection,
when all construction is complet-
ed to the official’s satisfaction,
the building officinl will issue n
certificate of oceupancy. This will
legally allow you te occupy what
you have constructed.

Preserve basics in wallcovering

{MPS) - The clns-
sics are back in
more ways than one
- fashion, furniture,
cven paint and wall-
coverings. And,
through its Preser-

vation Palette, Sher-
win-Williams has
captured the clossic
colors that reflect
the rich American
culture from the
early Victarian age

to the suburban-
modern era of the
1950s.

This collection
reflects the colorful
history of America
and includes the sig-

But The Nei hbors
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At Miller's Crossing, our large family homes are luxuriously casual

and carefully woven into the rich tapestry of nature, Be among the first

to sneak preview our gorgeous new furnished model while we're
applying the finishing touches. Only 38 homes will be built on
expansive wooded homesites, many larger than an acre, with plenty

* Private pathway to the

of opportunities for walk-out and lookout lower levels.

40 Acres of neighborhood parks -

Stony Creck Metropark

® Rochester schools

Where Nature is Part of the Plan...
Open noon to 6 p.t. daily (closed Thursday) (8 10) 608'0700

IR

nificant historical
eras that define the
culture, from Colo-
nial Revival to the
Jazz  Age and
beyond. The collec-
tion's newest addi-
tion, Preservation

ings and Lorders,
are designed
expressly to coordi-
nate with the rich,
historic toncs of
Preservation Palette
interior paints.

These exclusive
walleoverings cele-
brate the true colors
of American heritage
and create an casy
way for home deco-
rators to achicve n
professional look
that suits the histor-
ical significance of
their homes. The
line features a time-
less collection of
rich, historic colors
developed over seve
eral of America's
most exciting
decades. These col-
ord, patterns and
styles are designed
to reflect past deco-
rating cras but are
equally beautiful in
today's homes. The
result is a striking
blend of compatible
hues, textures, bor-
ders and walleover-
ings that take all
the guesswork out of
decorating.

Linda Trent, Sher-
win-Williams diree-
tor of color & design
marketing, points
- out that most paint
colors in the collec-
tion came straight
out of the company’s
own archives and
were supplemented
with research by the
Roycroft Associates
of East Aurora, N.Y.
Sherwin-Williams
professionals then
used these historic
interior colors as a
basis in the design
of the Preservation
Palette line of wall-
coverings and bor-
ders.
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AMERICAN FINANCE & INVESTMENT 800-562-5674 OLD KENT MORTGAGE 800-792-8830
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1SyrFIX . 75 0290 5% 45days Equity ans, loss {115 y7 FIX 7925 0 5% 45days 767 elng your cwn hoe, eredt
1T ARM . 20 5% 4Sdips . tanpordectcrodt. 1y ARM 55 U0 5% 45cays 58 mhm vdthxiq pro-approva)
s25Bakoon 7375 0290 5% 45dap OpnSnunti2:00, QUEyrARM 825 200 5% 45dyys 657 stment proparty.
(A) 39111 W. G Mile Rd., Livonia, M1 8151 (D) 17167 N. Laurel Park, S, 334 Livonla, MI 48152
FIRST ALLIANCE MORTGAGE CO. 810-433-9620 HSTANDARD FEDERAL BANK 800-643-9600 EXT. 6975
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Palette wallcover- .

CONSUMERS CALL 888-509-INFO.

LENDERS CALL 800-509-4636.
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