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Signing off: A radio station’s plan
to pay a bounty for political signs
from the recent election cam-
paigns has angered some politi-
cians. /A3

Death with dignity: A group is
working to put the issue of “death
with dignity” before the state’s
;;oters on-the 1998 November bal-
ot.

e

Officials: It’s Cattleman’s

The report is in: A rooftop air con-

denser at a local market was the source

of the deadly bacteria that killed four

and sickened 30, according to county
/7| health officials. .

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFP WRITER

Cattleman’s Market — with its
Thanksgiving display of corn-
stalks and haystacks outside —
hardly resembfed the place where
health officials say a deadly bacte-
ria harvested in a rooftop air unit.

Shortly after a 1 p.m. Friday
nows conference, traffic in and
outside the Uptown Plaza market
off Grand River and Orchard Lake
remained busy as people weore
picking up items for the weekend.

But shoppers had not yet heard
that State and Oakland County
Health officials pinpointed the

source of Legionnaires' diseaso
outbreak, which Ied to four deaths
and 30 reported cases,

Officials from Cattleman's dis-
agree with tho findi

in the area.

“I haven’t been here in a month
and half,” said Rosenthal, 79, who
travels from Southfield to shop at
Cattl ’s. “ . . I've had my car

“It doesn't come from fruits and
vegetables, does it?,” asked Marge
Pruitt, who had a bag groceries.
“It's kind of scary.”

Like others since the outbreak,
the Farmingten Village Co-op resi-
dent retraced her steps in late
September when health officials
said most camo in contact with the
Legionella bacteria. “I might've,”
Pruitt said when asked she'd been

in the shop..

“The prices are good on the .

fruits and vegotables, I've never
had any problems in there, I find
it clean and nice and the people,

especially the manager, are so ™

friendly.”
Health officials bsed Friday's
news conferonce to stress the

Seo 8OURCE, Al

Taste Buds: Chef Larry Janes
explains step-by-step how to pre-
pare your first Thanksgiving Day
turkey./B1

Healthfui eating: Don’t let the holi-
days go to “waist.” Dietitian
Peggy Martinelli-Everts offer tips
for keeping pounds off during
this season of sweet tempta-
tions./B1

Cinderella Hawks: Surprising
Farmington Harrison played for
the championship of the Western
Lakes girls basketball tourna-
ment Friday./C1

Football playoffs: Seven-time state
champion Farmington Harrison
played Detroit Chadsey./C1
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House also-ran
chases muggers

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
STAYY WRITER

Steve Dibert may have lost his bid to represent the
37th District in Lonsing, but he actively campaigned
until the 11th hour. . =

The Farmington Democrat, 20, lost to Ropublican
Andrew Raczkowski in the Nov. G election for state
representative but didn’t find out until late in the
evening — after chasing away a pair of muggers.

" A real Leglonnalre: Robert Pier; a member of the American L'egian and a World War II
veteran, pushes a grocery cart in front of Cattleman’s Market, said to be the source of
the outbreak of the Legionnaires’ disease. “I was in World War Il and the Korean War"

said Pier. "I ain’t gonna worry about that Legionnaires’ disease.”

The word spreads through Farmington :

s

STATY PHOTO EY LAWRENCE R. MCEIT

Market
won’t

accept :
verdict

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

Officials from Cattleman’s Market
are not ready to nccept the verdict
that a rooftop air unit at its Farm-
ington store is the sole source of a
recent Legionnaires’ discase out-
break.

State and county health eofficials
.any water samples taken from a
rooftop air condenser found a high
concentration of Legionella bacterin,
which led to four deaths and 30.
reported cases of the disease. The

+ air-cooling unit has been sanitized
and is safe, health officials added.

“I don't disngree with most of

- what I read in the report,” said

“~David Rohtbart, president and CEQ. -
of Cattlemnn's Market in a written’
statement. “I am moro concerne:
about what's nat there,” V

Cattleman's Market hired an”
environmental consulting firm,
which finds faults in the Michigan
Department of Community Health's
report. Among those was that the -
condenser waa cleaned six weeks +3
before the outbreak, Cattleman’s-;-]
Market officials aid. R

The consultant also questions, -
why only 17 of the 30 cases are epi-
demicalogically linked.to Cattle-
man's Market. .

State and county officials stand -
by their findings.

*They tako serious disagrecment -
with this conclusion. We are not *
here to indict Cattlemnan'a Market,
who surely did nothing intentional
to create this public health hazard,”
said Oakland County Exccutive L.
Brooks Patterson. “But the investi-
gation leads to the doorstep and to
the top of that building.”

High levels of Legionella bacte-

Bco RE3PONSE, A2

ing the Civic Theater ... eve

Dibert had been
at a campaign
gathering at the
Botsford Inn on
Grand River when
he went out to hia
truck to get a
bumper sticker for
a supporter at

a political assassina-
tion. You'll go to the
electric chair.’

Bl ‘Iif you shoot me, it's

Steve Dibert

—House candidate

BY TOM BAER
STAFP WRITER

So. .. now wo know: It's Cattle-
man's.

An air unit atop that food mar-
ket in the Uptown Plaze on Grand
River in lower Farmington was the
sourco of the deadly Legionnaires'
disenac, gnupty health officinls

about 10:16 p.m.

— bad news if you're with Cattle-
man's; good if you work elaewhero
— to sweep through the businesses
on Grand River, Farmington's
muin drag. .

So many air conditioners were
suspect; 50 many were checked by

tho health depnrtment.
“For us, I'm glad they found it,”
said Melissa Heikkila, of

the Cook Building. “I'm sorry for
them (Cattléman’s), though,

“I've hod five people call mo'so
far,” Heikkila said. “They were
:hnying:l ‘My gosh, we buy our meat

ero.

Hciltkila said heavy media cover-
age of the Legionnaires’ outbreak
hurt business at the Grand Cafe,

inlly on weekd

the Grand Cafo in the basement of

day they were right next to our
door,” she snid.
At the Chamber of Commerce

S ereah e

office on Thomas Street, offico -

manager Diane Lis said, “I just

hope it doesn’t hurt their (Cattle- .

man’s) businesa, because it (the

outbreak) is over. But you know

how people are.”

- *I was going to .

my truck when I

heard this waitress shouting and struggling,” he said.
h (o,

oy,
It didn't take long for the word

“The TV news was always dhow- Seo REAGTION, A2 e

“1 yolled at the guy and he turned and d
graphic threat).” .

The woman was baing escorted to her car by tho
desk clerk at the time. Two men, had approached the
pair. Once had grabbed the woman and put a pistol
against her ribs and demnnded her purse.

Tho woman told police the man had told her and tho
clerk to “keep quiet or elsa I'll shoot you both.”

Dibert, in the meantime, did not heed the men's
warning, but inatend begnn chasing them. He 2aid it
looked oz if tho gun's safety wasa on.

Tho unauceessful eandidato took a little vorbal
license.at that point,

*I shouted at them, ‘Go ahead and shoot moe, you
idiot, 'm n political condidate,™ he eaid. ®If you shoot
me, it’s a political assassination. You'll go to tho elee-
trie chair.” Ho believed me.”

Tho man inued backing up, twice,
“That led mo to believe this was an amateur,” Dibert

oo MUTGING, A2

Home ownars take note
free seminar for home buyers, sponsored
by a Realtor, bankers and & home inspec-
tor, will be held 6-8 p.m. Wednesday, Nov, 13, at
the Dawntown Branch of the Farmington Com-
munity Library, Liberty and State strecta, " -
For reservations or more information, call
Hazel Locklear at 478-6000.

‘The Immigrant Experiencoe’
A panel discussion on *The Immigrant Expo-
rienco” will be held 8-9:16 a.m. Thursday,
Nov. 14, at the Farmington Center, 33000
Thomas Street, Farmington.
Tywo questions to bo discussed: What are some

FARMINGTON FOCUS

Sovoral p by actunl i
Tt taeludi

About the Clvil War s
ave Finney, North Farmington High
Sehool history teacher, will speak on “Tho

Civil War: A Living Legacy” at a mecting of the

Farmington Genealogy Society at 7 p.m. Tucs-

with ties to the F an

day, Nov. 19, at tho Downtown Branch of the
Farmi [ nity Library, Liberty and

ca —
Farmington Hills Mayor Alde Vagnozzi — will

be held.

" F will be d by Samir A.
Haddnd of the Fartnington Publie Schoola and
Polly Meyers Bach hio of Qakland C i

. "

Stato strects.
‘The program s open to the public at no charge.

Items for Fe Focus may be mailed to!

ty College, Orchard Ridge campus.
“The Immigrant Expericnce” is !p?qsgm:i by

the Farmington Observer, 33411 Grand River,
Farmington 483365; faxed to 477-9722; or dropped

the Farmington/Farmington Hilla ur-
al/Multiracial C: ity Council. Tho group

issues facing i ? and What i
1

monthly p on diversity.

o through in a tand with a different lifestyle,

Inngunge, educational aystem, ete.?

The programs are free and open to tho public.

off at the office. For the computer lits
crate, the Internet E-mail address is:
packy@oconline.comm.
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