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Montero
Sport may
rate as best
new truck
on the road
in 1997 .

By Anne Fracassa
Avanti NewsFeatures

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz.
Illdmg along the twisting, turn-
ing road they still call The
Apache Trail, you can see why
seores of unsuspecting colonists
were ambushed ond killed by

[ Native Americans.
' If you would have traveled in

a 1997 Mitsubishi Montero
Spurt back then, however, it
would’ve been a whole different
story. This all-new sport utility
vehicle from Mitsubishi can
take anything you can throw at
it. This is a go anywhere, versa-
tile and flexible vehicle that has

¢ the fine refinements of a grnnd
touring car.
* This Montero Sport is a

_ departure for Mitsubishi, a

company known for its hlghc!‘-
volume Eclipse, Mirage and
Galant. The bigger and older
,Montero, the company’s full-
Isize sport utility vehicle, is
expensive and has never been
seen as a volume vehicle by
| anybody.
_ But the new Montero Sport is
: smaller than the Montero and
is classified as a compoct aport
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utility. It has the look, feel, ride
and comfort of a large sport ute
and even has many of the
amenities of a large SUV.

Styling is very smart, From
its nggressive front grille and
stance to its distinctive rear
taillamp treatment, the
Montero Sport looks like it can’t
be tamed. But slip behind the
wheel, and you'll feel totally dif-
ferent.

The interior is very user
fncndly and not at all conquA
ing. Everything's in plain view

and casy to reach, You can tell

this vehicle was demgned for
the U.S. consumer. *

“Research told us that sport
utility buyers wanted the abili-
ty to go anywhero in their SUY,
yet still expcclcd lmpcccuble
on-road manners,” said Michael
Krebs, manager of product
strategy for Mitsubishi, “Our
goal was to develop a practical
vehicle to take the kids to and
from school on the weekdays
and a family project and vaca-
tion vehicle on days off”

Montero Sport does that, and
research shows that although
90 percent of today’s sport utili-
ty buyers want an SUV to be
capable of off-roading, only a
fraction of those buyers actual-
ly go off-road.

And why should they? Here
you're spending upwards of
$30,000 — or even $50,000 —
for an SUV and you're going to
scratch it up — or worse — by
off-roading in it? Yeah, right.

Mitsubishi engincers called

the Montero Sport “civilized
ruggedness,” That it has. It is
fully off-rond capable, but it has
the ride, performance and hon-
dling of & fine passenger car
and is actually a better value
than the Montero in many
respects, even though it costs
egs.

You don't have any problems
with room in the Montero
Sport. Headroom, hiproom and
legroom are quite adequate for
the rotund or the tall. Even
though there are assist grips
for all passengers — even rear
— you won't have any trouble
getting in and out of the
Mortero Sport.

The Montero Sport is avail-
able in ecither 2WD or 4WD and
you have two engines to choose
from: A 2.4-liter single over-
head cam 16-valve 4-cylinder
(132 horsepower) on the base
ES mode] or a 3.0-liter single
overhead cam 24-valve V6
engine (173 horses) on the LS
and XLS models.

Driving both, you'll seo a bit
of improvement in the V6's per-
formance. If you're planning to
do any hauling, plan on the V6
and outfit it with the trailer

‘package. Towing capability on
the 2.4-liter is 2,300 pounds,
while the V6 can lug 5,000.

Both engines can be mated to
a 5-speed manual or electroni-
cally controlled 4-speed auto-
matic.

The first thing my 3-year-old
asks when she gets in one of my
test cara is: “Where are the
cupholders?” There's no short-
age on the Montero Sport. It

has a whapping 12 cupha]ders
strategically placed th
the cabin,

The ES models rear seat is a
full folding bench. On the LS
and XLS models, there is a
60/40 split folding rear seat.
The base also folds forwaid,
allowing the rear seats to fold
flat. The front headrests can bé.
removed and the front seats’.
recline all the way back and can
be used as a bed.

There are storage arcas all
around, including the tradition-
nl glove box, a hox in front of
the automatic shifter, console
storage under the center arm-
rest, two in the rear cargo area,
two in the rear quarter pancls,
two in-floor storage arcas and
an nccessory socket is on the
right quarter panel as well.

Standard on all models is an
overhead console unit complete
with clock, map lamps, garage
door epener, sunglass holder
and a magnetic access card
holder. If you opt for the sun-
roof, you'll atill get an overhead
:onsolc with cleck, map lamps
and sunroof controls.

On the safety side, dual

airbags are standard, but ABS
is an_option. There are skid

plates standard on all models.

The rear hateh is designed to;
flip out and a tailgate comes;
down. You can also choose:l:
whether to have the outside;
store your tire or have it: ¢
cquipped with the spare under:; .
the cargo arca. Both rear treat™
ments aro radically differcnt
tiked it with the outside tir
atorage. It just looked mo:
SUV-like. —

Mitsubishi has a winnerZids |
the Montero Sport becausdsit: .
offers sensible transportation:
for everyday driving and is o lott
of fun if you really do go offz"
roading.

It may be the best new lruck
on the road this year, and with
a base price of $17,700, the!
Montero Sport should sell well.
— eapecially where buyers arc.
smart and sophmhcntcd a8
they are in Detroit's nurthurn
suburbs.

Anne Fracassa is senior cdimi-,
~of Avanti NewsFeatures, Tell us:
about your favorite car on the:
rond in our online reader poll:
by wntmg AVANTIIO54@aul con.;

1997 Mitsubishi Monlnm Sporl
Vehicle class: Compact sport»
utility vehicle,

Enginei 2.4-liter SOHC 16
valve 4-¢ylinder.

Milenge: 19 city / 22 hnghwny
* Where built: Japan,
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Automnatic transmission, air. p
conditioning, dual airbags, | -

power power, E
tit, cruise, rear window {"

¥ froster; AM/FM stereo and. .,
much move. Stock #560208.

R
B airbogs. Stock #145017.
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Nﬁu 1997 DODGE DAKOTA CLUB €AB)

3.9 ler V6, qutomatic tronsmission,
air conditioning, power windows,
power locks, cruise, sliding rear
window, SLT Plus package, tilt,
AM/FM cussette, o i

E'/97 B@BG@ GRAND @\RM&NW
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Automatic transmission, V6, oir
conditioning, enti-lock brakes,
dual airbags, seven passenger
seating, AM/FM sterco, rear | |
windew defroster, and mi
mon: Stock #11562S.
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