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MOVIES

Action Thrlller: Geena Davis (Samantha Caine) and Samuel L. Jackson (Mitch

Henessey) star in “The Long Kiss Goodnight.”

TLong Kiss Goodnight’ lacks credibility

BY BOB THOMAS
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

(AP} _ Would you believe that
the federal government contains
a secret spy cadre called Chapter
that acts as n death squad to
climinate its former agents?
‘That the group conducts terror-
ist attacks inside the United
States and blame them on for-
eigners in order to win more
funding for Chapter?

If you can swallow such whop-
pers and love to watch explo-
sions and random killings, then
“The Long Kiss Goodnight” i
just the movie entertainment for

ou.

1f, however, you prefer credi-
bility in your plots and maybe a
wee bit of humanity, stay away.

“The Long Kiss Goodnight”
tells you something about
today's movie business. Shane
Black's screenplay set a record
for its time when it was bought
for $4 million,

The credits list six persans as
producer or exccutive producer.
The director and star are the
husband-and-wife team Ronnie
Harlin and Geena Davis, whose

§No

METRO DETROIT’

| Royal Oak

last expensive outing, “Cutthroat
Island,” sank immediately.

Not that “The Long Kiss Good-
night” doesn't have a few
redeeming qualities. The killers
have a cavalier nir as they go
about their business. The din-
fogue often crackies, despite
occasional lines that eveke unso-
licited lnughter. The film's
biggest asset is Samuel L. Jack-
son, who can view the cvents
with a cynienl humor as the only
outsider,

The film begins with Saman-
tha Caine (Davis) teaching
school and keeping house with
her husband and young daugh-
ter in o quict New England

town. Her only problem: She.

con't remember her past (amne-
sia is one of moviedom's oldest
and most convenient cliches).

Her life is suddenly shattered
when a crazed gunman breaks
into the housc with a monstrous
gun and tries to kill her. Using
skills she didn't know she had,
she kills him.

S tha can't i

KEARY HAYEWNEW LIVE CINEMA

in
she leaves home to seck out tie
mystery. Along the way, she
enlists Mitch Henessy, a former
cop and felon, now working as an
investigator,

The pair hit the long, donger-
ous road, tailed by the sophisti-
cated killers of Chapter. They
need to destroy her because of
her knowledge of the agency’s
past misdeeds, The seript indi-
cates that the President (J.D.
Spradlin) knowa about the oper-
ation, and also that Chaptor
played a vole in the World Trade
Center bombing!

As Snmantha and Mitch meet
her pursuers and annihilate
them, her past begins to return
to her. She was Charlenc (Chor-
Iy), a trained killing machine for
Chapter. Now she uses her train-
ing to destroy her former col-
leagues, by the dozen,Renny
Harlins movies sulfer from aver-
reach, and “The Long Kiss Good-
night” continues that tendency.
The bombings get bigger, the
¢orpses more numerous, the
hand become the

» w‘hy

anyone would want to kill her.
But flashes from her past indi-
cate she is in dire danger, and
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Chapter's force becomes a small
army. And Geena Davis makes
Superman scem like a nérd.
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