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HCMA's system. Straddling the
Livingaton-Oakland County line
and 1-96 freeway, Kensington
surrounds Kent Lake, a 1,200+
acre impoundment of the Huron
River,

Underncath it lies an ancient
formation ealled the Antrim
Shale that bears oil and natural
gns.

BY TIM RICHARD
STAFF WRITER

Natural gas under Kensington
Metropark is helping the 13-
park system repair some of its
50-year-old facilities,

Williamn P. Sherman, director
of the five-county Huron-Clinton
Metropolitan Authority, revenled
in the bienninl report that
drilling revenue has helped build David Moil "
up a upecial fun; .2 million. avid Moilanen, spokesman

P o oD d of $2.2 million, for HCMA, snid drilling by West
Bay Explorntwn Co. over the
last two and onc-half years has
yielded HCMA a 20 percent cut
of the revenue,

“We have been very fortunate
in non-development gns-oil leas-
es located under Kensington
Metropark,” Sherman snid, *The
royalty revente from this new,
temporary source of income has
been dedicated to infrastructure
rc;:nirs throughout the authori-

Instead of putting the moncy
in the $42 million general fund
budget, HCMA's board set up a
“supplemental major mainte-
nance reserve” fund, dedicated to
large repair projects. The fund
supplements the general fund’s
“major mointennnce” account.

Kensington is the largest
{4,300 acres), most popular and
one of the oldest parks in

DONATE
YOUR CAR

RV ¢ Motorcycle
Free Towing ¢ Fast Service » Tax Deductible
WE MAKE IT EASY!

Call (810) 352-5272

Abdrchigan con-praly corporation
B0rang peopie win davn lopmental d.sabilios

28366 Franklin Rd.
Southfeld, Michigan 48034,/

So for, said Moilanen, HCMA
hns completed a $160,000 repair
job on Kcns(ngtons sewer and ©
pump station. Second project,
scheduled for 1997 and beyond,
will be a $2.5 million replace-
ment of the water system at
Metro Beach Metropark on Loke
St. Clair in Mocomb County.

Similar projects will be under-
taken in future years, depending
on productivity of the gas and oil
welis,

West Boy has found natural
gas at three sites:

e East of and outside the park
property, southwest of Milford
and Maple ronds. The company
drilled on a slant to capture
reserves underneath park prop-

iy,
¢ West of the winter sports
arca on the west side of the
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e In an isolated and unused
triangle of the park south of I-
96, north of Grand River Avenue
and east of Kensington Road.

Early in 1996 another compa-
ny, Wolverine Gas and Oil,
drilled further north, under
Kensington's group camp site
between Dawson and General
Motors roads. That exploration
produced nothing. .

HCMA has pruhlbxted any
development on its property,
allowing only drilling and trans-
portation.

HCMA was formed in 1940 by
voters in Livingston, Onkland,
Mocomb, Washtenaw and
Wayne countics. All its parks are
located atong the Huren and
Clinten rivers. HCMA's unpaid,
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Natural resources fuel park improvement plzmsz

soven-momber board has one
appointee from ench of the coun-
ties and two gubernatorial
appointees.

To underatand the Antrim
Shale, think of Michigan's lower
peninsula as a set of cook’s mix-
ing bowls. The newer, smaller
bowls are in the centor of the
peninsula. The older, larger
bawls are on the outside,

Look at the palm of your right
hand and visualize it as a map of
Michigan. The Antrim shale is
the bedrock on the tip of your lit-
tle finger, the knuckles of your
first three fingers, and the thick
muscle of your palm.

Professors Dorr and Eschle-

‘
i

man, in their Geology of Michi!
gan, tell how the Antrim xlmle
was formed:

“In the Late Devonian, vm.L-
quantitics of black mud wvru
awept into the Michigan Busin
from the enst as a result of uplift!
in the Appalochian Regian.
Thése muds formed the Antrimj
Shale... !

S

"The black muds, rich in
organic matter, indicate deposi-’
tion on n oxygenated sea floor
where decay was slow., The
Antrim Shale...is a sedimentary
deposit that accumulated during
a span of time that included,
parts of two geologic periods,”
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You Won't Have a Payment Until Spring 1997.
If you're looking to borrow using the equity in your home but want the
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