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Having

a ball!

Cornucopia’s success
spills over in 2nd year

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
STAFF WRITER

othing succeeds like
success,

And the sccond annual Cornu-
copia Ball is clearly in that cate-

RorYy.

Saturday’s benefit ball for the
Farmington Hills Community
Foundation for Children, Youth
ond Families wos more success-
ful than the first in providing
money that will help support
programs including the city’s
decentralized youth program.

“Last year, our first year, we
grossed just over $50,000,” said
Richard Daguanno, chairman of
the Farmington Hills Commis-
sion on Children, Youth and
Families. “It looks like we're
going to raise about double the
amount this time. I think next
year there will be a significant
incrense. Word's getting out that
this is the social event of the
year.”

Those ottending the event taok
part in auctioning while enjoying
cocktails and then sat down to a
gourmet dinner, .

The gourmet dinner included
escargot appetizers, herb
encrusted roast beef tenderloin
with Madagascar saucc and
baked Norweginn Salmon, desert
and cafe au lait.

Music and dancing began after
dinner with Steve King and The
Dittlies provided the music.

"It was absolutely wonderful,”
said cvent co-chairwoman
Joanne Smith. “We had 250 peo-
ple (the gonl) who were dreased
in their fincat. The music and
decor were superb and the bands
were wonderful. People danced
and danced.”

Smith said the hard work by
volunteers paid off when people
saw the beautiful decor at the
William Castick Center, She and
Daguanno agreed that the
event's overwhelming success
will carry through.

“I waa thinking about how
much work was involved and
that I wouldn’t do this again,”
Smith said. *The next day at
{unch we were planning next
year's.”

Dancers and look-
ers: At right,
Jody Soronen,
hamber of
Commerce
director, has a
dance with hus-
band Rusty.
Below, Debbie
Brock and Mary
Ellis look over
some of the
items slated for
the silent auc-
tion.

Doguanno said after the
event's initial success, sponsors
have been joining, with more
rendy to take part next year.

This year, Botsford General
Hospital, the Observer and
Eccentric Newspapers and
Michigan National Bank were
the honorary hoats.

“Undoubtedly our tax exempt
status this ycar has helped,”
Dagunnno snid. *And we will
qualify as o community founda-
tion next year and be eligible for
a Michigan income tax credit as
well.”

There were plenty of generous
bidders on the many travel pack-
ages, sports momorabilia and
other itcms at the auction. Itema
at auction included Red Wings
tickets, a catered Gourmet
Express dinner, o Grant Hill
autographed basketball, a
chance to be a Farmington Hills
f.refighter, police officer, state
senator for a day, jackets, golf

berships, golf equi
theater passes, dinner packages
and weckend getaways.

And the event's success could
translate to more donated items
for next year,

*Everything was positive,”

said. “The vol
are a little streased. And we still
don’t have final numbers from
tha auction.” .

The foundation was created to
help raise monoy to help the
city's children, youth and fami.
lies. One of the main benefactars
of the foundation will be the
decentralized youth program.

The program, which began at
the William Costick Center in
March, is'genred towards middle
school students. It provides
activities and study aids after
school including athletics, gnmes
and other activities,

The program provides unatruc-
tured time after achool that
allows children to socinlize, enjoy
themselves and avoid trouble.

The YMCA is also a site for
activitics and the ico arena’s
upstairs will also be used for the
program.

Daguanno said it appears that
the event could gross $100,000

or more.

Making thelr
points: The Cor-
nucopia Ball in

Farmington Hills
Saturday was
attended by peo-
ple with money to
spend for a good
cause, In the
photo above,
Cathy Webb han-
dles the bidding
as Richard
Daguanno holds
up a hockey stick
used recently bly
Red Wing goal-
tender Chris
Osgood. At right,
Paul Blizman
bids for the ser-
vices of Gourmet
Express, the com-
pany that catered
the charity ball.
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COMFORT MAKES AN APPEARANCE
DANA B AND KAREN'S CHARISMATIC LOOX OF SOFT AND WEARABLE VELOUR.
STRIPE VELOUR TUNIC, BLACK AND MULTI*COLOR. S12EE S*M-L ] 142,
VELBUR PANT, BLACKe 5I1ZES S-M<L $ 108, POLYESTER TANK,

SHOGKING FINK, SIZES B-ML $6 2,
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