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Odd Jobs from page DI

said Baldwin.
““**The comfort of a cushion was

80 you couldn’t feel the horse,”  one thing Buldwin definitely  patrol. He was a student of the
missed when he spent four
months training for the mounted

Detroit Police Departnient's
mounted division, which hosts

 O&E On-Line!”

NOW! Improved services for

/- less money!

ihscrihers have to Say about On-Line!

+“I called you on Thursday and I got the new software on
Friday—can't get any better than that. Thanks again for
your wonderful support.”

»“The new software was terrific—as easy to install as you
promised.”

* “0&E OnLine! is competitive, and much better than the commercial services.”
+ “Had the most incredibly speeding logon today!™

* “Way to go!!! I am ECSTATIC that I chose to renew.”

* Dauble System Speed—\Web pages come up faster, smoother
* More Connections—You can connect anywhere in the 313 and 810 area codes
* 50% increase in modem ports!

* More for Less—Reduced monthly service charge

is only *15.95 plus 100 free hours!
* Support Staff—available at 313-953-2278
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Ask for Byron. For a recorded message

dial 313-953-2266.
The WEB address for help is
http:/foeonline.com/help.html
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training sessions in Rouge Park.

“At first we did bare-back rid-
ing and I was purple from the
waist up for that twe months,”
recalled Baldwin. “Later we got
n saddle but it was cavalry style
with no pad and just wood cont-
ed with leather, That made it
horse friendly but not rider
friendly.”

Friendliness was not some-
thing Baldwin had to worry
about once he took to the streets
of Birmingham on horseback.

“I can get o crowd in five sec-
onds if I stand long enough,” he

+ said.

Q. Beyond attracting a
crowd, what exactly arc your
responsibilities on patrol?

A. “My basic job is PR. I go out
and I walk around the down-
town aren and my primary job is
public relntions. People want to
sce it and they want to come
aver and pet the horse. We're
obviously more accessible than
an officer driving by in a car so
people respond to that and we
give out directions all day long
to people that are lost.™

Q. So is law enforcement a
big part of the job or no?

A.*I'm actunlly looking not for
things that are going wrong but
things that are going right. Very
few incidents are self initiated I

just go around town and maybe
help find lost kida in the park or
things like that. I also tnke
reports at the station that peo-
ple walk in off the street to file.
{The report could be an accident
or stolen property.) We are
police officers first so I've got to
do that so I'm in and out doing
that all the time. * '

Q. I hear you're enjoying a
ride aboard a brand new
horse. How arc things going
between you two?

A. “She’s doing good. 1 brought
her in to town four months ago

and she just did her first parade,
the Hatloween parade and she
did phenomenal during that,
She's a Perchon thoroughbred
mix. Her name's Moondancer.”

Q. Are the horses trained
Jjust like you?

A, “Well yeah, We have anoth-
er guy that’s been to school for
actual training of horses and he
goes out and gets them used to
our type of riding. The horse
workouts six months to o year,
We still consider them in train-
ing until they've done it for a
year but it depends on the horse.
Like (Moondancer) still has
problems with trucks backfir-
ing.”

Q. How many horses have
you worked with so far?

A. “This is our third horse, We
had Spanky that we just sold
two months ago he's in scmi-
retirement. And the other horse
M&M, we hag to retire because
he had narcolepsy and he kept
falling asleep and falling over
when he was tied up.”

Q. Do you only patrol on
horseback during milder sea-
sons?

A, “We ride all year round
unless the weather doesn't per-
mit. Temperatures limits are
over 90 or under 30 degrees.
Like today we've got 30 mph
winds and gusts up to 50 that’s
not ideal horse riding weather.
The horses get really spooky
because they can hear things
that really carry in the wind and
horses are pretty spooky to
begin with.”

Q. Have you ever beon
tosscd out of the saddle?

A. “Only in training. I got
tassed twice,” .

Q. So how much time do
you actually spend riding
the horse?

A. “Conservatively, I'm in the
snddle maybe four hours o day.

We have to groom the horse and
1 have to drive out to the club
and go to the stables and pick
the horse up and put him in the
troiler.”

Q. Doos tho riding keop
you in good shape?

A. “Yenh you build up certain
muscles and you find eut quick
why horse people are bow-legged
and kind of have a rolling gait,
You learn to kind of hold your
knees in position kind of like a
Thighmaster.,”

Q. What's'the mast unusual
thing that hns happened to
you cut on the street?

A. “Well, one day I was on
M&M and he was a huge horse,
really big, tall and good looking.
Walking up Woodward I'm going
post these cars that aro angle
parked and sce these four people
sitting in this car smoking some-
thing out of pipe. So I walk the
horse up there and they don’t
sce me they're obviously not
expecting a horse,

Well the horse’s personality
was very inquisitive so he puts
his nose right on the passenger
window and the guy turns
araund and gets this leok on his
face like he just got hit with a
two by four. We got them and
took them in custody but the
guy's face was just priceless.”

Q. Did you cnvision this
type of police work when
you went to tho academy?

A. “No, I really didn't. But it’s
okay, 1 like it. It's laid back and,
it's a nice change of pace
beeause you,don’t have people,
constantly coniplaining. Like
when you pull them over for a
parking ticket and you've got
people that are mad or yelling or
upset. When you're on the horse,
people netually look for you to
have some interactions with
you,"

Microsoft unveils new online
travel service for web surfers

Microsoft has entered the
travel business.

The software and medin com-
pany launched Microsoft Expe-
din last week, a free travel
booking service, on the Web, The
dervice in part of Microsoft's
accelerated cffarts to expond its
presence on the Web. This fall

and winter it also is debuting
investor services, online games
and city entertainment listings
on the Internet, and is revamp-
ingy its Microsoft Netwark online
gervice into a gubscription Web
site with six “channels” of enter-
tainment and consumer pro-
gramming.

Expedia will let travelers
book nir travel, rental cars and
hote!l rooms through the
Worldspan reservation aystem
and pay for them via credit
card. They also can browse n
library of multimedia travel
guides with maps and informa-
tion.

Take an ApprrionaL 20% OFF

HEesSLOP’s EVERYDAY Low PRICES ON SELECT

DINNERWARE, FLATWARE, STEMWARE, AND GIFTWARE.

Hes!op's brings you the largest
“selection of in-stock merchandise
in Michigan. Choose from famous

names like Atlantis, Block,

Christian Dior, Cristal 1.G. Durand,
Dansk, Fitz & Floyd, Gorham,
Lenox. Mikasa, Nikko, Noritake,
Onelda, Pickard, Reed & Barton,

Rosenthal, Royat Doulton,

Royal Worcester, Sasaki, Spede,
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