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Wallboard is a fixer-upper’s best friend

Wallbonrd is used as a backing
throughout houses in the United
States. B it is 50

repairs ore ;,umg to be needed at
some time Lurmm. your tenure
- nsal

HOMES ABOVE THE LAKE.
PRICES BELOW THE COMPEITHON
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= Overlooking the sparkling waters of Morris Lake,
these stunning detached condominiums offer picture
perfect lakeside tiving. And, Woodcliff is by far West
Bloomfield's best lake front value. Just compare with
nearby lake lots approaching $1.000.000.

Priced from the upper $300,000’
"\ S 77,( ]

= ....‘
N

s

2

These repairs range from fix-
ing minor dents to replacing
entire sections of a wall. Tho key
element in wall repair is that
once you're done with the
repairs, the repaired area should
blend in with the surround sur-
face.

Standard wallboard is com-
posed of a fire-resistant gypsum
core sandwiched between two
tayers of paper. There are also
waterprool panels availuble for
use in the bathreom and other
damp areas.

Preparation

Plan your layout in advance so
you know how muny supplics
you will need. The larger the size

I, the fewer seams you'll
n your wall, s0 consider
uging lang panels, such as 10- or
12-foat nizesa. Panels can be hung
horizentally or vertically, but
horizontal placement is atronger.

Stack the wallboard against
the Just wall you plan to cover to
leave maximum floor spuce
available for working.

Examine the framing and
straighten bowed or crooked
studs by planing down high
spots, Install blocking wherever
joists are not available to give
ceiling pancls edge support.
Make sure all electrical boxes
are Mlush with the finished wall,
Wires should be at least 1-144
inches from faces of studs or
joists. If they aren’t, nail vn
mietal protectors.

It might be a good idea to rent
a wallbeard jack if you plan te
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redo the ceiling. The jack cradles
a full sheet of wallboard and can
raige or lower it with a crank.
The jack is also mounted on
wheels so you can pesition the
wallboard however you choose.

Ceiling panels

‘The first thing you should do
is mark all joist locations on the
sall plates go you knaw where to
nail after panels are in place.
Start on one wall and lift the
first panel into place and attach
to joists with 1-1/4-inch ring-
shank waliboard nails or 1.1/3-
inch type W screws, Start in the
center and work outward, apac-
ing nails seven inches apart, 12
inches if using the double-nail
technique, Screws should be
placed 12 inches apart.
Nails/serews should be at least
3/8 inch from the panel edge and
embedded slightly into the
paper.

Once the first panel is up,
mensure, cut to fit and install
remnining panels. Measure and
mnrk holes for clectrical outlets,
flues or other obstructions and
cut out with a wallboard saw.
Gaps around the obstructions
should be no more that 1/4 inch.

Wall panels

Once again, the first thing you
should do is mark all stud Joca-
tions on the ceiling and floor. For
horizontal pancls, place top
panel first and snug it up
against the ceiling, Bring the
bottem panel snug up against
the top panel and fill in any gaps

below with strips of wallboard.
Before attaching wallboard to
the studs, snap vertical lines to
indicate stud locations. Use
screws or nails to attach the pan-
els in place. Space nails cight
inches apart, while screws
should be 12 inches apart, Cover
al! outside corners with metal
corner beads and make sure to
angle nails away from the corner.

Taping

You will need a number of spe-
cinlized tools to tape and fill
joints properly. Those include
throee sizes of putty knives (a
three- or four-inch, six-inch and
n 10- or 12-inch), an angled knife
for corners, a tray to hold com-
pound, a sanding block, wall-
bonrd tape, joint compound and
tapping compound.

‘There are three applications
required to adequately finish
taping joints. In ly, mix the
compound with a limited amount
of water and spread a layer of
compound along the joint. Wet
the tape and lay it over the
joint/compound and smaoth it
with a three- or four-inch putty
knife.

After putting on the tape,
apply a thin layer of joint com-
pound with a four-inch putty
knife, Use corner tools for inside
corners and feather edges care-
fully.

Check the joint for dimples
and smooth any you find out
with a layer of compound. Let
the compound dry overnight and
then smooth by sanding or using

a wet sponge. Don't forget to flot-
ten any high spots with a putty
knife.

Use a six-inch putty knife for
the sccond application. This is
done mainly to smooth and
feather edges.

Do one side of inside corners at
a time, one this application and
the other during the third appli-
cation.

When the second application is
dry, sand again and apply a third
coat with the 10- or 12.inch
knifo: Don't forget to coat nail
dimples.

Once the compound is dry,
sand again and check to sece if o
fourth coat is necessary.

Painting \

Before you paint wallboard, it
must be sealed to prevent |
absorption of paint into the pan-
cls. Polyvinyl acctate (PVA) is ..
the most common primer on the .
market and creates an accept-, ,,
able surface for most latex
paints.

Don't use PVA primer where
you will be using wallpaper. It
prevents wallpaper from adher-
ing to the wallboard. If you plan
to use oil-bnsed paints, use an
alkaline primer.

Information for this article was
provided by the Do-It-Yourself
Encyclopedia and How To Build
Additions by Ortho Books.
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Come Check Us Out!

You have your reasons.

For a recorded message of
cument rate information. call

\x /OODCLIFF
On The Lake
1-8004US BOND
off Pontiac Trail in
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of Orchard Lake Road
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“America's Best Builder™

lntroducmg The Ravines of Woodlnnd
Lake, a brund new single-family home
community offered by Adler Building
& Devclopmcnt Co, Qurcreative, open
rgllms give youthe spncc you've

nlooking for.  ppgFIEY

RAVINES OF
OODLAND LAKE
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Discovcr the. perfect location and lifésf)(’fc'bi"
Bridge Valley. Elegance, history, conv nience -
and unsurpassed nattiral Lieauty just mmut '
on Henry Ford's formcr Country.Estate, ..

WHEN YOU HAVE THE HOTTEST SELLING
CONDOMINIUMS IN TOWN, THE WORD GETS OLIT.

5000 Town Center is news. HUGE Evergreen Road and Civic Center in srdn;ﬂdd ePlalny 'ﬂféﬁflhﬂcyh tocated off
N news. Huge condominiums. Huge Southfield. Closc to cverything. Far Hementary school - Holeomb Rood (between Ellis ;
panoramic views, Huge list of amenities from ordinary. Visit soon, before the -and Reese Rd.) just M"’l"ﬂ}

" of the Villoge of Clarkston in the
. Clarkaten School District, i
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only word left to pass on is “Sold!™
One, 1100 and three bedroom
multiple bath honies from the

'70's to the *190's,

like a private fitness center, sauna,
heated pool, lighted tennis courts, valet
parking and 24-hour Concierge. It's
also where you want to be.
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Complimentary wilet
parking for mode visitars,
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