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Road snow teams ready Wlth 80,000 tons of salt;

The Beverly Hille-bnsed Rond
Commission for Qakland County
will be ready for winter's
onslaught. Even a few
snowflakes right now should not
be a problem, said commission
spokesman Scott Kingan,
because ground temperatures
have not fallen dramatically. If
slippery conditions are encoun-
tered, Kingan said, they will be
znolr‘)’on overpasses and bridge

rders have been placed for
upito 80,000 tons of road salt to
kenp tho ronds passable this
wihter, reports maintenance
department director James
Dunleavy. In a normal winter, at
$28. a ton, the road commission
will, ,spend about $2,24 million
just’ for salt.

“The fact is, whether on the
basis of coat or overall effective-
ness, salt remains the best avail-
able product to help ensure the
sofety of the motoring public,”
said Dunleavy.

While salt will ngain be used
on many of the 2,500 miles of
ronds the commission is respon-
sible for maintaining, aalt can't
be used on gravel ronds; sand is
used instead. Conversely,
because it has no melting ability
and can eventually clog sewers
and storm drains, sand is used
only selectively on paved roads.

Tho road commission has a
flect of 140 salt trucks and 24
graders. They travel 86 pre-
cotablished routes created based
on traffic Nlow volumes and the

amount of time it takes drivers
to complete each route,

A systematic nlert system ig
used to call in drivers in the
event of precipitation that occurs
outside of rogular working
hours. From Nov. 1 to mid-
April, the road commisaion has o
designated *Snow Duty Officer”
on call 24 hours a day. These
poople follow guidelines to
decide how many drivers to call
in, and when,

Sinca some storms can produce
significant precipitation and lnat
8 long time, tho road commission
has trained extra volunteer
drivers who can reliove the regu-
lar road crews. “Because safoty
ie our first priority, our policy
prevents people from working
longer than 18 hours withaut at
least a 5.5-hour break,” Dun-
leavy said.

“Dopending on what you
include in the equation, tho pres-
ence of winter in northern states
is & key contributor to road dete-
rioration from potholes and
other damage that results from a
freeze and thaw climate. That's
why any comparison of road
expenditures in northern vs.
southern states must take all the
costs of winter into considera-
tion, costs that soma other states
need not bear,” Dunleavy said.
Not counting equipment costs,
the annual winter price tog for
salt, reguler time and overtime
is nbout $6.6 millien — juat for
tho rond commission alone.

Overtime goes with winter like
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anlt on the roads. It is often
while receiving overtime pay
that much of the rond salt is
applied. Far the 1898-97 winter,
the road commission has budgat-
ed some $2,2 million for over-
time coata,

Trucks and other road equip-
ment are another major cost of
grappling with winter, Dunleavy
said. “Thore is nothing more
damaging to a truck that winter
maintenance. Our seven- and 12-
yard dump trucks (which cost
$85,000 to $98,000 respectively),

* earry many heavy londs of corro-
sive salt. The vibration of the
plowa against the roads also
wreaks havoc on them, Mainte-
nance of these vehicles is critical
ond 8o is our need to replace
them on a timely basis. Even so,
“we manage to get about 10 years
of service from our trucks and
about 15 years for the $140,000-
a-copy graders.”

As now trucks are ordered, the
tond commission is equipping
them with a computerized salt
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spreading nppnrntus that
adjusta the amount of salt use
based on the speed of the vehi-
cle. “For salt to be effective, we
must put down 800 pounds per
two-lane mile of pavement.
Unfortunately, due to traffic or
other situations, trucks may
need to go fuster or slower. That
forces drivers to manually adjust
the amount of salt they put
‘down,” Dunlcavy said.

The new “compuspread” units
automatically compute the speed
and the amount of salt needed.
“Theso units add about $4,000 to
the cont of cach truck, but we

“think anyone who has lost con-
trol of a vehicle on a road that
needed more saltwould agree
they’re worth it,” Dunleavy said.

Of all the roads in the county,
bridges and averpasses are the
first to get slick. road commia-
sion drivers personally check
bridges and overpasses, and spe-
cinl sensora on some bridges and
overpasses linked to computer
monitors at the Dispatch Center
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in Waterford Township indicate
when slippery conditions have
been detected.

Another common situation in
winter creates a kind of public

relations problem, *Our Citizen.

Services Department and dis-
patchers often receive many calls
from people asking about when
their roads will be plowed or
ingisting that they must be. One
person called to insist we clear
their read and drivewny because

1jUS

they were going to miss an air-
line flight. The proeblem is we.
always have the responsibility to::"
make primary roads safe-and
possable first. Only after that"
cnn we turn our attention to™ -
other ronds or subdivision’-.
streets,” Kingon eaid.

All drivers are receiving addi
tional, specinl training, conducts
ed ench year at the Michigan
Center for Derision Driving at,
the Eaton Proving Grounds. kN
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