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Interfaith
Thanksgiving
feast slated

The Northwest Subur-
ban Interfaith Ministerial
Asgociation will host A
Celebration of Thanksgiv-
ing at the 22nd annual
Interfaith Community
Thanksgiving Wnrsh}? at
7:30 p.m. Sunday, Nov.
24, at Temple Beth El,
7400 Telegraph at 14
Mile, Bloomfield Town-
ship.

Participants will include:

sFrom Bloomficld Hiils
— Temple Beth El, Beauti-
ful avior Lutheran
Church, Christ Church
Cranbrook, Congregation-
al Church of Birmingham

Nativity Episcopni
Church, Pilgrim Congre-
pational hurch, St.

Andrew Lutheran Church,

St. Hugo of the Hills

Church, Kirk in the Hills

Church, St. Owen Church,

St. Paul United Methodist
hurch.

«From Birmingham -
Church of Christ Scientist,
First Baptist Church, First
Presbyterian Church, First

United Methodist Chureh,.

St. James Episcopal
Church, St. Regis Church,
T.E.AM. Center, .
#From Beverly Hills -
Beverly Hills  United
Methadist Church, North-

rook Presbyterian
Church,

«From Franklin -
Franklin Community
Church.

¢From Detroit - Chris-
ﬁ'llm Communication Coun-
cil.

»From Farmington Hills
-The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day
Snints.

*From West Bloomfield
— Pine Hill Congregational
Ch‘lilrch. the Rev, Joseph F.

CT.
y'Frnm Southfield — The
Ecumenical Institute.
eFrom_Royal Onk -
W‘illinm Beaumont Hospi-
tal.

BY RENA FULKA
BPECIAL WRITER

Visitors to the new Kirk in the
Hills web site are greeted by a
colorful stained-glass window
superimposcd with 1 greeting
found above the church entrance
that begins, “There is o welcome
in the church for thee.” |

With a aimple click on the
stained-glass window, Internct
cruisers can then catch glimpses
of the faith community that
makes its home at the English

. Gothic church overlooking Island

Lake, .
Lnunched on Nov. 6, the exten-
give web site features a brief,
pictorinl tour and history of the
Kirk, along with a map that pin-
points ity Onklnnd County loca-
tion on a 40-acre site in Bloom-
field Hills. Other categories for
exploration include Christian
education informotion, activities,
a calendar of events, worship
gchedule, pastoral biographies,
last-minute reminders and con-
gregational goals, .
The elaborate information cen-
ter was offercd ns a gift to the
church by members Kathe and
George Cameron. The Bloomfield

Tree -

'BELIEFS:

Hills couple are two of five part-
ners of Identix, Inc., an interac-
tive medina solution provider
based in Troy, where the web
site wns designed and created.

“The Kirk is such a beautiful
church,” said Kathe Cameron.
“We renlly wanted to show the
world how beautiful the Kirk is
inside . . . and that it's a warm
rind fuzzy place,”

Kirk in the Hills is affiliated

with the Presbyterian Church
USA, which has several hundred
of its churches featured on the
Internet. The Camerons have
taken full responsibility for the
creation of the Kirk site, from
gathering photographs and infor-
mation from church archives to
absorbing the ongoing expense of
maintaining and updating the
site.
“It's our church and that's part
of giving time, talents and trea-
sures,” snid Cameron, a mother
of two. “It's my hope that this
inspires other peaple in the con-
gregation to ‘give what they can
give.”

Three dnys before the web site
debuted on the Internet, the
Camerons provided a remote
presentation after ench Sundny
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New web site offers inside view of church

Internet savvy: The Rev. Dr. Norman Pritchard and Publications Director Angie

STAFF PIOTO BY LAWRENCE MCKEE

Kessler explore the new church web site that offers colorful glimpses of the Kirk in
the Hills faith community via the Internet.

worship service to showcase the
new mede of cammunication to
the 2,700-member congregation.

Jim Devlin, his wife, Denise,
and their children, Adam,
Nicholas and Rhonda, were
smong the large crowd that
gathered for the presentation in
the Heritnge Hall at Kirk in the
Hills, 1340 W. Long Lake Road.

“My immediate reaction was
the one I saw through my son,
who said, ‘Hey, the church’s got
it's own web site. Let’s go check
it out,’ " recalled Devlin, of
Adam, his eldest son.

Adam is o 13-year-old with o
wide set of interests — and
cruising “the Net™ is one of them.

“What I hope, and actually I'm
fairly confident will be realized,
is thot 12, 13, 14, 16 year olds,
and even older, will sce a sense
in prowling around and doing
what they like to do. And up
could pop their Sunday marning
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experience again,” swid Devlin,
an engineer, “Any time that
comes more often than Mam or
Dad brings it to them is o good
thing.”

A Bloomficld Hills resident,
Devlin serves the Kirk as an
usher, n member of the Garden
Guild and the Board of Trustees,
and as chairman of the Jong-
range planning committee. He
plans to plug into the site
monthly to check meetings and
compare calendars.

While other individuals at the
church presentation explored the
new medium, enthusiastic com-
puter owners came forward to
Jenrn how they could “go online”
at home. The Camerons nlso
plan to offer the congregation
basic Internet education classes.

“1 have found this very excit-
ing and moving that people
would bring these gifts to the

You won'

church without being asked,”

snid the Rev. Dr. Norman
Pritchard, n Scetland native wha
assumed his pastorate at the
Kirk earlier in the yenr, “IUs the
most wonderful example of giv-
ing gifts and talents for the ser-
vice of the church.” <

Within its first week of opera-!
tion, the Kirk web site. hat
alrendy prompted two E-maf} -
messages - one from a church -~
member attending college in Vir= »~
ginin and the other from .
Pritchard's friend in Edinburg
Scotland.

“Once we get it fully oper
tional, it will be quite intera
tive,” said Pritchard, who mini
tered in Australin before taking:
up residence in Bloomficld Hill
“Next year the Kirk turns 6l
And there'll be a whole progra:
of events, celebrations and comi-
memorations listed in a whole
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