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Farmington’s Giese achieves NCAA tournament goal

BY RICHARD L. 500K
BTAFF WRITER

The University of Detroit
Mercy's men's soccer team is
going to the NCAA tournament -
- but it hod to go through
Observerland to get there.

The Titans took a 14-3.4
record and the Midwestern Col-
leginte Conference tournament
champienghip into their NCAA
tournament opencr at 1 p.m.
Saturday at Bowling Green.

“This is absolutely incredible,”
said one of Detroit’s key players,
sweeper Jeff Thomas. “This is a
goal that we had when we all
came in as frosh. There were 10
of us.

“Our freshman year we lost in
the conference finals. Then we
lost again (in the finals) last
year. So this year was pretty
much do or die for us.”

“We've played them before,”
Titans' coach Morris Lupenec
snid of the Bowling Green con-
teat, “so it's nat like they're a

OBSERVERLAND TALENT

OBSERVERLAND CONTRIBUTORS
10 UDETROIT'S EOCCER TEAM

Kl Kallszawskd = Tilns' goatia has six
shutouls and 0.99 goals-against averago.
Career totol of 19 shutouts. Twice AlLMCC
second 1eom pick and member of 2996 MCC
Al-Tournament team. Holped Livonin
Churchill reach state title game in 1990,

Cooch Morris Lupenec’s comments: “Kal
w03 0 Parode All Amedca coming out of high
school, He fek that if someone could get
1his program tuined oround, gel it into the
NCAA tournament, that | could do that - ond
1'was fust as confident in him, Ho was a big
part of our recruiting. You've got 10 bulld
from the back.”

+3alt Thamss ~ Swaeper namod MCC
toutnament MVP. Onc of 110 best in the Mid-
woSt at his positlon. Threc-lime Al-MCC
second team pick, twice All-Migeast Region
selcction, Had three assists this scason,
Led Stovenson to 1691 Closs A tourmament
title.

Coach Lupenec's commeonts: *He's tho
core of our back lino, Ho's boon a steady
sweeper from Day One, )f there's one word
that defincs Jeif Thomas, It's steady.”

«Matt Quintec - Freshmon wtarted In 18
of o passible 21 games. Eanad MCC All-
Newcomet status with his ploy, Missed his
senior 564300 at Slevonson duc te & broken
Ieg but led Spartans to conference Ltle as &
funior. Made AlRDistrict as & sophomore in
Virginia bafore moving to Michigon.

Cooch Lupenec’s comments: *in my viow,
there wera two players | believe wora tho
10p two players in the stato of Michigen.
Ono wos Stevie Williford, wha had o vary
B00¢ seasan for Michigan State. The other
was Matt Quinter, Those two can ploy in any
program in the country.

“Molt was very instrumental ia the finol
{MCC toutnament} geme in shutting down
Butler's top offensive threal.”

«John Truskowskl - Fifth-year seniac
started att 19 gomes he played, netting a
god! and two assists. Had four gools and
three assists as a junior, As a peep. fed Ply-
mouth Salem 10 & districl titie.

Coach Lupenec's comments: “la John's
first yeor he suffered o broken Jeg ond did
nal play. He's working on his Masters and is
1aking a very heavy schedule while playing
soccer. Dehnilely has been our defensive
teader for tho 1ast four yoors. A super Indimnd-

*Dominle Vella = Secendicom Af-MCC
this yeor, MCC Tournnmant MVP in 1995,
Storted olt 21 games, scofing seven gools
ond 8dding two assists, the 16 poings plac:
ing him tied for ninth among MCC scorers.
Played ot Churchil), went 1o Schoolcenft

team we're not aware of,

“And they ore the 14th-ranked
team in the nation, You've got to
be pretty good to be ranked that
high."

Detroit defeated Bawling
Green in that carlier meeting, 3-
1, in overtime on the Titans'

urf,

“We scored with 24 scconds
left,” he snid, “on a gonl by
Michael Giese. Then we acored
two goals in the overtime to beat
them.”

Which, of course, won't mean
jack when they play Saturday --
and mlght even work ngainst the
Titans since they are just 3-2.2
in road gomes.

“We've played there before,”
Thomas said. “But this is a dif-
ferent case. Going intoe the tour-
nament, we knew for sure if we
got in that we wouldn't host

ame.

“I don't think anybody is con-
cerned about playing on the
rond. That was pretty much

beforo transfeuing to UDM.

Conch Lupenec's comments: “Ho's tho
brg man far us up front. Ho's scored a (ol of
ymportant £oals in tho last two years. § hope
he’s o key for us 1 Saturday’s game.”

«Adam Plchior - Scared the fast goal of o
shoatout which enabied UDM to defeat Wis
consinMilwaukea in overtime in MCC tour
oament semiinals. Agpoored in sevoo
games, siarting one. Key Stevenson player
In 1991 stale champlonship scason,

Concts Lupenec's comments: *He came in
‘with Thomas ond Kaoliszewsk) as o freshman.
Ho ploys midiield for us and coma off the
bench this yeor, Ho's given s value thore,
especially against WisconsinMilwaukea.”

*Michasl Gless — Tied for 10th in MCC
scoring derdy with 15 points. Ended with 17
paints on s godls, five ossists. Farmington
product tronsferred to UDM after a yoor ago
WisconsinGraen Bay.

Cosch Lupenec’s comments: *H wos a joy
to have him <oma In. Ho's the type of kid
that hasa't gotten the recognition, We
phwdys joke around, tell him thet he'li score
five gonls in the ehompionship game snd
they'll still miss him.

“Ho played his #irst yoar at midtiola,
which Isa’t @ position thot s suiled for fim.
Ho's  supes class oct kid and will 4o any-
1hing for the team, }

“Wa moved him 10 loft wing, and ho's just
been able 10 wud past people tho past two
yours. Ho was injured tho hrst gamo in tho
tournoment, but we should hava him back
Saturday.”

«Darlo Raukar « Twice honored as soe:
ond-tonm AIMEC selection, Was second:
toam All-State at Churchill.

Conch Lupenec’s comments: “Ho Look a
year off for persana feasons, but decided 1o
coma bock. And what a valusble part of the
team ha's been, Ho's 8 steady oulsido mud-
fielder for us, Ho's steady wih the balf and
can 500 the fiald very well.”

+Jim Qrows ~ Red:shirt freshman from
Slevenson. where he recorded 22 shutouts.
Led Spartans 1o 1993 stote finas.

Cosch Lupentc's comments: *When wa
lapked at the ¢ofo of our fectulting, wo
focked ot tho goalkecping situslion in tha
state. There was a kid now at Eastern Michl
gan who is from Canton, o boy from
DelaSalle who went to Michigan State - and
Growe from Stevensan.

“Wp hnow wo necded to get 0o of those
1tree 10 taka cara of our godtkeeplng for thir
oeat four yors, He was fortunalo. oo, to be
able 10 play under Kaliszewskl for a year.

*Wo think ho's going 10 turn some heods
next year, Ho's o lot better than same peo-
ple glve him credit for.”

- | SOCCER

d. We'ro king at the

Key reserves for Lupenec's
team include senior forward
Gicse (Formington) and senior
midficlder Adam  Pichler

right time. We" ve got an cight-
game unbeaten streak.”

UDM wilt start six Observer-
land players against the Foalcons
with another two coming off the
bench. In addition, a ninth
Observerland player is being
redshirted os a freshman.

Starting in goal for the Titans
is senior Kal Kaliszewski (Livo-
nia Churchill). His successor,
freshmon Jim Grewe (Livonia
Stevensen) is being redshirted.

Senior Thomas (Stevenson) is
Detroit’s sweeper while the mid-
fielders in front of him include
senior Dario Rauker (Churchill)
and senior John Truskowski
(Plymouth Salem).

Freshman Matt Quinter
{Stevenson) plays fullback or
midfield and senior Dominic
Vella (Churchill) starts at for-
ward,

).

The Titnns are laden with
seniors plus n core of sophomores
and freshmen who will take over
next season, Lupenec’s sixth as
the team's coach.

“When 1 first took the job,” he
said, I was given the job in
December, around Christmas
time. The recruiting process was
almost shot by then. But we did
the best we could.

“We really kick-started it with
the seniors on the team right
now, led by Ka! and Thomas. Of
course we got Truskowski and
Rauker the year before that.”

“I knew who 1 was coming in
with,” Thomas said of why he
chose the Titans. “And I knew
the coach. It was also close to
home, which wns important to

me, ,
“Morris had n lot to do with it.
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I know what type of coach he

was,

“I went to high school with
Pichler and we played on the
same club team, Along with Kal.

“And [ knew Dario, who was a
year older than me. We all just
decided. We talked a few days a
week during the high school sea-
son, to see what everybody was
doing, which schools had called,
things like that. In the end, we
all decided to stay together.”

Detroit won seven times in
Lupencc's first season, reached
16, 8, 13 and now 14 victories in
puccesaive campaigns. This,
though, is the first for UDM in
the NCAA tournament for
Lupence.

The Titnns came close last
year, losing to Butler, 5-2 in
overtime, in the MCC tourna-
ment championship match.

“That was the toughest loss I'd
ever experienced ns a coach,”
Lupencc said, “just because 1
thought we had a very good

chance of _winning last season. .o,
¢
)

“We had to win in overti
with 10 playera in the semifi-’*
nals. Then in the final we felt we*
weren't on an cven slate .- but’’
that’s not taking anything uwny
from Butler.

“We knew we had a qunllty
team coming back,” Lupenec®
said. “The thing about this ses-*
son is there were 4-6 teams that ™
could have won that tourtid:S
ment. We've seen a lot of parity:t
within the league.” A

Detroit-was picked to win then
MCC, but finished third, losing”
to Butler and Wright State, .

Lupenec has the bigger picture.
in mind, too,

“We've got 10 scniors on lhwr
year's team,” he said, “and all of
them are gradunting.

“It’s a tribute to the umvcmlly .
and the profcsscrs. This is a ,
game; there’s more to it than
that.”

So even if Detroit loses, w,
wins,
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