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Family
housing

Imugine an exquisite moster
nuite, isolated for complete pri-
vacy, fitted with such amenities
uy u vaulted ceiling over a gener-
ous sleeping area, a huge walk-
in closet, and private bathroom
with twin basins,

This is jusat one of the out-
standing fentures available to
you in the 1942-square-foot
Shara. This remarkable two-
story home is n perfect fit for o
family with college-age or young
children living in the houschold.
The upper floor of the Shara is
practically @ home in itsell. It
han three good-sized bedrooms.
One has a built-in writing desk
that any student would appreci-
ate. The full bathroom that
qerves this loor has twin basing
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and u tub/sh
Twao hundred forty three square
feet of attic apace is at hand for
Atarage,
The interior design of the firat
floor allows a free flow of move-
ment throughout the Shara. The
tiving room is adjacent to the
breakfnst nook and kitchen, with
the raised eating bar acting as o
sepoarating factor, Sliding glasy
doors lead to the back deck,
which may be the focus of family
fun during the summer montha,
The kitchen amenities include a
ruised dishwasher, lozy susan,
apucious pantry, range and oven.
‘The vaulted living room, which
is directly in line with the entry,
is the perfect spot to entertain
. your guests. A built-in fircplace
:will keep everyone snug on the
reoldest nights. The formal dining
*roum, to the front, hos the added
sbenefit of a window seat that

projects outward to the front
+ porch,

Located conveniently near the
ingide entrance to the two-car
garage is a handy utility and a
half bath,

For a study kit of the Shara
(40:3-39), send $10 to Landmark
Dexigny, 33127 Saginaw Rd. E,
Cottage Grove OR 97424. (Be
sure to specify plan name and
number.) For a collection of plan
books featuring our most popular
house plans, send $20 to Land-
mark, or call 1-800-562-1151.
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Property tax pinch?
Try this tax cut kit .

By Miciart, Hie,
ARSOCIATED PrERS Witten

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) - Think
your property taxes are too high?
Join the club.

Compluints about property tax
payments are as incvitable an
death and - well, you know.
Richard Singerle has a kit for
homeowners who want to do
more than complain,

His how-to guide, “Everything
You Always Wanted To Know
About Reducing Your Property
Tax, But Were Afraid To Ask,”
offers tips and instructions for
homeowners wanting to fight
City Hall. Singerle cluims asses-
sors are often nice people — really
= and they're willing to listen.

“Everyone thinks with anses-
sors, you know, this classic image
of the mustache waux and the big
hat, and 1 say ‘C'mon he's no dif-
ferent than the rest of us.™

Maybe no different, but more
feared. Assessors wield power
where it counts: the information
they keep on your home and its
condition can literally mean hun-
dreds of dollars o year in taxes,

That’s where Singerle’s kit
comes in,

For decades, Singerle has
helped mostly commercial clients
who feel their property in
overassessed, His kit ix a distilln-
tion of what Singerle does profes-
sinnally. A brief book explaining
the property tax system, work-
sheets and reference materials
are included, nlong with optional-
use computer diskettes,

Singerle says a surprising
number  of  homes are
overassessed, often beenuse
assessments have failed to drop
along with sale values, which
peaked in the 1980s, Also, many
town have a mini
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of training and thousands of

| parcels to classify,

“You'd be amazed over how
many people don't know how
much they're paying in property
taxes,” he said,

A rough rule of thumb is that a
third of all homes are nssessed at
a rensonable price, while another
third are valued ton high and
fina) third too low, Singerle suid.

I you're undorasacssed, ynu
might want to keep quict.

If you're overassessed, Singerie
thinks he might be nble to help
you: he breaks down into simple'
steps the seemingly mind-bend-
ing task of challenging youn
nasessment. >

Key to all of this is having facts
in hand. Maybe the assessor
added a couple of feet to the
dimensions of your house by acei-
dent, or incorrectly morked! you
down as having a fully-finished
basement. That can mean tax
monuy out of your pocket. All that
information should be on file nt
municipal offices on a file card.

Also, you're nrsessment might
look fine, until you compare it to
what similar homes in the neigh-
barhood have sold for recently.

The tax cut kit details how to
find this information, and how ta
go about asking for a change.

You can save yourself a profes-.
sional’s fee, although some pro- .
fessionals threw a caution flag.  »

Richard Southern, president of
the American Socicty of Apprain. |
ers, snid it can be beneficinl for u
homeowner to check property \
curds for mistakes, but an experi-
enced professional could prove be
invaluable for more complex for-
mal complaints. Fees are usuaily
$250 ta $450, he said.

Mare Kaplan, of the accounting
firm Horwath David Berdon
warned that would-be tax rebels
risk putting their foot in their
mouth,

“If you go into this thing blind,
you're linble not to make your
own hest argument,” he said,

Singerle doesn't rule out seek-
ing professional help, but stressen
that hameowners armed with
facts can maybe save themaclves
some money.

“The difference is having infor,
mation,” Singerle said, “If you
enter the assesaor's office and say
‘I want to pay less taxes,’ he'll say,
“Tell me something I don't know.™

“Everything You Alieays Wanted
To Know About Reducing Your
Property Tax ..." iz $39.95 and
can be ordered by calling 1-(800)
618-2926. There is also an com-
mercial lindustrial kit for 889.95“

Yes, we realize that you haven't even enjoyed the
wonderful fall colors or raked all those leaves, but the
Holiday season really is just around the corner,

And if you've promised yourself that 1996 will finally be
the year that won't find you frantically searching for those last
minute gifts, we're here to help.

Watch your hometown newspaper for two of the best
holiday guides to the fine art of gift-giving.

*The first will be delivered on Thursday, November 28
and the second on Thursday, December 12, They'll be filled
with exciting gift ideas for everyone on your list. i
! No ordering with your fingers crossed from places
hundreds of miles away. Just make a shopping list from  :
these two terrific supplements and then buy your holiday
surprises difectly from local merchants who are looking

forward to your visit.

gifts?

Or, if you are really an incurable last-minute shopper,
isn't it nice to know where you can go to find some wonderful
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