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It may have cost him a job he
loves, but outgoing Oakland
Prosecutor Richard Thompson
docan't regret his opposition to
assisted suicide, or his prosccu-
tion of its Jeading advocnte, Dr.
Jack Kevorkian.

Polls may show a majority of
people favor legalizing assisted
suicide, Thompson said. “But it's
the wrong public policy,” he
innisted as his 23-year carecr in
the prosccutor’s office draws to a
close,

Thompson, who was prosccu-
tor for 8 years and chief assis-
tant under L. Brooks Patterson

How Dr. Death killed prosecutor’s job

He has no Job, and hasn't
started looking. He'd like
to teach, but hasn't ruted
out politics, He doesn't
want to go back to prl-
vate practice and be “a
mouthplece.” He will con-
tinue to speak out

son’s mind that his firm stance
against assisted suicide, and his
prosecution of Kevorkian, are
the reasons his carcer as prose-
cutor is coming to a premature
end.

“The Free Press did an exit
poll,” Thompaon said. “A majori-

‘Thompaon won't bo around the
office when thase latest charges
nre resolved. Regardless of the

the i

society — starting in Oakland
County ~— is on its svay to chaos.
"Slx years ago, Kevorkian

said, he will continue to spenk
out against naesisted suicide and
what he sces as the moral and
nthh:nl qungmlm to which it

ty (of those ding) thought
the job I did as prosecutor was
1 or very good. But 44

Dick Thompson is at
ease.

for 16, in leaving in about six
weeks, when successor David G.
Gorceyca takes the oath of office.

“I'm leaving with my head held
high,” Thompson said. “I believe
1did the right thing.”

As he reflected on his tenure
in the presccutor's office, Thomp-
son acknowledged some regrets
«— foremaost being his loss in the
August Republican primary to
Gorcycn — and a great deal of
satisfaction.

*I npprecinte the opportunity
the people of Oankland County
gave me to serve a8 their prose-
cuting attorney,” he said. “But 1
certainly underatand the demo-
cratic process.”

There's no question in Thomp-

percent said they voted against
me beeause I was prosecuting
Kevarkian,

“Garcyca snid mast of his aup-
port came from people opposed
to my position ngainst assisted
suicide,”

During his years as prosccu-
tor, the office handled more than
47,000 felonies with a 98 percent
conviction rate, Thompson said.
“But people were judging me on
two coses — my two cases
ngninst Kevorkinn.”

The prosecutor was referring
to the two high-profile trinle
with Kevorkian as defendont his
office lost in Onkland Circuit
Court this year. His office has
since charged the retired pathol-
ogist with 19 other counts relnt-
ed to the state’s commeon law
against assisted suicide or prac-
ticing without a valid license.

inevitably will lead.

“I've got dozens of invitations
to spenk about assisted suicide,”
Thompsan anid. And he is “abso-
lutely committed ” to what he
considers to be a moralsstruggle.

He uses the proverbial slip-
pery slope analogy and argucs
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lized to the public that all
hc was doing was offering his
services to the terminally ill suf-
fering from excruciating pain,”
Thompson said. “He doesn't talk
about that any more, he talks
about ‘quality of life.

“Once you start talking about
quality of life, you're talking
nbout a subjective evaluation,
and there's not way to centrol it.
Once you accept physicinn
assisted suicide on the basia of

free cheice, or patient nutcnomy.
there's no principled way to con-
trol it,”

Thompson insists the cthical
questions arc enormous,

“Is nssisted suicide really
something we want to legalize?”
he said. “Are tho dangers greater
than the bencfits to he
achieved?”

In the Netherlands, the upin-
tended conscquences of legaliz-
ing assisted suicide should be
renson for concern, Thompson
said. Assisted suicide Jas
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