Area florist wins
Future 50 award

McFarland Florist & Garden Shops
of Farmington Hills has been named
onc of the Greater Detroit Future 50
Companies, for the third consccutive
year.

The award, presented by BDO Seid-
man, the Greater Detroit Chamber of
Commerce and WWJ Newsradio 950,
recognizes the aren’s fast-growing
entreprencurial companies for their
outstanding contribution to metropoli-
tan Detroit through growth in employ-
ment and sales. Winners were sclected
from more than 20,000 eligible compa-
nies throughout southeastern Michi-
gan. McFarland is one of only nine
companies to win the award for three
congecutive years,

“I am so proud of this company and
f our people,” said Mary Lore, McFar-
land owner and CEO since 1992. “We
set ambitious goals and everyone
works terribly hard to accomplish
them. This award is a wonderful
acknowledgement of their efforts.

“The tremendous growth we've real-

Ficus vlastica has now grown to a
height of about 18 inches with several
“trunks” = [ guess I can call them that
since it Is considered a tree. It is watered
8 when the soil feels dry to the touch and
{ fertilized several times a year with a
B weak solution of Jobe's plant foed, Any
f house plant fertilizer would work. It
wauldn't care.’ My research tetls me that
these plants need to be fertilized every
other week all year, with a heavier con-
centration in the summer, so | will follow
that advice.

1 have especially enjoyed F. clastica
when new leaves emerge, first resem-
bling a little red candle, then as they
unfur! exposing the dark green shade of
the full leaf. It has been a cancfree plant
and Texpect to enjoy it for a long time.

Species

[ don’t know what cultivar of F. clasti-
% < | have, as the tag didn't give that infor-
l mation, but there are several that you
might want to check out before making a
decision, My species is tolerant of coal
temperatures, but newer cultivars can
adapt well to warmer and different envi-
ranments. They all are quite altke in
appearance. Look for “Decora” with
longer and wider leaves; “Honduras”
with white midvein streaks in the leaf
pattern; or “Rubra” with long red or pink
leaves. There are several others.

The family of Ficus (Fig) is very large,
with more than 800 tropical trees, shrubs
and vines, with Ficus benjamina being

ized is an example of what small busi- )
neuges can do even though they are B

faced with deamatically changing

times. Since 1992, we've grown from a |

typical small busineas to an organiza-
tion focused on targeting the needs of

our customers, backed by superior cus- |8

tomer service.”

This is the third major award |

McFarland hos won this ycar, Earlier,
McFarland vice president Jerome
Raska took first place in the Michigan
Floral Associntion’s prestigious Acade-
my Division design competition. In

March, Lore was honored by the
National Association of Women Busi- §

ness Owners a8 one of Michigan's Top
25 Women Business Owners of Dis-
tinction. McFarland was named the
1994 Floral Marketor of the Year by

the Society of American Florists and §

Floral Management Magazine.

McFarland Florist and Garden

Shops, a florist and specinlty garden f8

center, nlso operates McFarlond's
Florist ot Parklane in the Parklane
Towers of Dearborm.

one of the most readily recognizable and
the most popular. It is also called Weep-
ing Fig and is from the Western Pacific
arca, Mistletoe fig, F. defioidea, bears ined-
ible fruit that turns red in bright sun;
Traingleleaf fig, F. traingnlaris, also pro-
duces inedible figs and has leaves in that
shape; F. maclellandii “Alii” has narrow,
bamboao-like Jeaves. The list goes on and
on.

If you grow a Ficus plant and wish to
propagate it, stem cuttings can be taken
before they have hardened or matured,
or propagate by air-layering or leaf-bud
cuttings. As the plant matures, it can be
pruned to the form you wish and if it

gets too leggy, cut the stem back to the )

base of the plant and it will regencrate.

The lower leaves will drop occasionally, §

which is common in this plant, The
leaves need Lo breathe so will need clean-

ing periodically, but don't use a luaf pol-
ish. A big bonus: Figs are resistant to dis- §

case and pests. .

Trave) plans

Join me May 14-24, 1997, in England. [

Call Chuck Randolph Travel at (810) 645-
5050 for a brochure!

Marty Figley is an advasniced master gar-
detter based in Birminghant. You can leave
her a message by dialing (313) 953-2047 ont a
touch-tone phose, theut her mailbox number,
1859. Her fax number is (810) 644-1314.

INTERIORS
FURNITURE

The Thomasill
Gift-Giving Sale!

Toke Advantage Of Incredible Limited-Time Savings And A Spedial Rebatel

Toe more yoa spend, the more you sevel
Recelve $50 Bock with o Thomasville wood
fornitore parchare of $1000-$1900, Receive §150
back with g parchase of $1000-$399%, Receive
$280 bock with @ parchere of $4000 of more.

" Thomasvile""

UpTo sz 50 Rebate

sale $5495

§ PLICE COLLECTON'S CHERRY
CIKING ROON, CRAFTED 1N CHERRY

o - ararpore on yout deliday lisl at
ThemansBlo. dnarmeire o Wom, 3
hema thoalie for Oad or 2 new dlalng rosa ot
wz—w Ihe whsla familp b rejoy. Tha posylbili
exdionn and v are bt 01 ind stete-nidy
4 63 Themaailla terniture, 4o you're aute 18 finf the peclect

i1t yow pag exen fiag soaethbug special los pourseltt

Jamsale $2039

! § PIECE BRIOQES REDROQM, CRAFTED IN MAPLE,

V.

INTERIORS

ViSIT OUR
IN STORE
CLEARANCE
CENTER

FURNITURE

20292 Middlebeit,

| == (8410) 474-6900 &

Livonia » South of 8 Mile

* AR Discounts Arg Off Manulsciurer Sugpesind Rolal Prices.

Previous Sales Excluded » Offar Not Valid In Co

ctio Other Promotional Discount. -
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