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MOVIES

Romantlc comedy: Rose (Barbara Str
her mother Hannah (Lauren Bacall) and Grej

Two Faces.”

DAVID JASIENTRISTAR PIUTUREN AND PHOENI PICTURES

cisand, right) endures a tortuous dinner with
ory (Jeff Bridges) in

“The Mirror Has

‘Mirror’ reflects Streisand’s talent

By BoB THOMAS
ASSOCIATED PRESS WIITER

(AP) - As director-star, Bar-
bra Streisand has made three
movies in 13 years,

Charlie Chaplin in his prime
maintained much the same pace,
He was a perfectinnist who made

and remade his films until they
achieved his vision. The same
with Streisand. Though she has
never achieved the sublime qual-
ity of Chaplin, her films have
und

been highly woriginal
extremely watchable,

After a period musical
“Yentl™ and heavy dramn (“The

Prince of Tides™), Streisand
turns to romantic comedy with
“Phe Mirror Has Two Faces.”
The result is an entertaining,
sometimes hilarious study of the
absurdities of romance, done
with more depth than most films
of the genre.

In the first part of the mavie,
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“DISNEY MAGIC HAS
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Streisand plays the ugly duck-
ling. She is a bright, sensitive,
highly popular professor of
romantic literature at Columbin
University. Never married, she
lives with her acerbic mother
{Lauren Bacall) and resists
dates.

All her life, she has consid-
ered herself unnttractive. She
has a beautiful sister (Mimi
Rogers) who is about to marry
her hundsome third husband
¢Pierce Brosnan), .

Enter Jeff Bridges, a klutzy,
boring math professor, nlso at
Columbin. He is maladrait with
women nnd thinks sex is overrat-
cd,

Desperately seeking compan-
jonship, he takes the ndvice of
his faculty huddy tGeorge Segal)
and places an ad specifying he
would like 1o meet n Ph.D., over
35, “physieal appearance not
impartant.”

Rogers sends her sister's spee-
ifications and photo to Bridges.
He seeks ont Streisnnd, and they
meet and click _ intellectually.
He proposes marringe, with the
proviso that they enjoy compan-
ionship but eschew sex.

Her intellect allows hor to

AMC LAURES PARK -

NG

Lrs LAKESIDE ..

NO PABSLS OR
COUPONS ACCEPTED

ADWSWIIE. Darid Avect
“EXTRAVAGANTLY
ROMANTIC,
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s full of wit, sophisticalion and passion.
The English Patient succeeds stunning

1t never loses its grip on your emot
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accept such a basis for marringe.
But eventually, her libido
objects. That's the “boy loses
girl” element of the plot.

It's hard to imagine anyone

but Streisand with the chutzpah
to pull off such an outrngeous
situation. But she does, beauti-
fully.

Streisnnd as actress remains
fascinnting to watch, especinlly
when she makes her now-famil-
iar transition from frump to
beauty. As director, she stays in
total control, granting her actors
the same opportunity to shine.

Bridges conveys the intellec-
tun) confusion of the earnest pro-
fessor, At first, Bacall scems sad-
dled with the cliche of the nag-
ging Jewish mother, Lnter on,
she has n seene of rare poignan-
cy, ahowing what a fine actress
she is,

The credits leave no doubt
whase film it is. The titles liat
Streisand’s name four times,
including composer of the love
theme. As n reminder, “A Film
by Barbra Streisand” appears at -
the end of the movie.

“The Mirror Has Two Faces"
is a TriStar Pictures release pro-
duced by Streisand and Arnon
Milchan, and written by Richard
LaGravanese.

COMING .
ATTRACTIONS

Opens Wednesday, Nov. 27

“101 DALMATIANS®

Live-action remake of the eiassic 1961
animated feature about a couple who must
keep Its puppies out of the sinister hands of
Cruella De Vil who wanls 10 moke them inta
fur coats. Stoes Jeft Danlcls, Gienn Close.
Opens Friday, Dec. 6

*DAYLIGHT"

Modernday disaster movie abaut the
aftermath of an explosion that seals
both ends of o tunnel connecting Man-
hattan with New Jersey. Stors Sylvester
Stallong.

Opens Futday, Dec. 13

“JERRY MAGUIRE"

Romantle (ofhtﬂy about b Bports pgent who
Toses his Job through an it considered et of
honot. Stars Tom Crulte.




