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Farmington’s Fox

ranks among best
in Observer area

By STEVE KOWALSK]
BTAFF WRITER

Detroit Catholic Central,
which placed seventh at the
Class A boys golf team tourna-
ment, lends the All-Observer
firat team with two representa-
tives.

The Shamrocks moking first
team are senior Mike Pedrys and
junior Adam Peters. Senior Nick
Watts earned a berth on the sec-
ond team.

Farmington High School
junior Derek Fox was named to
the first team along with scniors
Brian Fox of Plymouth Salem
and Gary Kraus of Livonia
Churchill. .

Following is a profile of cach
ploayer on the first team:

ALL-AREA GOLF

Qary Kraus, senlor, Lvonta Churchiil:
Tho three-yoar letter winner avesaged
37.5 sirokes per nine holes, inctuding
34 twico. Ho had o round of 76 &t tha
Ctass A reglonal ot Opk Pointe, missing
the state meet by 0no stroke.

He was the Wastern Lakes Activities
Associatlon champlon, scoring a one-
over-par 72 at Hudson Mills. He nlso
tecorded 73 ot the Brighton and Pinck-
ney lnvitationals,

A3 8 Junlor. Kraus was co-medalist at
the reglonal after struggling ot the
WLAA meet.

“He wos the lost of the three amigos,
the golf rats of that crow,” sald
Churchill coach Kirk Osler, refening to
1996 Churchill grodiotes Chris Kiehter
and Dan Higham. “He’s got o great ottl
tude and I8 extremely positive toward
the game, ) remember (ast year when be
shot an 88 ot the conference meol.
Before we drove out of the parking lot,
ha was talking about winning the region-
at”

Kraus mado recent visits 1o the Unl
versity of Minnesota and Michigan State
Unlversity.

Stave Polanskl, sophomore, Livonia
Stevenson: He averaged 38.4 stickes
per nine holes, including o season-dest
34 agoinst Plymouth Salem at 1oyl Wild
Golt Courso. Potanskl was in the 308 12
times and took third place ot the WLAA
meet with a round of 75.

He shot 78 at the Pinckney (nvitation-
al befare scoring 82 at the Cak Pointe
Reglonal.

*Ho's got mora talent than any young
mon I've had o chance to copch at that
Dbge," Stevenson coach John Waogner
said. "He's got o tremondous future;
he's very, very focused, well beyond his
yeors. But he's not without a good

League foes

senso of humor and splrit."

Bilan Fox, senlor, Plymocth Salem:
Tho fouryear fotter winner recorded 79
at tho Oak Pointe Reglonol ofter scoring
77 ot the WLAA meet.

Ho finished In the top 5 with a 76 ot
tho Travorse Clty Invitationat and dupl)-
cated that score st both the Pinckney
and Brighton invitationals.

He aversged 40.3 per ninc holes.

“He's not the 1ypo that would get
angsy, but he's o falrly tenaclous,
Intense player.” cooch Rick Wilson
sald. “Ho worked hard on every hole,
had a complete game. He's probably the
most openly-intense player ¢ hod. For
him 1t's good because that's his
demeanor,™

Dorak Fox, junlor, Farmington: Fox
overaged 39.4 per ning holes and 77.4
ot tournnments.

Ho was medalist ot the city tourno-
ment with 72 at Huron Meadows and
finished with 73 at the Kensington (nvi
tational. He hod & 78 at tho iegional at
Oak Painte and tied for eighth place at
tho Western Lokes meet with a round of
82,

~Derck hits o good ball, a drow sight
ta left,” coach Miner said. “Ho snaps
his wrist the sight way and has good
club head swing ant course manage-
ment,”

Mike Pedrys, senior, Cathallc Contral:
Ho finished fifth st the Class A reglona!
with a score of 77 ot Pontlac Country
Club and sixth at the state meet with o
two-day total of 154 (75-79).

Ho wos named to the all-state and All-
Cathotic teams alter averagling 39 per
nine holes and 79 at 18-hole tourna-
ments.

He was olt-tournament at the East
Lansing tnvitaticnal with a round of 81
ond wos a dusl-meet medalist four
times.

“Mlke hos been a real consistent
player; ho really works yeor round snd
ploys in numerous tourngments in tha
summer, and oven in the winter,” cosch
Phil Heyder said. *He wonts to play golf
after high schoo! and hos o grest oppor
tunity to do that.”

Adam Petora, junlor, Cathalic Cantral:
He had on average of 40 for nine holes,
BO at tournoments. He was fourth ot the
regional with a round of 76 and helped
the Shamrocks finish soventh in the
stato with a totot of 160 (77-83).

He was In the top 10 at the Pinckney
Iavitational with a round of 77 and_on
all-tournament member at the East
Lansing Invitatlonal with a round of 81.

*Wo'lt count on him to improve on
what ho did this year," Hoyder sald. “He
had a good opportunity to shinc and
seally camo through for us, Ke and Mike
{Pedrys) are pretty close as for as talent
goes.”

line up for

shot at reigning champ

By BRAD EMONS
STAFF WRITER

Livonia Churchill hockey
coach Jeff Hatley could be wear-
ing a big bulls-oye on the back of
his top coat this season.

After a 20-4-1 season which
resulted in a Suburban High
School Hockey Lengue champi-
anship, along with a run to the
Class A regional final, the
Chargers return just about
everyone for the 1996-97 season.

They will be the biggest target
in the aren.

] HOCKEY

“Expectations are high from
iast year,” Hatley said. “Our
leaguc games arc going to be
more competitive than last year.
Our schedule is going to be diffi-
cult. We play Trenton, Brother
Rice, Enst Kentwood and Port
Huron Northern, all on the road.

“Nothing will come casy for
this team.”

L.ast yoar the Chargers
reached the regional final at St.
Cleair Shoros, only to leose to
eventual state Clags A champion
Trenton, 4-0.

Lost to graduation off the
Chargers’ league champion
toam is center Chris Kichler (26
gonls and 28 assista) and right
winger Dave Higham (18 goals
and 31 assista).

A strong defonsive corps, Jed
by secorid-team All-Obsorver
picks Brandon Martoia and Matt
Wysocki and senior Scan Mar-
shall, a third-team All-Aren pick.

Gonlie Mark Felker is also
back for hia fourth season.

Livonia Stevenson (13-9-1)
hopes to chnllenge for the
SHSHL title led by senior
dofonseman Mike Schmidt and
sonlor contor Andy Donizalski.

Coach Mike Harris is confident
his toam g¢an contend for the

crown.

“We respect all our oppo-
nents,” he said. “On paper, it
looks likte Churchill is the
favorite, but we'll be ready to
play.”

For the first time, the SHSHL
will split into a pair of divisions.

‘The South alignment will con-
tain Churchill, Stevensen, Livo-
nia_ Franklin, Birmingham,
Walled Loke Central and necom-
er Redford Union.

‘The North Division will consist
of Bloomfield Hills Lahser,
Bloomfield Hills Andover, South-
field, Walled Lake Western and
Royal Oak.

Franklin (13-5-4) finished
third in the league last year.

Coach Terry Jobbitt, now in
his 16th scnson as the Patriota
head coach, will rely on third-
year center Greg Job (48-points),
third-year left winger Dan Hofe-
lich and fourth-year center Eric
Hillebrand.

The defense ia led by a pair of
aeniors, fourth-year performer
Rick Leirstein and third-year
player Dan Boyle. Goalic Tom
Taylor also returns.

“I'd sny Churchill and Steven-
won are favored, and don't count
out Birmingham,” Jobbitt snid.

Detroit Catholic Central (16-6-
3) also made a strong tourna-
ment run a year ago, losing to
Tronton in the quarterfinals, 9-3.

The Shamracks lost captain
Mark Wollschlager, a first-tcam
All-Area right winger who had
15 goals and 13 nsaists.

One of the aren's top snipers,
sonior center Eric Bratcher,
returns after scoring 18 gonls
and 21 assists fn 23 games. Sec-

d-t All-Area deft
Scott Curtin also returns.

CC, which playa in the tough
West Division of the Michigan
i Motro cireuit, will get stiff chnl-

lenges from Groase Pointo North

and Birmingham Brother Rice.

Famlngton

Miko Pedrys
Cathollc Central

Brian Fox

Plymouth Salom

Stevo Polanski
Livonia Stevenson

Adam Poters
Cathollc Central

Gary Kraus
Uvonla Churchltl

ALL-AREA

1996 ALL-OBSERVER
BOYS GOLF TEAM
Firet Team
Derek Fox Farmington
Brian Fox Ply. Salem
Adom Peters Detrolt CC
Mike Pedrys Detrolt CC
Steve Polanskl Llv. Stevenson
Gory Krause Liv. Churchilt
Socond Team

Joff Lear Ply. Salem
Nick Walts Detroit CC
Chris Tompking wsld, Glenn
Cralg Plscopink Wsld, Glenn
Mott McGlinch Red. Thurston
Ryon Deschaw Ply. Safem

Honarable Mentlon

Stevenson: Brott Relnhor, Justin
Kerr, Nick Kuba; Salem: Adom Wilson;
Canton: Ben Tucker: North Farmington:
Chris Reading, Bnan McCoy: Farming:
ton: Pat Hickey: Farmington Harmsan:
Jeft Boxman, Adam Tangon: Churehill
John Grech: Franklin: Tony Fotiu:
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