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MOVIES

BY BOB THOMAS
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

The trouble with a one-joke
movie is that the joke had better
be very funny. The one in "Jingle
All the Way” isn't.

What was intended to spread
Christmas cheer through the
holiday scason emerges as a
downer that a slam-bang special
effects finale can’t rescue.

The joke: busy oxecutive
spends Christmas Eve searching
all over town for the only toy his
young son wants.

Arnold Schwarzencgger is o
hard-driving mattress factory
boss who neglects his wife (Rita
Wilson) and son (Jake Lloyd).
After the father fails to appear
at his son's karate demonstra-
tion, he vows to make amends,
The son is fixated on a TV hero,
Turbo Man, and wants to own
the much-advertised replica.
/s But Turbo Man is the hit of

the buying season, and it can't
be found in any
Schwarzenegger tries o number
of ploys, growing desperate as
cach one fails.

store. -

His quest puts him in compe-
tition with another frustrated
father, a mailman (Sinbad), who
also needs a Turbo Man to
square himself ot home. Wherev-
er Schwarzenegger goes, Sinbad
follows, and their mutual quest
starts getting physical.

Schwarzencgger is duped by
n shameless con man posing as
Santa (a well-disguised James
Belushi), who leads hinr to a
warehouse where a motley crowd

of Santas nssemble counterfeit

toys. This raises the propricty of
having children watch Santns
portrayed as a bunch of crooks.
(And why are they all wenring
Santa suits if they work in
secret?)

It will come as no surprise that
the beleaguered father redeems
himself at the end, posing as the
real Turbo Man.

What is surprising is that the
son and wife believe he is a real
Turbg Man despite his Austrion
accent.

Randy Kornfield's script is
inventive in devising one scrape
after another for Schwarzeneg-

COMING ATTRACTIONS

TwomEm CoURY Fox

Christmas wish: Howard Langston, (Arnold Schwarzenegger) pramiées his son,
Jamie (Jake Lloyd) that he will buy him the most sought-after toy.of the season —
Turbo Man in “Jingle All the Way.”

‘Jingle All the Way’ lacks cheer

rer to endure. However, the
direction of Brian Levant (*The
Flintstones™ fails to find any
renl comedy in the adventures.
But then, it's hard to laugh at
car crashes, explosions, beatings,
house break-ins and the forced
takeover of a radio station.

Comedy of frustration requires
a deft touch, and Schwarzeneg-
ger obviously doesn't have it.
Nor does Sinbnd fare well with a
blustery character that wavers
between good guy and bad guy.

Phil Hartman is stuck with
the role of the smarmy next-door
neighbor considered by the
neighborhood women as “the
perfect husband” (though he's
divorced). And Robert Conrad

hns a few funny moments as the .

cop who bedevils Schwarzeneg-
ger at cvery turn.

The best performance is deliv-
ered by young Jake Lloyd, per-
fect a8 the disoppointed son.

The Twenticth Century Fox
relenss .was produced by Chris
Columbus, Mark Radeliffe and
Michoel Barnathan.

Opens friday, Occ. 6

"DAYLIGHT™

Modern-doy disaster movie about the
aftermath of an exptosion thot seals
both ends of a tunncl connecting Man-
hattan with New Jersey, Stors Sylvester
Stallone. N

Opons Friday, Dec. 13
“THE PREACHER'S WIFE™
Remoko of the 1947 movle “The Bish-
op's Wife,* b foble about an angel who
comes to Earth to heop a preacher’s
struggle to maintain o congregation.
Stars Denzel Washington, Whitney Hous-
ton, Courtney B, Vance and Gregory
Hines.

*JERRY MAGUIRE®

Romantic comody about b $ports agent who
loses hia job through on ilf considered oct of
honor, Tha story follows his comedic journey
10n redemption through on unlikely allisnce
wilh 8 young single mother 3nd his single
temaining client. Stars Tom Cruise,

“MARS ATTACK™

From the swank casinos of Vegas, through
Amefica’s heartland and into the inner
sancium of the Oval Office where even the

Holiday
House open
until Dec. 8

A headline in Thursday's At
Home incorrectly implied that
the The Detroit Symphony 1996
Holiday House and Boutique
would be opening Dec. 8, As the
story correctly noted, the Holi-
day Houss is now open and clos-
es Dee. 8,

A picture of the Symphony's
Holiday House at 780 Vaughan
Roand in Bloomficld' Hills, and
moro information on the house
will run in Thursday’s At Home.

The 1998 Holiday Housc hours
are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 6-8
p.m. Thursday-Friday, 10 am. to
& p.m. Saturdny and noon to &
p.m. Sunday.

Ticketa may be bought for $6
per person in advance from The
Village Barn gift shop, 32760
Franklin Road in Franklin (call
(810) 851-7877), through the
DSO Music Box Boutique or by
calling (810) 646-9186. Tickets
also may bo bought for $8 per
person at tho door.

President sits powetless, “Mats Attacks”
casts a comedic eye at the hystetical
wiought as Americans battl
o tnyasion by little green men from Mors.
Led by Jack Nichalson, the cast includes
Annetie Bening, Plerce Brosaan, Glenn
Close, Danny DeVito, and Sessica Parker.
Qpens Friday, Dec. 20
“TRE CRUCIBLE"™
Suspenseful drama of evit and personal
conscienca based on one of the greatest
plays of tha 20th century. Stors Daniel Day-
Lewls, Winona Ryder, Paut Scofield and Joan
Allen,
*MY FELLOW AMERICANS"
Comedy about two unscrupulous ex-U.S,
Presidents who have nothing in common but
Aheir dislike of onie another wha find
hemselves compelled to travel crass
country together as they investigate a
potentiat White House scandat involving the
current president, Stars Jack Lemmon,
Jomes Gaener ond Dan Aykroyd.
“ONE FINE DAY"
An ofg-tashioned love story for the celtular

“TWOTHUMBS UF! (N
Hicksel Jortaa

wtof thepardl®
“Rld! Wacky!

age. Two corces minded eopie, one male,
the other female, determined never 10 hive
love disappoint them 8gain, ase thrown
together for one chadlic day, the only thing
they have in common ace identical celular
phanies and the fear of letting someone get
too close, The tast thing they expecied was.
to fall in love. Stars Micheile Pfeiffer and
George Clooney. .

“RIICYLE" -

A lavish and colorful drama sct in the age of
Louis XV, The tale of 0 modest country
engineer who travels to cou, & ploce whero
even the stightest misstep can bo fatal. He
must focus every once of energy on
extracting royal favar. The one 1hing he must
not dofis toll in Tave, Stors Foany Ardant,
Chartes erting. Betnard Gitaudeau,
=SCREAM™

A thriller about 8 small lawn that comes
under siege by 3 murderer who takes 2l of
fils cues from the movies. Stors Neve
Campbell, Skeet Uinch, Courtney Cox, Drew
Barrymote and David Arquette.
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