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Take a few tips from the winter driving pros

< How many aceidents would not
have occurred, how many people
waould atill be alive, if the drivers
Involved had previously encoun-
téred the same situntion in a

safe practice sctting and learned

hiow to get out of trouble?
“Renny Grant, Rond Commis-
sion of Oakland County equip-
ment instructor, hns championed
training for RCOC drivers at the
only place of its kind in the U.S.:

the Michigan Center for Decision pRStER
Driving, funded through the B

Michignn Truck Safety Commis-
sion.

Canducted on a special track
and an ultra-slippery, 10-ncre,
524-foot-long skid pad at the

Eaton truck proving grounds
wenr Marshall, the intensive |

trnining cumhmea classroom
work with actunl, behind the

wheel maneuvering through sit- ;.
ditions that have been known to B

Hidve caused aceidents.

~*“Ihe cost of the training iteell
is nominal, since it is supported
by the M
Commission,”

Grant said. “The

larger cost is that of paying our |

drivers while they're taking the
training and the loss of their ser-
vices for n day.”

Road Commission bfficials §

fully suppoert the training.
“Thanks te them, I now have a

commitment to see that every B

RCOC driver will get this vital
training,” Grant said.

“This shows, quite tangibly, “§

that we really mean it when we
say that safety is our number-
one priurity,” Grant said, adding,
“After all, what price could be
put on a human life, whether it
is’one of our drivers or a member
ofthe general public?”

*The centér trains nbout 2,700
dnvcrs a year, whose drxvmg
expericnce ranges from six-

ails,
nstructor Ken Post told
drivers that dnvmg too fust for
road conditions is perhaps the
top cause of accidents. Post

mnde his point by showing a J

video in which a Lansing TV

crew just happencd to be on J§

hind to tape n crosh between
lwo trucks, Miraculously, no one
was killed or injured, but luck
wn3g in the driver's seat.

Post hias logged hundreds of

thousanda of miles behind the
whee! of long-haul semis before
becoming an instructor.

Post said cvery driver —
whether of n truck or a car —
ought to know it tokes time,
good reactions und lots of dis-
lnnce to stop. But cven lhe

that
distances arc based on 55 mph,

which few people drive — and |

etin fewer now that speed limita
hiive been incrensed. They're
algp based on a normal level of
nknncsw But how many drivers
ary tired or, like Rond Commis-
sion people, may be in the second
hhIf of a 16-hour shift?

;Not only that, but Post
efijlained that “typical” stopping
di3tances of about 350 feet for a
tractor-trailer going 55 mph
cbuld be much longer if truck
tires or brakes are worn or the
roadw are sllppory

“=Life doesn't give us too many
secand chances,” Grant said.
“What's s0 important about this
txnmmg is that it gives drivers
usl. that. They Jearn how a big
rif.acts, what it tnkes to get out
offrouble, and what a big differ-
eadn as little as two more miles
nn,huur faster can moke™

-Heﬂ_ are some focts and statis-
tics Michigan Center for Deci-
sIon Driving participants
rccbwe

“#Common errors in two-thirda
ofthighway accidents inelude fol-
14Wing too cloacly, driving too
fdst for conditions, overdepen.
dénce on brakes, driver inatten-
tlon and inability to control

"3 198 persons died in tractor-
tﬂillcr crashes in 1991, of which
spercent were truck
ir 8 purcunt of the trnclohtrulh
[ ummn with cars n
fe ica, tho dead people are m
tifeicars.

MTractor-trailers have higher
iibs of involvements in fatal
mahca than passenger vehicles:
¢k per 100 million miles trav-
ehxi. vs 2.0 for cars.

OThe stopping “cushien” truck
ivers need must be extended
ona second per 10 feet of vehi-
cltilength for adverse driving
cqpditions and another sccond
formight driving.

+s'rhese are the things that go
into stopping —pereeption of the
niad to atop, mental and phyai-
c¢dlireaction to tho pereoption,
bgake Ing and finally, bcngmnmg
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mﬁ:smh rookies to 39-year veter-
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brake system condition and the
traction footprint of the vehicle,

*As speed doubles, braking
distance quadruples.

Given the importance of brak-
ing, it is no wonder that the
MCDD training involves a lot of
braking actions, in both a trail-
er-less tractor ond a full tractor-
trailer rig. Ench driver makes 15
and 30 mph wet and dry atops.
To sce how to dodgc a puu.-n~

tial accident and roturn to the
rondway without crenting a
head-on collision in the incoming
lane, drivers go off and back on
the road at 18, 20, 22 and 25
mph. They learn, as only actual
practice teaches, just what a dif-
ference these scemingly small
differences in apced make in
both their reaction times and
how the truck behaves.

Then each driver practices

making panic lane changes, on

pounds ol' truck and trnllcr are

with incr

lly caused to

s
apeed increnses,

The training has a two-part
grand finnle. First, in a tractor
with no trailer - that's a “bob-
tail” to insiders, “Good huddy” —
to spin out of contrel and do a
“doughhut.”

Finally, the nightmaro of truck

and car drivers, thousands of

and then work to pull out of the
slide.

All the while, Michigan Center
for Decision Driving trainers are
in radio contact with each truck,
offering tips, critiques and point-
ing out when they did well or
“just killed somebody.”

® Post sald every drlv-
er — whether of a truck
or a car — ought to
know It takes time,
good reactlons and lots
of distance to step.
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‘97 Taurus GL.

leFord

Taurus!

+Standard Dual Airbags+ + Air Conditioning *» Automatic
+ Power Windows, Door Locks & Driver Seat * Aluminum Wheels - Speed Control

$225‘

Per month/24 month lease

Thelowest lease payment of the year!
Greatsclection, over 3000 in stocl!
Special lease rates apply to wagons, sedans and Taurus SHO models

Taurus GL Features...

lsl munllx payment J

24 MONTI1, 24,000 MILE

TASE
. 5224067
23000

Cadidoeatsigning.

eposil..
l)own p.\ymull (\anRLLu,l.l

203000
§255467

VISIT ANY ONEOF YOUR 31 METRO DETROIT FORD DEALERS TODAY!

B

Hurry! THIS OFFER ENDS JANUARY 3,1997!
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