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City channels efforts on cable

Channel surf
no more. Farm-
ington 15 pre-
miered Dee. 1.
Farmington 16
is the govern-
ment  oceess
channel for the
city of Farming-
ton. Up until
now, the city of
Farmington has
shared Channel
8 with Farming-
ton Hills.

Farmington City Manager,
Frank Lauhoff talks about the
philosephy of the city having ity
own channel,
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“We're going to use the chon-
nel not only to provido informa-
tion on times, notices and min-
utes of meetings as in the past,
but we're looking to use the
city’s services and how to take
advantage of them. Any kind of
unusual situations that our resi-
dents need to know about, will
also be covered on the channel.”

“In situations such as the
recent outbreak of Legionnaires’
discase in the Farmington/Farm-
ingten Hills arcas Lauhoff says,
“the value of having government
access channels was brought to
the forefront.” Public health
updates ran continuously with
firat-haud, up-to-date coverage

on Channel 8.

- T asked Mr, Lauhoff what clso
may be in storg for us. He told
me about a project in the works
that Kevin Southors, govern-
ment production specinlist, is
now developing, There will be
approximately 20 different pub-
lic sorvice announcements that
will describe activitics and ser-
vices provided by the city. Leaf
pick-up, sled-hill use and porks
information are just n few exam-
ples of whdt you will sec in video
form mixed with graphice and
character-generation. You'll
watch ecouncil members explain-
ing different aecrvices, and
department heada like the Polico

Chief and Recycling Coordinator
detailing what is happoning in
their arcas.

So remember, if it's about
Farmington, you'll hear it first
on Farmington 15.

The next SWOCC meeting is
Tuesday, Dec. 17, at 7 p.m. at
Novi City Hall.

Tho next CAC meeting is
Tuesday, Dee. 10, at 7 p.m, at
sSwocCcC.

Mary Linda Calderone is the
Community Qutreach Coording-
tor for the Southwestern Oak-
land Cable Commission.

Council debates meeting replays on cable

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
STAFF WIITER

Furmington Hills City Council
members want the public to
have plenty of chances to see
them at work, but perhaps not
too many lawyers.

At Monday's regular meeting,
they debated the iden of video
taping their regular meetings
and playing them on the city's
cable access Channel 8, the
"Great 8."

City Muonager Dan Hobbs put
the proposul in terms hard to
resist for the seven elected coun-
cil members.

“At the risk of publicly prais-
ing you all, you are people of
integrity,” Hobba said, “! prize
your sense of humor.”

Hobbs snid replaying the
meetings, which are now cable-
cast live, would give the city’s
video staff an immedinte inven-
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tory. allowing them to plan view-
ing and take pressure off for pro-
ducing programs.

“Eventually we'll be in the
opposite position, where we'll
have plenty of good material and
we'll have to find a chance to
squeeze it in,” he snid.

But Councilman Jerry Ellis,
who is a practicing attorney, said
he was concerned that the city
could be creating evidence that
could be used against it in court.

“No matter how careful we are,
an attorney will use that as evi-
dence,” Ellis snid, adding that
the public can tape the meetings,
come to the council and follow
accounts in the newspaper.

Council members Terry Scver
and Cheryl Oliverm said they
were not as concerned about the
legal pitfalls, but preferred that
the city repeat the meetings so
that everyone who wanted to
could sce them.

City Attorney John Donohue
snid that while the meeting

tapes could be used against the
city, they could also be used for.

But Councilwoman Vicki Bar-
nett said that if the city taped
them, the meotings would
become public record, subject to
the Freedom of Information Act
and other laws that require the
city to inventory and store the
tapes.

“How long must we invento-
ry?” she said, adding that she
wasn't sure whether the city or
Time Warner Cable would be
responsible.

Donochue said that once the
city generates a public docu-
ment, the state dictates how long
it must be kept.

“To my knowledge, the Sccre-
tary of State hns never made any
rulings on it,” he said.

Council members Jon Grant
and Nancy Bates both hod reser-
vations about creating a public
record.

Grant said there would be

stofl time as well as legal ramifi-
cations. Bates said if the topes
were edited, it could be trouble
and if they weren't, some would
be very lengthy.

Donohue said he was not ns.

concerned about the tapes as evi-
dence, since people record them
on their VCRs. He said making
them public documents could
create staff and other headaches
for the city,

“We're playing up the liability
issuc too much,” Sever said.
“Anyone can request verbatim
minutes.”

Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi said he
would like to see the meetings
taped,

“One of the best things we ever
did was to televise council meet.
ings,” he said. “I'd like to see this
done.”

The council agreed to put it on
the Jan. 11 goals scssion agenda.

Holiday art fair planned for OCC Dec. 14-15

The holiday art fair organized by the Michigan
Guild of Artists takes place on Dec. 14 and 15 at
Ouakland Community College, Orchard Ridge cam-

pus in Farmington Hills

The event will host 130 contemporary artists
and feature activities such na the Imagination Sta-
tion which nllows children to explero their art tal-

for the year.

Many still have that final person on their shop-
ping list who is difficult to buy for. Fair goers can
also create their own unigue gift wrap.

The holiday art fair not.only wraps up the holi-
doy scason, it marks the end of the art fair circuit

For more information, call Lori Dick or Karen

ents. Schreiber at 641-1446,
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GREAT DESIGNS

FOR BODY AND HOME

Birmingham Theatre Building :
Birmingham, Michigan 48009 1%
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