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Hawks were close to winning it all

BY DAN O'Mwu

Farmington Harrison was Just
one first down, seven yards and
on'overtime away from possibly
winning the Clasa A champi-
onship last week.

While Grandville dominated
the rushing statistics and
claimed a 24-17 vn::ory in the
end, the Hawks weren't that far
away from capturing what
would've been their cighth state
title in 10 attempts,

On Harrison'a last offensive
play, sophomore receiver Ricky
Bryant cought a fourth-down
pnss for o 16-yard gain but was
stopped at the Grandville 7-yard

line — four short of the first -

own.

“If we had {made the first
down), I think we would've
scored, and overtime would've
been a war because they were o
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very tough team,” Harrison
coach John Herrington said.
“But, sure, you wonder {what
might have happened).”

The Builldogs, who played in
their first state final, rushed for
303 yards while holding the
Howks to 58,

Harrison fired back with 282
yords passing — a record for all
clesses — by senior quarterback
Kevin Bambenek.

“(Grandville) was an excellent
team that was a little more
physicnl," Herrington soid. “A lot
of times we were in the right
position to make plays and they
bowled us over,

“We had trouble getting our
lincbackers to their backs
becnuse of the good blocking and
deception by Grandville.

“We needed to score mare
points; we had beon averaging a
ot more. If we had scored our
30, we would've won. It wasn't
strictly defense; the offense did-
n't come through either.”

It was another good year for
the Hawks, who finished 11-2
and won nine straight ofter los-
ing to Class AA champion
Walled Lake Western in the
third gome.

“We expected quite a bit from
them ‘at the start of the secason,”
Herrington said.

“We knew we had some solid
players, and we could sece
through double sessions and the
scrimmages we were going to be
a good team.

“Then we hit a real good team
(Western), but we didn't realize
how good they were at the time:
We were reeling after that and
didn't play well. Then we beat
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‘Livonia Franklin, which we
thought was a good team, and
we thought we could do some-
thing in the playofTs,

“Beating the good teams thaot
we beat in the tournament waos a
good accomplishment.”

.The Hawks will have to con-
tend with Western and Franklin
in the Western Division of the
Western Lakes Activities Associ-
ation again next year but should
have another good team.

“We have quite a few experi-
cnced ployers coming back now,”
Herrington said.

“A lot depends on the develop-
ment of Jared Hopkins at quar-
terback. He's been with us for
three years, but he hasn’t had
much game experience,

“He's o big quarterback with a
strong arm. If he comes through,
we should be a pretty good foot-
ball team again.”

and Joel Morse (5-10, 186) and
tight end Kevin Crane (6-4, 220).
Styles is the only junior in the

group.
Scnior Nick Gerhard (8-0, 205)
was a member of that unit until
breaking his hand in the sixth
gome of the season against Livo-
nia Franklin. He returned for
the second game of the playoffs
but played defense exclusively.
“The line had all thnt experi-
ence from last year,” Kefgen
snid. “Coach Z (defensive coordi-
nator Mike Zdebaki) coached
them last year, and they had
reatly good fi

in the Silverdome.

1 think Western would have
welcomed a rematch with Glenn,
and I'm sure some were disnp-
pointed that didn't happen.

When the Westorn players
read quotes from the Glenn play-
ers saying they hnd quit and did-
n't want to hit anymore, Apap
aaid thot motivated his tenm for
the playofYa,

If the Warriors had played
Glenn a third time, they proba-
bly would've been bigger under-
dogs than they were. But West-
ern was playing so weli 'd have

d anyone against bet-

“All we did this year was come
in and make sure they always
knew who they were blocking.

“Stevenson was a lot bigger
and stronger than us, but al] we
had to do was get in their face,
We have good speed and, if the
timing is there, we slip (the
Western backa) through; then we
have them into the secondary.”

Kefgen waa just as happy for
his brother-in-law, veteran head
coach Chuck Apap.

“They put in so much time
over the weekends, just like
every coach does,” he said.
“Chuck is 8 very positive person.
He's well organized and doesn'’t
let a stone go unturned.”

ting his house on Glenn a third
time,

“It didn't motter who we were
playing,” Apap said. “We didn't
care about that part of it, It did-
n't matter if it was Glenn, Rock-
ford, whoever; we were going to
keep coming after you.”

How about one final reason for
picking Western? It's the
Macomb County factor, or jinx,

As one who was raised in
Macomb County, I don't say this
lightly, but ne Macomb County
school has ever won a Closs AA
or Atitle.

Another writer, also a native
of Macomb County, goes so far as
to say no team cver will, either.
His thinking is only two schools

and Utiea Ej
crl have programs good enough
to win in any given year, and onc
always eliminates the other.
Of the 29 tenms that have won
Class AA or A titles, nine were

- from Qakland County, seven

West Michigan, six Wayne Coun-
ty, three Soginaw Bay Area and
four other parts of the state,
Brother Rice (4) and Harrison
(3) have combined for seven Qak.
land County championships and
Catholic Central four Wayne
County titles. Macomb County
hes had three runners-up:
Stevenson twice and Fraser.

Hawks add to tradition

Harrison's season didn't have
the happy ending Western's did,
with the Hawks losing to
Grandville in the Class A cham-
pionship game Friday, 24.17.

But o little perspective is
needed, so consider this: You
were & state champion if you
defented Harrison this year.

1 was told it was an emotional
scene in the Harrison locker
room afterward when coach John
Herrington addressed the team.

“When 1 got back with the
team (from the post-game inter-
views) and saw the looks on
their facés and the disappoint-
ment, I got a little choked up,”

Herrington said.

Herrington had intended to
convey ta his players what senior
quarterback Kevin Bambenek
had said to reporters about the
Harrison tradition.

“We have Hawk Pride; we
came back from a lot of things
and stayed together as a team
oll year,” Bambenek said.

“For all the seniors to leave
the tradition like this is hard.
But I think we made o pretty
good tradition for ourselves, even
by not winning.”

It seemed Kevin was express-
ing the disappointment of the
moment but also seeing the big-
picture of a job well done over
the course of four months,

“He wns saying what we
believe: you go there to win,”
Herrington said. *We have the
tradition, but we don't rely on
what other players did, We
believe in our tradition, but we
want to moke our own. He
showed a lot of maturity.”

When a team wins 11 of 13
games, loses only to the very
best, reaches the state finals for
a 10th time in school history and
comes close to winning it all, I'd
say the '96 Hawks more than
upheld the tradition.

That’s how I'll remember this
year's Harrison football team.
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CHIGAN
VS MICHIGAN TECH
7:30pm

| FRIDAY,DEC.27  SATURDAY, DEC. 28

MICHIGAN STATE
VS. LAKE SUPERIOR STATE
‘4:00pm

THIRD PLACE
GAME
4:00pm |

CHAMPIONSHIP
GAME
“7:30pm

TICKETS: $22.50, $16, $12, $8 and $7.50 (Student Ticked)

r day

avallable at Joe Loula Arena Box Ofﬂca and nll 'ﬂcketmaster ncallnns

"4 GENERAL ADMISSION TICKETS
4 HOT DOGS or 4 PIZZA SLICES
4 COKES

KIDS WALK ON ICE!

AYAILABLE ADVAXCE PURCHASE ONLY Ai' THE Joﬁ X omuu
To order the Family Pack or Stutlent Tickets
fall 313039607575
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REDFORD CAYNULIC CENTRAL
coach: Rick Cora
130

5 u m. Tuesdsy, Dec.
10. 3t Ypulantt

Lant yoar's overall record: 195,

Notat
tplaying ot Wayne State;: Justin Hooner otey-
ing al West Liberty (va., State,: Eng Giloo
1Boaling Groen foothall: £5on Kosmowski
shenhaestenm focibatl: Richard Turk «playing
8t Alpions: Chris Kennedy (UM 1occar
sAichsel sorosn.

Leading retutnes,

(¢ McDonslg, 61
gasrd 1Fust-Team AllArea. tendared (o Layola
Gtlnais: Chiss Youn, 0 juniof center.

Promiving newcomers: tick Moora. 6.1
soghomcre guard. Brian Testey. 63 fomward:
150 Jones. 61 junicr guard: Matt Martinez. &
0 guarg. Derrclt Kennedy, 64 formord: Adem
Tiaro. 62 jutior: Rob Gomal. 6:3: Jash Dal
Coono. 59: Dan Siankster. 63 jumor: Chig
Respondec. 63 juar,

Coratti's 199697 outlook: “iWe hava & lat
of nemcomers 33 '3 Garg 10 Lo wnterosting
worly,on. | think wa're going 1o bo Estter o3
the yoor goes on. Ve have 3 good presance
Cutsige with McDonald sng Moore and Chiis
Yeung intade. Youg 1% gOING TG Le 3 good bg
kig, "We'll see what goes.”

(Nate: Al playars are senlors unfess other-
wits deslgnated,)

LIVONIA FRANKLIN
Hond coach: Don Rovnscn, frst sesszn,
ner; T om Tuesdey. Dec. 10. 2t nome vs

ter SecondTapm
guard: Mike Kiisz. 66 fonmard: Brisn Fasione.
63 jumiet guara: Nick Mongesu. 58 junide
guard: Paul Terek. 62 foradrd; Kewin 81gs. 6
1 guora: Cra g Ouprey. 511 guard: Pat Cur

Raiders from page C1

s to graduntion: Chees Misisk

ran, 65 torwad.
Promising newcomers: Jay Fontaine, 63,

ROINg 10 be bigger 1han most toams wa ol
33 wo'll lry %0 Dunch the belh nide quite’s
Bit. We'l) eun when 1he COBOUNy Prasants s
tself; w‘ w Uying 10 heep LNings 3imzie and
get good At a few things. ) 1Nk we can Bh
uccanstyl by doing that,”

LIVONIA STEVENSON [
Head conch: Tim Hewmen, first your, .
Banson operer: 7 p.m. Tuesdsy.

8t home va. Northwille.

‘s ovarall pecord: 11-11,

Notabte losses to graduation: m Greww -
and Matl Quinter (both playing soccer ot the
University of Datrost Mercy.: Eng Cort playing..
Enc Giovennint
i Jim Baton pleying BL

Tyrone Davigson, 61
2 guara; Scelt Broi ™
Potempa.
Weyne Bowers.
formard/center: Brady West. 60 gumra: Tomy
Datto. 60 guara,

Promlsing newcomats: ndy Lamott. 8.4

guara: £o qum\
shi. 61 guara:
forw ard/cantes;

foague e s going 1o be £
petitive from top to bottom. That's good,
Dezause it makes (or §00J games, something .
et Deosie 10 ¢Cmo 10. 1 dzn't hnow f we can -
@ for the top. \Wa an't have as Much w7e 33
28 Fave had in (n BAL. Sa weta gaing 10-:
nase 1o uptemoo L & Itle bil."

up for n lnck of height in a lot of
other ways.

“We can't turn the balt over.
We have to get o shot every tim
we're definitely a perimeter-ori-
ented team. We do have to get
up and down the floor.”

Forth, a team captain along
with Cochran and Rivers, under-
stands the game, knows the sys-
tem and is a tough competitor,
Swinchart said.

Lousia was on the varsity for
the last nine games, averaged
just under four points and was
fourth in assists.

“His strength is his passing
ability,” Swinehart said. “He
sees the Noor real well. and he
plays hard al) the time.

To help with rebounding. the
Raiders have added a pair of 8-2
forwards in 225-pound senior
Harry Banks and 205-pound
junior Carter Campbell. Banks
was a tackle and Campbell a
tight end on the football team.
Banks hasn't played in two

TOM@RR@W AY 7:30

Mahorn Pester Giveaway Sponsored by

XJALES ZWI,. Y Attt T:
Call the Hoops Hotline now for ticket information [
SIS BL2E6 |

Visit us at www.palacenst.com = EE

years but “gives us that physical?
presence inside,” Swinchart snid.
“We look for Harry to be a?
sereener and bnng with the nlher-
post players.”

Campbell asserted hlmsell'.
during summer ball, Swinehart ?
added. He showed on ability to
score over taller ployers, screen:
effectively and be a snhd-
rebounder.

The Raiders have six other:
juniors off a JV squad that was;
15-5. The group consists of 5-8+
Joel Szirtes, 3-10 Alan Pennala, .
5-9 Dan’ Singer, 6-1 Kirk!
Moundros, 5-9 Evan Schlaff and:
6-0 Pat Macek. All are gunrds~
except for ‘\[oundros and \Incek .
both of whom dre forwards. .

North begins the season Tue!-:
day ot South Lyon. .

“We've got o group of kids who+
will show up and play every!
night.” Swinchart said. “They
work hard and give you every
thing they've got.”
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