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This cotumn highlights promotions,
transters, hirings, awards won and
other koy personnel moves within the

a brief blographical summary—includ-
ing the towns of residance and empioy-
ment and a black and white photo if
desirad—to: Movers and Shakers,
Obsarver & Eccentric Newspapers,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, 48150,
Our fax number Is (313)-591-7279
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Apartments name Kaftan

Mol Kaftan,
president of
Kaftan Enter-
priscs in South-
ficld, has been
appointed presi-
dent of the
Apartment
Assaciation of
Michigan
, . thm[h 1997,
serves

Mel Kaftan the multifamily
housing industry and has a member-
ahip of more than 300 including
builders, property developers, owners,
managers and lcasing agents,

Knftan lives in Bloomfield Hilla,

s
Morris earns CCH

Steven L. Mor-
rig, chairman of
Morris & Berke
Real Estato
Group in Troy,
has received the
designation of
Certified Com-
mereinl Invest-
ment Member
from the Com-
mereinl Invest-
ment Real

Steven L. Monis

Estate Network.

Course work included financiol
analysis, comtercial brokerage, mar-
ket analysis, tax planning, manag-
ing/marketing troubled assets, deci-
sion analysis and negotiation.

Morris resides in Bleomfield Hills.

g
Fenster earns CCI

Matthew B, |
Fenster of West
Bloomfield also
has been award-
ed the profes-
sional designa-
tion of Certified

Commercial
Investment
Member. He
' k e  worka for Mor-
ris & Berke
Watthew B. Fenstor  p.v'poyove
Group in Troy.
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Olson promotes 2

The John M. Olson Co., general con-
tractors and construction managers,
apnounces two promotions.

John Olszewski has been elevated
to vice president of operations from
senior project mannger. He is charged
with implementing corporate operat-
ing- procedures and policies affecting
conatruction operations,

Mark Fitzpatrick has been pro-
moted to exccutive vico president
from vice president. His responaibili-
ties include development and imple-
mentation of corporate policies and
procedures, long and short-term
strategic planning and quality
improvement.

ban real estato ty. Send -

@he Farmington ADbserver.
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Winter doesn't officially arrive_
until 9:06 a.m, Dec. 21. That
doesn’t mean we should wait
until then to get the house ready
for the cold, windy, snowy weath-
er that lics ahead.

In fact, the nasties already
have arrived.

Most homeowners don't do
everything they can to ensure a
comfortable lifestyle for them-
selves — or protect the structure
and grounds from the elements,

“Why don't you buy an
umprella until it rains?” said
Elliot Solomon, owner of
Guardian Home Inspection in
Orchard Lake, “I don’t know
why. Human nature, I guess,

Winterize us, houses plead

tract with the temperature.

“Poople den't realize they
break during  winter,”
Falkiowicz said.

M If the ground isn't yet
frozen, make sure that the soil
grade areund tho outside of the
housc slopes awny from the
structure. This can be done by
raking or adding some topsoil.

Rick Bowling, owner of
Amerispec Home Inapection
Service in Plymouth, has apec-
ulated that up to 60 percent of
wator in basements results
from poor exterior grading.

® Install storm windows/
plastic interior window insula-
tion kits if cold secps in around
the glass. Check the bottom of
front nndLruur doors for drafts,
and ip i

Most of us are procrasti
“People don’t think winter's

coming,” said John McCormick,
owner of a house inapection ser-
vice in Birmingham. “Everyone
thinks winter's here in Decem-
ber. Cold weather really hits the
first of November. You should do
most of the (maintenance) stuff
then” _

“For most people, it's ‘I'll do it
tomorrow, I'll do it noxt week,”
snid Mike Faolkiewicz of Afford-
able Home Inspection in Garden
City.

All right, enough of the brow-
beating. There moy still be time.
Set aside a couple hours on a
Saturday or Sundny, take a per-
sonal day off work and tend to
the basics,

. M First off, clean the leaves
out of the gutters and down-
spouts. This item should head
the list. If you have the time or
inclination to do only one task,
thia is it. C e avatees

“Melting snow refreezing and
working its way up tho shingles
is what you don't want,”
Solomon said. “You don't want
ice damming.”

“Gutters arc the main thing,
especially in corners,” Falkiewicz
concurred. “That’s where they
can get a lot of ice dams.”

Ice forming in gutters can get
under shingles, melt and drip
water onto ceilings inside the
house.

Make sure the cxtension lad-
der ia on solid ground. Wear
gloves so you don't scrape your
honds inside the gutters. Use an
old paint brush to gather ledves,
twigs and silt, Tap the nails

, holding the gutters in place to
make sure the pitch is true.

“Extend downspouts if you
have to to get water away from
the house,” Falkiowicz said.

- Extenders can be purchased
fairly inexpensively at hardware
and hoeme improvement outlets,

B Winterize outside water
faucets; take care of hoses.

Firat, remove, drain, tie and
store all vinyl/rubber hoses,
preferably inside the housc so
they don't crack. '

Then, go into the basement
and turn off the water supply
shut-off valvea to outside
faucets. For houses without a
basement,. look for shut-off
valves under the sink in the
kitchen or behind the tub or sink

" in the bath, ,

After that, go outside and open
tha outside faucets to make aure
al residual water drains.

Pipes filled with water ncar n
cald spot can expand and con-

_.cartridge fuses, McCormick

i Y.
Also, in older houses, cold
may pour in through the
kitchen exhaust fan.

If that’s the case, consider
insulating with a window insu-
lation kit or a clear, plastic
trash bag. But you won't be
able use the fan until spring if
you do so.

Again, materials are avail-
able, fairly inexpensively, at
:uzr;m improvement retail out-
o

Experts offers other advice:

M “The central air condition-
ing unit (outaide) should be
disconnected,” McCormick
gaid. “If it gets below freezing
and the air is accidentally
turned on, you can crack the
compressor.”

Qutside, near the air condi-
tioner, will be a 9-by-4-by-6-
inch electrical box. Inside the
box, you can remove a couple

said, .
B “People should get their
lawn sprinkling system blown
out,” Solomon said. “Sprinkler
lines aren't buried that deep.
Water will freeze. Lines get
broken all the time.”

W Sweep the leaves from the
street at curb gutters in front
of your hodse so that water
doesn’t dam and turn to ice
when the snow and cold tem-
peratures move in for good.

Algo, if you have n storm
water catch basin in front of
your house, keep it free of
leaves and snow 8o that water
can drain from the entire
block.

B Change the batteries in
your smoke detectors.

there’s at least six inches of
insulation in the attic and that
insulation has been stuffed
nbove the cement wall and
below the upstairs wood floor
joists where possible in the
basement, '

| Don't neglect the land-
scaping, again, weather per-
mitting.

Either rake'and compost
leaves, run over them with a
mulching lawn mower or bag
them for pick-up, It'sa OK to
prune broken, dead or erossing
branches in trees, but wait
until spring to trim bushes and
shrubs.

“Leaves smother your lawn,”
said Larry Wright, president of
the Metro Detroit Landscape
Association. “You get different’
diseascs that can be under-
neath a leaf layer”

8
Remove debris: Clean gutters and downspouts will help prevent major
B In older houses, check that  ice and drainage problems from arising.

IAYT POTUS BT JIN JAGDIELD

Preventing trouble: A leaf cover on lawns may harbor diseases that could )
damage the grass. Raking or blowing is the solution. )

Both joint owners must agree to partition property

Q. My brother and I own prop- You cannot severe the i r i of the
orty ns joint tonants with full joint life eatate at this time.
rights of survivorship. I am the rent duc under the breached Iease. .
intorestod in partitiening the Q. I am wondering of you can tell mo when o Surrender of n lease involves more than mere
property and am planning to do landlord has a duty to mitigate damages where abandoament of the premises by the tenant;-it
80, but um told that that moy be there has been a fajlure to pay rent. N requircs o mutunl agreement between the landlord
n problem. Can you give mo an Tho tenant has not really glven up the and the tenant to terminate the leasc. Obviously, the
answer? . . premliacs, although he haos not pnid rent, and  burden of proving aurrender is on the party nsserting

. . has offoctivoly loft tha lensed premises, theaurrender

A. Simply stated, joint tenoncy although hoe has not given ua tho keys, Whut are
with full righta of survivarship cre- “my obligations?
ates a joint life estate with dual con-
tingent remainders in the law,

and, unless he accepts surrender of the
premises, ho has a right to colleet tho full amount of

Robert M. Meisner is an Oakland County area
attarney concentrating his practice in the arcas of con-
A. A landlord does not have a duty to mitigate dam-  dominiums, real cstate, corporate latw and litigation,

nﬁfgg;‘g? Although a life cstate can be parti- ages when there has been no definitive breach of the  You are invited to submit topics that you would like to

tioned, the contingent remainders lenwe terms. When a landlord hns a lawsuit for rent, sce discussed in this column, including questions
cannot. Therefore, dunl contingent it haa been recognized ns n distinct cauco of action  about condominiums, by writing Robert M. Meisncr,
remainders of the joint life estate are deemed inde-  that differs from other availabte remedies for breach 30200 Telegraph Road, Suite 467, Bingham Farma MI:

structible and cannot be defeated by the valuntary of a lense contract. 48025. This column provides general information and,
act of only one of the life tennnts. In an action for rent, the landlord has no duty to  should not be construed as legal opinion.
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