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3" " We are A Five Star Builder,
: \ Come Check Us Out!
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Introducing The Ravines of Woodland
Lake, a brand new single-family home
community offered by Adler Building
& Development Co, Qur creative, open
floorplans give you the space you've

(810) 228-0775

z been lool for,
I Am?hyou'll notice
R 1246 p.m,, closad Thy c it

134 °°°F032‘,7m 7,”;,.4,,,,,“" cunstmc‘llmndctgl]s.
¥ Gosed Thun. duingDec and Jan)  Phase Il homesites
& now available.

How much does architect cost?

Okay, 80 your
architeet is on beard
and you have done
all that you can to be
a groat client and
together you are
working . on the
design of that dream
project ... but wait o
minute, how much is
this going to cost?

1 like to tell my
clients at the start of
the project, before
the finishea are secured, what the
lowest price for what they have
doscribed may be. Are you sitting
down? Good because my bottom
number is $100 per square foot for
new construction and can risc to
$200 per square foot for lota of cus-
tom work done in more esoteric
materiala,

For $125-$140 per square foot, one
gets o fine house with custom cabi-
nets and plenty of special details.
However these are only my numbers.
Each architect is going to have a dif-
ferent range, which ia indicative of
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client. If you arc undortaking a major
project, be sure that your architect
will be providing study model(s) a8
part of his services.

Express your opinions of the pro-
jeet = now is the time to do 8o, not in
n month or so. The project ought to
be somewhat creative, i.e. it may be a
solution/design that a client hus
never seen before and will, thercfore,
take time to get used to.

Keep the madel for a few days.
Look at it from a variety of angles
(not just as a bird flying overhcad!)
and try to imagine what it may be
like to live in the spaces. To help with
this, cut out properly scaled pieces of
paper to represent your major pieces
of furniture and arrange them in the
approprinte rooms, This wili help you
understand where the spacea may be
too baggy or tight,

Two areas to be considered during
this initin) phase are the structure
and the ceiling plane.

Most reaidential conatruction hides
the actual structure behind both an
exterior as well as interior skin, His-
torically, tudors and certain forms of
mddern i use the struc-

past client history and pr -
choose one whose history and aver-
ages corresponds with your ability to
pay for the final product.

On the other hand, if a client had
juat $76 to spend but was willing to
cexperiment in the form and finishes,

o great project could be produced.

Beaunful new home designs in

The difficulty arises when a client
has modest means but wanta to
mimic an exponsive, well-detailed
project. The materials become thin
and fake and, in the end, originality
and quality are lost.

Renovation costs are more difficult
to predict, but renovation costs are
higher than new construction costs
« per square foot.

In the course of schematic design,
which is the firet phase, a series of
meetinga will occur between the
architect and homeowner. The first
one is the most thrilling of all meet-
ings. At this meeting the project is
not yet a beautiful thing, but it is put
on the table for all to ace and com-
ment on. This meeting serves to
shake out ideas and suspicions that
architect and client have. It should
be a point of departure and to be eri-
tiqued. It is the start of what will
become the final project.

Ideally one’s architeet should pre-
pare study cardboard models so0 that

this magnificent setting, tucked

ARK RIESE SOUTH
wita the rare privacy of deep,
o)t unsporled wodlands
Ky From the mid $300,000',
i =9 (3 H10-669-1070
Lol e 3] uilein conjunceion wiek:
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A great location, minutes from
Laurcl Pask Place with Norchwlle's
acclmmed schoals. Visit our fresh
new decotated model and see this
wooded site.

From the $290,000's.
313-420-1145
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Hun)-! Only a few homesites remain } < :
in the final phase of this hot seling,
Quick occupancy ina
1ranquil contry selting, Located on
Maple Rd, west of Wixom Rd. Visit
our sales office al Loon Lake \Woods.
From the $200,000's.
810-960-0770

A picturesque wooded
neighbarhood with all-spans
lake privileges. New model plans

now avalable.
From the low $240,000's.
810-960-0770

A llage stmosphere, winding
sidewalks and a great location wath
exemplary Novi schools. Beautifully £
decorated models now open. Several
hamnes currently under consiruction
for quick eceupancy.

From the $270,0007s.

810-347-7853

Balll 4 confuncrion mith:

Crescendo Bullders

the forms and even spaces of the pro-
lvzed.

ture to create natural rhythms in
space. Classical architecture adorned
these structural “bays” with decora-
tion. Throughout history, false struc-
tural definitions have been used for
decorative purposes.

Unfortunately though, current con-
struction techniques fail to provide
these critical design elements. One
ean encourage onc’s architect to uti-
lize the structure as a design tool. In
terms of the ceiling, what was once a
surface made up of coffers, bays and
beams hos become a flat unadorned
plane of painted cardboard - casy for
builders and chenp for clients.
Without a doubt, it is the most
under-designed surface in the con-
temparary construction. Sure, noth.
ing is less expensive than a shect of
painted cardboard, but nothing says
or means less. It is important that
both structure and ceilipg, which are
inherently connected to cach other,
be cansidered early on in the design
process, Get your architect to consid-
er these ideas!

At this point, don't be concerned
about the appliances, countertop
materiala or the infinite number of
details, These wil be determined
later. It is the large-scole, formal
iasues that are on the table. Roof
shape, location of entrance, room

Jjeet can be und d and
Models are nn essential design tool
for the architect and — I have come to

realize — even more important for the,

relationships (which would include
whether the master suite is on the
first or second flaor), whether the
house is a good “party” house, how

A carefree condominium Ilifesfyfe
with world-class amenities.

ONE, TWO & THREE BEDROOM MULTIPLE-BATH
Homes FroM THE $70's To THE $190°s.
Complimentary valet parking for model visitors.

Sales Center open daily 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sunday Noon to 5 p.m. and by appointment

5000 Town Center will surpass your highest expectations
for luxurious living. Spacious condominiums with

panoramic views and a long list of amenities including a
I private fitness center, sauna, heated pool, lighted tennis
courts, valet parking and 24-hour Concierge. Priced within
reach so you can realize your dreams. Visit soon.

5000 TOWN

Mrivate Resjdences
5000 Town Center ® Southficld, Michigan 46075
810.351.HOME (4663) ~ :

Lovatad at the corner of Evergreen Road and Civic Center Drive
© ab Pandential Town Cenber, in Southficld.
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the sun ploys a role in the orienta-
tion of the house, etc. are under con.
sideration in this phase.

The first-floor master suite is o rel-
atively new idea in the continued
evalution of the American house. In
the era when the great percentage of
house buyers were heads of house-
holds with a spouse and children,
putting the master suite on the sec-
ond floor made a great deal of sense.
‘There it could be adjacent to the chil-
dren’s bedrooms.

In today's environment, mast buy-
ers are empty-nest couples, single
parents, singles, childless couples,
ete. For these buyers, firat-floor mas-
ter suites make more gense. .

Making kitchens open to or extend-
ing into family rooms with TVs and
other audie/video equipment is
becoming popular. I believe this
trend is more popular in the South
and is slowly making its way north.
These design ideas need to be consid-
ered carly on.

Good party houses have few dead
ends in the circulation and room
arrangements. Dining rooms flow
into kitchens, and kitchens flow into
foyers, and living rooms open to as
many rooms ns passible. These are
great houses for people who enter-
tain but not necessarily great for
-intimate gatherings.

Now is the time to consider the
scale of the house — not all houses
utilize the same scale, and we recog-
nize this when we say “this doesn’t
secm as big 08 . . . ." Scale is ticd to
size but is subtler and not as quan-
tifinble, Proper manipulation of
scalar devices can make a large
object fecl comfortable and relote to
the peaple inside the apace.

A final but eritical issuc that must
be kept in check is the size of the pro-
ject, If the anticipated budget is $100°
per aquare foot and you have allowed
$350,000 for the project, the project
must not exceed 3,600 square feet.

One way to accomplish this is to
insist that the architect provide cal-
culations for ench schematic design
proposal.

As an owner, it is important keep
on top of the size of the project
because once the project moves on to
later phases, it is difficult to reduce
its size.

Steve Sivak is a licensed architect
in private practice and an adjunct
professor of architceture at Lawrence
Technological University in South- -
field. He specializes in well-crafted
residential and commercial architee-
ture and can be contacted at (313}
769-8502,
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