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Toy story: Howard Langston (Arnold Schwarzencgger) meets a shady Santa (James

Belushi) in “Jingle All the

Way.”

Readers share memories
of frantic toy searches

. ‘There have been Barbies, Mas-
ters of the Universe and Buzz
Lightyear dolls, But the Cabbnge
Patch Kids are unparalleled in
toy-shopping folklare.

Thirteen years after their

introduction, the pop-vyed dolls
with puffy checks and out-
stretched, give-me-a-hug arms
provoke stories of Christmas
shopping horrors ... well, experi-
ences ... from Observer & Eccen-
tric readers.
" Of the 19 entries to our Holi-
dayi Toy Scarch contest, seven
wcrl& reminiscences of the Cab-
bage Patch Wars, Barbie (three
essays) was a distant sccond. No
other toy wns mentioned more
than once.

" Some samples:

. “Bchind us was a blur of faces
and bodies, running and yelling
‘Cabbage Patch Dolls!” We
lunged towards the cart and
grabbed at the boxes. Sweet vic-
tory, I had two dolls in my
hands, ..." (Jan Alpert of West
Bloomficld.)

“Iiwent on dnily reconnais-
sanep missions to all the big toy
storgs and a lot of little ones,
too.” (Jo Ann Tierney of Farm-
ingtop Hills.)

“My phone was ringing when I
walked in, and o lady offered me
$100 for the dol! — she was on a
pay phone at Meijer’s.” (Lynn
Martel of Livonia.)

Stories about hunting for other
toys proved just as intercsting,

however.

Margnaret Nottingham of Troy
wrote of the search for a Bathtub
Baby doll for granddaughter
Amanda. “Even her grandpa,
who hates shopping, went to
Meijer's and moved lots of Cab-
bage Patch Dollies to look for
her.”

Audrey Kohn of Westland
admitted Masters of the Uni-
verse turned her “from a nice,
calm mother to a wild, fighting
get-out-of-my-way mom!™

Deborah Kninu wrote a charm-
ing picce about hiding twe scarce
Buzz Lightyears (from “Toy
Story”) in another section of the
store, giving her time to get her
checkbook and return. The
Christmas gift to son Timothy —
the only thing he wanted —
brought joy to some rough times
during the family’s move to
Michigan. (But Kninu added:
“P.S. I hope the same thing docs-
n't happen this year with ‘Space
Jam'!")

The contest was inspired by
the current haliday flick “Jingle
All the Way,” in which Arnold
Schwarzenegger as Howard
Langston is frantically secking
the season’s hottest action figure
- Turbo Man - on Christmas
Eve. His odyssey pits him
against mail carrier Myron (Sin-
bad), who is also out for the last
Turbo Man, a shady Santa
(James Belushi) and a tough
police officer (Robert Conrad).

COMING ATTRACTIONS
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Each of our 19 winners is
receiving a “Jingle All the Way”
prize packege — a memo board,
T-shirt, stocking cap and color-
ing book.

Thanks for the memorics.

Write an essay
and win tickets

if you believe in miracles, the
power of angels and have a story
to tell combining the two, New
Line Cinemas and The Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers have an
opportunity for you.

Send in an essay, 100 words or
less, describing your miracle and
win passes to the preview
screening of “Michnel,” starring
John Travelta as a_mischicevous
archangel living in Town. Tickets
for the 7:30 p.m. Dee. 18 showing
can be picked up at the Star
Theatre John R box offices. The
winner will be notified Dec. 16,
the last dny to submit entries.

Write to: The Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers, 36251
Schooleraft, Livonia, 48150, to
mail entries. Entriea can alse be
faxed at (313) 591-7279, Address
all entrics to the attention of
Keely Wygonik, Taste and
Entertainment Editor. Be sure
to include your name, night and
day time phone numbers on the
entry.

Opens Friday, Dec. 13

“THE PREACHER'S WIFE”

Romoke of the 1947 movio “The Bishoo's
Wife,” @ fable about an angel wha comes 1o
£arth to heep a preacher’s strugglo 10
mainlaln o congregation, Stars Denzel
Washington, Whitney Houston, Courtney B.
Yonce and Gregory Hines,

“JERRY MAGUIRE" *

Romantic comedy obout @ sports agent who
loses his job through an i) considered oct of
toror. The story foliows his comedic journcy

ton redemption through an unlikely alliance
with 8 young single mother and his single
tematning client. Stars Tom Crulse.
“*MARS ATTACK"
From the swank casinos of Veges, though
America's hearttand and Into the Inner
sanctum of the Oval Otfice where even the
President sils powerless, “Mars Altacks™
casts o comodic eyo ol the hysterical
pandemonium wrought 83 Ameticans battlo
an invasion by little green mea from Mars.
Led by Jxck Nicholson, tho cast includes

Watle M0t
Rudlgh's g

s amd 30 anmat seotp

‘Annctie Bening, Picrco Brosagn, Glean
Close, Danny Devito, and Jessica Porker.
Opens Fridoy, Dec. 20

“THE CRUCIBLE"

Suspenseful drama of evi) and personal
conscience based an one of the greatest
plays of the 20th century, Stars Danlel Day~
Lewis, Winona Ryder, Paul Scoficld and Joan
Align,

“MY FELLOW AMERICANS™

Comedy about two unscrupufous ex-U.S.
Presldents who have nothing In common.
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