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fter 30 years in onc carcer,
Helene Blackman is not bored —
she's board cortified,

The Engle Elementary fourth-
grade teacher is one of 135 edu-
cators in the country to receive
certification from the National
Board for Professional Teaching
Standards. Blackman carned
hers in the aren of Middle Child-
hood/Generalist.

For that, Blackman endured
the year-long process that
involves writing essays, putting
together student work portfolios
and videotaping her clasaroom
performonce.

“It helped me analyze my
teaching,” Blackman said. “My
goal is to take these kids as far
as they can go, realizing they all
have different strengths.

“It was a lot of work, but it
wns worth it. It was a great
honor to achieve this."

‘The National Board for Profes-

sional Teach-
ing Standards
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Jill Fleming, High dow Com-
mon Campus; Rose Jakab,
Cheryl Pelleticr, and Margarot
Price, all of Alamedn Early
Childheod Center.

Like those educators, Black-
man sharcs a passion for her
profession,

Blackman was instrumental in
starting a computer lob ot Eagle.
She wrote grants and helped
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Y
in her teaching, Helene set out
to help others learn.”

Her technology expertise is not
limited to computers, though.

Blackman wrote grants and
was able to use AT&T Long Dis-
tance Loarning Network for
three years. She's nlso allowed
students to take virtual field
trips to the Rift Valley in East
African through Ted Turner's
Learning Network through a

cable TV hook-up.

Sho started as opeech patholo-
gist in Southfield Public Schools
in 1964 and joined Farmington
schoola in 1977 in the samo role.
She beeame a classroom teacher
at Eagle in 19686.

As a speech pathologist, she
worked at Foirview Early Child-
hood Center when K-12 Inatruc-
tion Director Don Cowan was
principal. As a prank, Cowan
removed all the desks and chairs
and placed doll furniture inside
her classroom.

‘The redecoration still draws a
chuckle from Blackman, who
atands B-feot tall,

“I thought it was funny,” she
said, .

The furniture mover is not
surprised by her accreditation.

“That’s just marvelous,”
Cowan snid. *I know how much
time and cffort she put into it. I
thought at the time she was
going through this (certification
process), how terrible it would bo
to go all through it and not get
it.”
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Helene Bl talks

with her fourth graders,
Julie Moss, Jason Masters

While going through the certi-
fication process, Blackman said
she was able to reflect on her
teaching carcer. Her fourth
grade class was particularly sup-
portive during the process, she
said.

- Blackman recently completed
her master's degree in Educa-
tional Administration at Michi-

from left: Brendan Spiegel,

and Brian Goff.

gan State University. She has o
bachelor’s degree from Wayno
State University.

Hor knowledgo of computers
appears matched only by a giga-
byte of zeal.

“1 love working with children,”
Blackman said. “I love to sce
their enthusiasm and I love to
see them learn.”

“Don't sell it on the scxiness of
it; Don't sell it on tho attributes.

“I think that is going to bhe
the screen through which this
posses — what benefits does it
have for kids."

The district’s Internet project
“Stepping inte the Future with
Technology,” features a $152,000
technology Jab at O.E. Dunckel
Middle School and a $69,100
micro-computer phyaica lab at
Harrison High in thia year's

budget. Thoso projects only lay
the foundantion, Maxfield said,

The $23 million proposed for
teehnology would:

Signiﬁgnmly increase the

presged video images and speed
up data tranamission through-
out the district,

M Provide nccess to applied
technology through modular

number of puters.
‘Though the four to eight comput-
ers per classroom figure given is
a bit high, Maxfield said. A more
realistic ratio is ono computer
for every four students.

W Allow for a fiber-optic net-
work that would carry com-

e
middle
schools and add micro-phyaica
labs — like Harrison's — ot all
high achools. Such applied tech-
nology would simulate what stu-
dents will likely face in the busi-
neas world, Maxfiold said.

To avoid having obsolote com-

P work — like
O.E. Dunckel’s — at all
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much as you thought you might
have”

In the same district survey, 80
percent of respondents said they
have home computers. That
might lend some people to ques-
tion adding more to the diatrict’s
classrooms.

The reason has to do with
more than access to a computer,
Maxfield said.

“We're not teaching computers
for the sake of teaching comput-
ors,” he said, “They con learn
that somewhero clse.

“The computer is n tool for
problem solving. The computer
is o tool for sclf-expression. The
answer isn't, ‘It'a good to have
computers because you might
need them sometime.

“It's the npplh\:ution.'
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