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lunch, did not hesitate to con-
vict, much to the relief of a close
friend of Melissa Bovair, 21.

“I'm very hnppy,” said Megan
McWillinms, a friend of *Missy”™
Bovair for six yenrs,

McWilliams was sitting next
to Arthur Coyce's former girl-
friend who testified againat him.

The woman will likely have to
testify ngainst him agnin in Jan-
uary when he stands trial on
chargea that he abducted,
assaulted, raped and threatened
to kill her 10 days after the fatal
fire.

Her statements to police and
later testimony were important
to the murder case.

“I'm relieved,” ehe naid of the
verdict. “I know he'll probably
maoke me go through another
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trial, but that will just add
another 20 yeara (to his six life
seatences).”

Cayce's reaction was much dif-
ferent.

In the courtroom he spoke
civilly to Judge Barry Howard
when asking that his phone
privileges be reinstated. They
had been taken sway by 47th
District Judge Marla Parker
after Cayco called a witness
from his cell. .

Judge Howard denied the
request. .

After the judge and jury hnd
left, Cayce threatened his former
girlfriend. )

“I'm coming for you,” he said
while being led out of court by
sheriff's deputies.

She wasn't surprised by the
remark.

*] knew he would say some-
thing,” sho snid. “Ho just likes to
make everyone’s life hell.”

Cayce had threatened the
woman'’s brother, saying “you're
next” after the preliminary cxam
in February and then proclaim-
ing his innocence outside the
court room.
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The other man accused in the
double murder, George Tyrone
Davis, 24, of Westland, still
awaits his trial on the same
charges. But Cayce'’s conviction
is some comfort for the victims'
family.
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through the charges,”

The jurer said he hadn't real-
ized that the house he drove by
every day to work with the blue
tarp on its roof had been the one
severely damaged in the deadly
blaze of Dec, 18-18, 1895,

“It was very businesslike,” he
anid of the deliberationd. “There
was nobody in doubt.”

Cayce and George Tyrone
Davis, were both charged with
firat-degree murder, felony mur-
der ond arson after the mother
and daughter were found inside
their burning house in the early
morning hours of Dec, 19. Davis
will go on trinl now that Cayce’s
is complete,

Defense attorney Kerry O.
Phillips had tried to find enough
inconsistencics in the stories of
former friends of Cayce, who he
had tald about the murder.

On Thursday, Phillips asked a
16-year-old former friend of
Cayce about his role in giving
the killer a gas container that
was used in the arson, The boy
gaid he saw Davis and another
man, but did not see Cayce in
the cor and waived it into the
drivewny with a hand gesture.

Another prosccution witness,
Qeren Ratliffo, 26, snid he alone
haed been with Coyce when they
drove to the youth’s Farmington
Hills house to pick up the gas
can and the boy waived them on
by and not into the driveway.

Another prosccution witness,
Mali Harrison, 21, had testified
that Cayce had told her of the
murders and arson about 10
days later after also telling her
about abducting, raping and
threatening his former girl-

friend, who was a close friend of

Melissa Bovair.
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“He told me, ‘I'm
responsible for that,'™
Harrison said. N

But Phillips focused in
on jewelry that had been
stolen during from the
Bovair household and
nsked why police had
found it in Harrison's
car. She said it had been
given to her carlier as a
gift by Cayce and she did
not know it was stolen.

During his closing
argument Friday morn-
ing, Phillips reminded
jurors that they had
sworn to acquit if they
had a reasonable doubt,
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“Much of the evid

is not challenged,”
Phillips said, adding
that he agreed that an
argon killed the two
women and property was
stolen. “That's uncontyo-
verted.”

Phillips questioned the lack of
fingerprints on a TV, VCR and
other items stolen from the
Bovair home and recovered by
police and questioned the
integrity of the prosecution wit~
nesscs.

“She (Harrison) admits that
she had received stolen praperty,
but doesn’t know how it gat into
her car,” he aaid.

or.

The seven women and five
men jurors were more impressed
by the “abundant” cevidence
offercd By assistant Qokland
County Prosccutor Lisa Madzia.

“The testimony has been con-
gistent,” she told the jurors.
“You've scen evidence of the fire,
testimony from Dr. (Mark) Fis-
chione (medical examiner), and
testimony that is consiatent.”

Qulck case: Evidence against
Arthur Cayce, above, was abun-
dant, according to the prosccu-
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The juror who spoke said he
thought the forewoman’s emo-
tions during the reading of the
verdict were spurred by the fam-
ily's reaction when the first % 2y . R )
“guilty” was read. N

“I was glad that we did not
have to sec pictures of the bod-
ies of the victims,” he said.

Cnyee, who fnces six mandato-
ry life sentences for the murders
of the two women, will be sen-
tenced at 10:30 a.m. Dec. 23. He
will nlso be sentenced for the
arson and for being a habitual
eriminal, He had been convicted
of two break-ins in 1990 and of a
felony drug charge in 1993.

Cayce also faces charges of
first-degree criminal sexual con-
. duct, attempted murder, abducs
tion and nssault in January.
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