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HECREATIONS OF SCIENCE'

The appearance of a book of up
roarfous ‘humor by Stepben Leacock;
protessog of logic in a Canadfan unk
versity, calls attention once more td
humor as a eafety valve to a career
devoted t¢ the more serious things of
fact, not. usually recog:
! Belleved, that minds
which are.concerhed with philosophy,
mathematics, atatistics, or other ab-
sorbing Inteilectual pursuits find thelr
recreation in something quite the re-
verse of these topics, says thé Chica-
go Tribune. Tha lnte 'Sir Campbell-
Bannermen, the British preinter, found
solace 1n reading-mnumerable French
romances of the most modern type.
“Lewls Carroll” was g mathematiclan,
deeply expert in the-scfence, and it 18
telated that when Quéen Victorla be
came charmed with his “Alice” stariea,
she sent out for all his previous worke.
‘They brought her several books on
calculus, logarithms, etc. "A few years
8go & nonsense book, How to Tell
Wild Flowers From the Blrds, delight-
ed us. Its author proved o be a pro-
“fessor of some dull sclence at Johns
Hopklos. And thus it goes. Extrefabs
meet An astronomer, When awny
from his ereplece, throws himself
with ardor into pingpong. A mathema-
ticlan In private life holds the tiddlg
de-winka champlonship. The law ‘of
compepsation works, and pature pro-
vides a safety valve which prevents
the boller from blowing up.

A member of the British parllament,
Bir Henry Seymour King, bas beed
unscated because 1t was found that he
had been “gullty of treating his con-
stituents lavishly.” The cable does
not explaln whether he furnished bar-
rels of beer or boxes of campalgn
clgars for the purpose of winning the
favor of the voters, or Whether he
went 50 far as to dlstribute bottles of
scotch and eoda. In any event, the
judges who considered his case were
not disposed to excuse him on' the plea
that if beer or clgars were distributed
they were.pagsed around by his
triends who were eager to “put him
over.” In England they have &-cor-
rupt practices act which 15 enforced
without the necessity of euch dilatory
proceedings as have characterized the
Lorimer case.

The graduates of s high school 1
Washington were warned to keep
away from the fashlonable set it they
" wished to avold degradation and lead
upright Christlan lives.
quent orator might have témpered his
fears for thelr future by the reflection
that it takes comething more than
aondetermination to lead upright lives
to get into the fashlonable set of the
capital—it tekes mopey.

Following a dlspute in s medical
convention fn Philadelphla on the re-
moval of tonsils, and the sharp critl-
cism of young surgeons for removing
tonsils on slight pretexts, a resolution
was adapted calling for an exbaustive
report on the mattef mext year. But
this will kardly tend to creata over-
much confidence and pleasant feeling
In peopie whosa tonsiliar troubles
will ‘occur this year.

Refore leaving Chlcago for Detroit,
Ray. Joscph Anderson Vance declared
that to be, with the possible exception
of San Franclsco, the wickedest £ity
In the world. It might be suggested
to the' reverend gentleman that there
sre as many “wickedest citles” as
there are citles with “the finest water
supply In the world.” It would take
an ‘expert to decide between them.

A Michigan man remembers when
he was getting $25 and Taft $12 on
the same peper, Now Taft is presi-
dent and gets $75,000. The Michigan
mun s an editor aid gets an invita-
tion to join ‘the press association.

“The housefly,” opines Doctor 3¥il-
son, has 1ts good polnts. 5o has a'cac-
tus, but wa advise our readers fo
peuse and copsider befors swafting
said cactus. We hope everybody sees
the polnt. “

—
A Baltmore men left part of his
money to 8 girl ‘who had been dead
28 years. That’s the way Iit' goes.
Somebody 18 &lways leaving money to
folks Who don't need It b

—_
The report that 8 New York itaxi-
cab company, s losing money leads
one to suspect tbat certain. persons
afe eligiblo to the Anantas elud.’

A man in Comnecticut has had the

sovel experlence of having hig

" Whfch Hilfg on™ T halr;T8a
bald head. .

- +LRPTYPRS BFSIeP. 188 Ehatiered by, the
-""piano playing of 8'glrl Who Uved, next
door. Another joke has been rultied.
Halley’s comet caun be seen:- and
photographed 500,000,000 miles eway.
It it-had-s proper semge of its Bhort-

pomings It would disappear from VigH.

But the elo- |

FOREST FIRES WIPE OUT
" OSCODA AND AU SABLE
CREAT ‘LOSS OF LIFE IS FEARED
THOUGH NONE IS REPORTED.

Alpe‘nav Also Suffers, _Flames" SWeeping in
From Outskirts Destroying Property
Valued at Half a Miltion Dollars. |

Citieg of Oscoda and Au Sahle, lying across from each other at the
mouth of the Au Sable river, completely wiped out by fire. Not a
building left standing, and rany livés may have been lost, so rapldly
4id the flames sweep through the towns.

City of Algena swept by fire which causes half a million dollars
logs, with danger not yet over. .

Both these fireo started by forest and brush fires In the vicinity,
belng awept by high winds into lumber or slab piles, whence flamee
spread with tr rapidity and K .

Al over the northern half of the state forests and fields are so
dry froin the recent long hot speli.that fires are springing up every-
where, : : ;

High winds are prevalent, and are fanning these fires into Con-
flagrations that are likely to cause the loss of thousands upon thou-
sands of dollars, and may result In great loss of life, as was the case
In the forest.fites in Presque lsle county In September, 1908.

Fires_fiave cut off all wire commiunication on the Detroit &
MagKIRES" railéadd north of Oscada, .

2 Al alonty the fine of the Michigan Central in the northern part of
* towns are; d by ‘the forest fires which
Bridges have been burned, as well as many freight

syrround them.
cars_on sjdings.,
- b T ~

off

-_— s
* Edst Tawas, Mich, July 11—Oscoda und Au Sable were-wiped
the map,this afternoon by fire.

. Forest fires northsrest of the towns were swept into the slab yards
west of Au Sable Uy the flerce gale which was blowing, and in.spite of
averything.that could be dotie the ‘business gection and maost of the
residencés 0f Oscoda were burned,

- Not & business place is standing in Oscoda tonight. The two mitls
of the H. M. Loud's Sons’ company were burned, together with about
3,000,000 feet of lumber piled on the lake shore.

. Durlug the cvening the wind changed and swept the flames down
intd Au Sable, and it s expected that every bullding in that town will
be Buined. X

Hundreds of peopie! are homelesg and have nothing except what
they had on when they escaped, The fierce rush of the flames drove
huddreds into Lake Huron, snd while it is impossible to ascertain
ihar any lives were lost, it Is feared that many have perished.

Fanned by the fierce gale which was blowing at the tme, the fire
swept over the doomed’ cities With such rapidity that all the citizens
could do was to get away With what few belongings they could snatch
.up in their mad haste. A Teliel train was sent from East Tawas,by
the.D. & M. rallway, and hundreds of the homeless people will be
brought here to-be cared for. :

+ T Is impossible to estimate the loss, but it will mount Into millions,
as practically the whole' of the two citics are burned. The business of
theH. M. Loud's Sons' company is wiped out and every industry 1 the
town ls gone, and the citizens ure left without a means of livelihood.
The charltabie citizens of the state will bave; to care for them until
such time as they can leok aftér themselves. '

‘Fandreds.of the people driven from their homes hy fire took refuco

on oard tpe frelghicr Kongo. which wis lying at tle docks whet the

fire broke out. The gteamer as’ many as possible and

will_probably bring Y

Many mare were

port. :
oard the regular southbound passen-
* which made its way around the
tome abandoned spur tracks, and

ere taken on

towns safely

here all right
¢ those on bonrd the train,

s and duors of the coaches.

do’
zose,
Oscoda. the flames

“were mounting a hua-

) was a
dred feet into the alr and rearing like a furnace. erything had been
e e Sty an tinder hy the Intense heat of the past ten days, an
. once flatae toucked anytiing, 1ts-destruction was the work of but a few
secunds. ; :

[

Village of Lewiston, ’
on Michigan Central,
is in Serious Danger

31
It

nt
iveq in this ety from
towns of Oscoda and

» rd e o snevivor of the
fs thatr nie fn Chiugm and
¢ popu A 1 ULdd the et t ol
¢ to, control the L L the

Jitte " town of [Lavé ;
the kame byanei 13 Gl fans guep
ported ot of 2 ompeliod o
fnife tn the wind P Yo
her 3 G alwo sentea crew ihiis s X
Lovelis, bug it -returned, reporting o Amt Ah
that the tawn was Yor the e e ol e
time being. ihrong  flecing {0
% Tiehardson, on the Trowbridge v 8 flecing fof
branch af the St C. a bridge and ¥ n and chpfaren, fall
0 freight cars were destroyed. this e e
Afternopn. and at Haakwood. peir | B i
fvolverine, an overhead bridfe was o At
burned, . : It £ai ster slopped
e atngs. also near Wolver- |1of aesiat Yeveral wome G chil-
Ine, the roofs were torn b0 Yeli ana .

We beeame sep
arhfed, 1. contlnuing my filght wit
my ‘childres. do  mot | know
whether oy sister is dead or alive.
Many of-thoso-Wha fell must have

rom
string of cars by the high wind,

Towns of Alger and

been -trampled on In, the stampede)

Turner Are Reported ; [of-men..samen and ehtiaren fom

) ] Fire |oi tholy areonal sitacts 1 Eainiics

i 0. elr, personal effacts in. bundle

in Danger me ire o i Iing. their homes, (but ail

Bay, City, Mich, July 11.—Forestwére eqmpelled to Grep inemin tacls

fizres are agaln breaking out over[rafe (romithe sWiCLY spreading

~ the north and the towns of Alger iflam Pe tel] ovér one another
on the Michigan Central and Tur g agy life.

or, on the D. & M. raiiroad. bath’ th 5 about

oIn' Arenac county, are reported ! about

night [n danger, 8 brisk-breoze fa ndered

ning the famea through the o wo-

- brush.. Farther morth. near 3fic cal ‘and ap-

D aon: other fofcst fires.are re-|paténtly jost-as.id whera.to go or
ported i what to 1t e’ almost

miragly It @ lnrge-number of (deaths

d6cs, not resuit from ” the “ferrible

Forest Fires_S:uﬂl

experlences of hundreds of the

N ugees of the burned cities. VIthmy

£ own eyea I saw women and chil-
of Cheboygan Cut  |ors 9 LER TR i ot
1 1, whom not get up. 'hd awful

Off Communication | JI07%, Lord'more tersitying na tm-

Cheboygan. Mich;, July 11—Forest | pressed me more than my [exper,
firgs are . raging on the D. & |[M.|iences fn\the Iroquols theatdr fire.*
A h of here. Reportsr have | 111 All of the refugees who hrrived
foat Millersburg. Larocque and part | here tonight showed the effects of
t ‘Way have burned, All wire|the terribie struggle to escape the

~Gha rall communication. 'Is cut bft, | lames, ‘Their .clothlng was povered
LA ofiet train.deft here:at 4 o'cléck | with dirt and Erime and thdy were

n
all, well nizh exhausted,

Mrs” Adam Hald, of Njles, deughter
of- City Physician J..D.. Greevmayer,,
paid .2 fize of. 35 5t on her
plez of 'violating the ‘searlet’ [fever
quarantine. R R i i

A year's deave, of absemce, Which;
nay result

he federal grand jury In gession at
Los Angeles has indicted -Jack Mos:
by, o leader.of the Mexican insurrec:
tos-in Lower Cailfornia, on} a charge
of violating ~neutrality’ laws. ! Rhys
Price and, Ricardlo ‘Flores Magnon
were, relndicted on the sanm
. The Stzndard 'Ol compasy in. the

in ‘his. resignation from
the presidency, bas been. granted A.

Gaylord . Slocum, for. more than 25 |district. court -at Mauhattan, Kank;
years head of Kalamazeo Tcollege. confessed | judgment’ fn- ithe —suit
Though  President Slacum refuses to "brought ‘against it By "Aitoraes-Gen-
sy whether he will retire from'ac-|eral John;S. Dawson, charglng viola
tive work, his age and recent falling | tion of the anth The.com-
health make such a Ccource I'seem | pany wil} pay- and $150
probable. -Dean Btetson, whI jbe in |attorney’s fees. - sults are

charge during his

absence. pending ,lnl other Kansas countles,
VT LT T N SO .
RIS i H L

‘| Wgtitstiip By’ thie” steamer’ Sillor B

| ditt for"a EALl and, % squall_coming u

STATE NEWS
"IN BRIEF

* Détroit.—Martin * King, “the " ac-
quiring kid" of Battle Creek’ and
star witdess In the case of the gov-
ernmeft against' Lesile Powers,, who
Is accused of stealing s book of
money order bianks, was on the wit-
ness stand 1o the -dlstrict court: He
was given a grilllng at the hands of
Attorney J. M, Powers, the defend-
ant's father, that revenled much of
Martin’s past. "Also the line of gques-
tloning sbowed that it is the purpose
of the defense to fasten the crime
upon King, it possible.- .

. P

Big  Raplda~—W. 8. Stegenda,: aged
about  twenty-five, was drowned
at the upper dam In the Muskegon
river while bathing. Two.companions
watched him struggle and sink, but
falled to assist him. Willam Smith
dove twice and got him twenty. min-
utes after he ‘went down. For hall
an hour efforts were made to resuscl
tate him, but in valn. Cramps caused
by the cold river currents caused
death, Stegenda was a Ferris instl-
tute -student and_ bis perents live in
Holland.

Mt. Clemens.—Risking _her life

to save that of a three-yearold

.1 boy, Miss Ella Stlelsu, sixteen years

old, of 924 Townsend avenue, Detroit,
plunged Into Anchor bay near Anchors-
ville and succeeded In rescuing Osecar
Cline, son of George and Mre. Cline,
450 Seventeenth street, Detroit, from
a watery grave. The girl, who was a
guest of the Clnes, was playing upon
the shore of the lake with the chlld
when the lttle fellow fell headfirst
jutg the water.

Jackson.—Lylng prostrate in his
cell, Myron .Calyin, an inmate of
Jackson prison, was found by  guard.
He dled before a physilcan arrived. It
is thought that death wes due to epl-
lepsy, as Calvin was subject to thls
disease. He was about thirty years
old and hes been an ! nmate of the
prison less than a month, having been
sentenced from Allegan county Jume
10 for one to Hive years for grand
larceny. .

Houghton.—Miss Mary Coraeller
hes been missing snd it {5 learned
she has been drowmed In -Ports
age lake. Her bat was found fioating
in the lake near the Van Orden docks.
‘Che lake has been dragged without re-
sults. Mlss Corneller bad been 1l
for some time and it {8 belleved sbe
wandered {nto the lake durlng tempor-
ary aberration.

HEANS WUCH TO STATE SHIPPERS

Rallrdads Agree to Gemeral Inter.

change of Sidings and Terminals

B for Frelght” - .
At .3 coaference of railway chiefs
vith the state rallway commlssion it
vas agreed that the facilities of ‘one
oad | for Aransferring {freight from
nother line to consumers : on 1ts
eam' tracks or sidings - should "be
nencd between the roads of the
tate. The agreement fs considered
-5 great Importance to the'shippers
t the stile, owing 1o the rules which
owe roads have enforced of refusing

angther rallway to custemers on 35
ilings. A new tariff to cover theése
Udeliveries will go into efiect Septem-
ber 1, but the general interchange of
these: terminal facilitles for elther
Jocal or Inlerstate shipments will be
instituted at once. P .
| shippers. in severai . cites

ave

[relative to the attitude of . Tabiroads
jregarding transfers of this chardcter.
| Charles 1. Jobnson, Clucago capi-
italist, charged with abetting Frank
(M. Jones of Muskegon iu fraud
;agulnst the Old Natigpal . bank of
Grand Rapids, is ont an $5.000 bail.
| He says he will Gght {or exoneration.
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Grand Rapids—The storm brought;| ©

rellef {rom the heat, but it Bear
Iy brought death to & pany

six campers at Reed's lake, wheré-a,
glant onk tree fell upon their tent’
a9 they slept. Included in the party
were Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Shepard of

Detroit, who: are visiting the latter's:|

sister, Mrs. R. D. Schwertz of lhls‘
cits. . . !

vanced 10 4
X

Lansing—Governor  Osborz  has'|, SV%

appolated A. E. Melgs of Detroit
asa memberof the board of control of
the Michigan Home for the Feeble'
Minded and Epileptic .at Lapeer. Mr.t
Melgs displaces John 8. \Vehlmau,:
who was.n recess ‘ appolntment DI‘
Governor Warper. o

Fludsonville-—George Boersem, 0cy
cupying 8 larm in Jamestown
township, was killed by lghtaing:
Bocrsem was asleep in  the kitchen
whén & bolt descended the cbimnes]
glanced from the stove and’ etrucl
him. i i

i — :
" Sebewaing, — Wiliam * Luckhardt
dled as the result of {ujurles
sustaipéd through tho running away
of a horse hitéhed to a bay rake. H
was found uncooscious in a fel
some time after the horse’ came t
the patn, dnd diéd several hours latel
without regaining consclousness. M
Luckhardt was a wealthy farmer an
was a plogder in these parts, beln
geventy-eight years old.

Moskegon.—Dr. James P. Doncl
son, known throughout  western
Michigan in'early lumbering doys and
for the lagt fifteen years a resident
of Chicago, dfed here ot blood poison.
Some time 8go the doctor extracted
an ulcerated footh ffom s patient an
“p smoll scrateh on his band was in
tected. ‘He was sixty-four years ol
ahd was & graduate of the University
of Michlgan. He leaves o widow an
dsughter, Marle, now abroad studyin,
ari. R .

Grand Rapids—Benjamin 8. Han-
chett, regent of the University. o]
Michigan, ‘and chalrman- of the Re-
publican state central committee, has
resigned the latter position. His let-
ter to ‘that effect reads that he be-
lleves the.regency should be di-
varced from polities. Ho will devote
&lf his spire time to ‘his'regency
duties.” "t " R

_ Bstanaba—After floating : for neai
iy ‘elght hours on the bottom of
capsized safiboat at thé merey of win
and waves, Arthur Derocher and Hen-
ry Brassaw of this'¢ity were plcked
in the vicinity of the ‘Eleven-foot shod

B-G-B

and broughit Into this-¢fty. “They wen

| the boat ‘capsized - and -bath Fer
 thrown into’ the’ Watér; BT manage:
to -scramble back on-the -boat, whid
kept .afloat aid thep were carrled o
Into-the ldke.

were .nearl‘y exhausted.
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The Lekigh Valley- railroad, fe-
cently convicted in the Yinited States
cireuit coyrt of granting concessions

or demurrage charges on ireight rates
tolthe Peihiehiery Steel company. BA
fine jof $10719.46" imposed BY
ge Holtand, 7{ B
. F. Joakum and.eastern assof
ig pave just elosed a deal for the
Se ;of o codiroNing Interest

Jui

SRy

When-picked- up they:
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catal systen eni lands, of
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gest private irrigation enterprise
the counfry, Wik be. extended _.

0 hecept ehipments In carloads from’) .

filed complaints with the commission [

SBO00000 ChEP.
OF SUGHR BEETS

!

MICHIGAN'S CROP THIS YEAR TO-

BE GREATEST éVEB;OBTAINED
N THE'UN.ITED STATES.

XIMAELY 130,000 = ACRES
' AHE PLANTED.

ABPRO

Michlgan” Now Ranks First Among
the States'in Production of the
Plant—Crop is Two Weeks

-in Advance This Year.

Michigan will harvest the greatest
 crop -of sugar beets ever harvested in
‘any’'stite In the, Unlon this year.
Approximately 150,000 acres “bre
planted, and next fall farmers Wil
recelve more than $8.000,000 for their
beets. The crop prospects were never
better, the dry, hot weather advanc-
ng the beets in sugar percentage.

Farmers estimate that the crop is
now two weeks in advance of its
nsual condition.” The tops cover the
cround, and in all parts of the state
frum the Mengminee region south-
ward the fields mre showing health.
About 15,000 weeders are caring for
the crop, the daily wage ranging from
$1 to $1.50. It costs Michigan farm-
ers about $35 an’ acre to harvest their
beets. The usual return from an
acre doubles the tilling cost.

As a. beet sugar producing state
Michigan now ranks first, Up to 1910
California occupied the first round of
the ladder,’ but last year Michigan
jumped far ahead of the southers dis-
trict, Callfornia and Colorado ench
produce two crops of beets vearly.

Factortes in various parts of Mich-

igan are now beinz overluuled in
readiness - for manufacturing the
heavy yield. Additions are being

constructed .to practically every one
of the 16 plants, and the indications
are that the campaign next fail and
winter will last three or four weeks
longer than cugtomary.

The crowingtof sugar beets has be-
come the great farm industry of the
state. More acreage was offered mun-
ufactubers last spring than they
would accept, and the -probabilities

| are that next year a still greater acre-

age than planted this year will he
devoted to the crop. Farmers srow
beets because they get greater profits
on their Investment; It cosis more:
to grow heets than it does wheat or
any of the coarse grains. but the re-
turns are five and six times what is
received for the other staples.

The seed from which Michigan
farmers grow beets is furnished by
the sugar manpufacturers, It is im-
ported from Germany and {s of the
finest quality. 1t is sold to the farm-
ers for what Jt costs the manufac-
turers. The rezson for this is that
manafacturers are desirous of bring-
ing the sugar percentage to as.high
2 point as possible, azd il they per-
mitted the farmers to buy their ovn
seed : there Woukl be many growers
who would purchase a cheap grade
and take chances on fits producing
beav; :

“Tiie crop prospects are the‘best in
the history of* the state, ard that
means they are the test in the b

tory of any state in the countrs
=aid an official of the Michigan Sugar
Co., Which operates six plants In
various parts of the state, “The beet
i mears the retaining cf

more than §20,000,630 Michigan.
Th skown by ik
riobably §£12.000,000.
s zot §5.000.000 or
and thetp is the
noth-
oa the money.”

Fifty tnjured.

ah® a score, were
nstent, and proba-.
s many  persons
urt. when the Fed-
e New York, New
railroad, was hurl-
ct at  Bridgeport,
switch.

the dead engineer
n an ofiicial state-
d that he violated
g a cross over on
gyeat a_speed.
tife wreckage. but
the Bridgeport fire department quick-
Iy put this out, and the men lent
assistance to, rescue the injured.
Ambulances and doctors, hastily sum- "
moned, did their best to save those
who were under tbe debris.

The express was going at a high
speed when the open switch, a mile
and .a half west.of the Bridgeport
statjon, was struck. There was obe
{remendous crash, an instant-of in-
tenge silence, and then the shrieks
and groans of the wounded.

The wreck wag ajmost complete,
five cars baving gobg over and only |
three Pullmans of the long train be-*
ing left on the track. The engine,
twisted Into juhk; was 200.feet south
of Falrfield avenue. X N

The day coach was entfrely crushed
and In it the deaths were many, five
bodies being removed at once.
“Phree Pullmhns were almost com-
pletely crampeéd up but the passen-
gers were in @ measure protected 1"
the strength-of.the cars.

Sccre Dead,

c iy prel
Deri out ia an
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