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Portable |
rooms |
fuel bond
proposal

Reducing the need for
gortablo clagsrooms may .

rive part of Farmington :
Public Schools’ proposed ;
$110 million bond issue .

Top honor: Observer photographer
Sharon LeMieux captured first
place in a national contest for
newspapers./A2

Pack's back: A Farmington man
proudly stuck with his Green Bay
Packers in the tough times and
now proudly displays his sup-
port./A3

for building renovations. |
Inner clrcle: True to his word, The school board is :
county,prosecutor-elect Dave Gor- weighing the plan. !

cyca has appointed an inner staff
with extenstve experience in key
areas./A7 o

Tl e BUSINESS
-Keeping SCORE: The Society of
Retired Executives continues to
help new companies throughout

Qakland County get up on their
feet./FL

BY LARRY
O'CONNOR
STAFF WRITER .
Portable class;
rooms - love ‘enf
or leave ‘em, kids
still have to learn
in them. y
They've become aymbols of suburs
ban growth, if not reminders of
school facility planners enrallment
miscalculations. -
A financial strategics team is
using the movable learning centers
ns & reasen to encourage Farming-
ton Public Schools to scck a $110
million bond issue to heip poy for
building renovations and additions.
Farmington Board of Education
trustees have not yet decided if they .
will go to the voters with the bond i
request. : .
. Fifteen portablo clossrooms are in .
use district wide. North Farmington i
High hns three and Farmington'
High two. The rest ore used at the
elementary level. S
Many are nearing 20 years old
and would be difficult to soll, sald-
Don Cowan, K-12 Instruction direca -

BTArY Potos bY Tou Hornayes.

Visiting with the big man: Julie Conroy, 6, decides what to ask of Santa this year while her
brother, Nathan, waits his turn. .

Sharp-dressed man lands in town
to the glee of children, merchants

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFY WRITER -

Heartwarming: Gift ideas, recipes
and remembrances of holidays
past, fill our second seasonal gift
guide. Look for it among the
inserts in today’s Farmington

_ Observer Newspaper. ’

‘REAL ESTATE
Building Indus- ‘

Ho's a wanted man in Farmington. N

He's described o8 a heavy-set malo with
a white beard, Witnesses say he prefers
wearing a red jumgosuit with matching
hat. His name may be Santa but also gocs
by “St. Nick," “Jolly One,” or “Kris
Kringle.”

If you see this man, authoritics urge
only one thing: Could you ask him to come

o&k:aha‘ H Iz

A P P A > back to dewntown Farmington? tar. . . M
--¢ry Association's itncoming presi- And soon. \ They’re not built to last 20,
years,” Cowan said. o

_Kids, parents and merchants love the
roly-pely North Polo resident, judging by
turnout last Saturday. -

dent sees the demand for skilled
laborers outstripping the supply.

- < At elementdry schools, they Arg
used for art and music clnsses, Or,,

/61 “Holiday Hunting™ event 'in downtown’ ag in the case of Eogle Elementary,

/ was a success by ullﬂhczounu:,Sume 400 SR a port:xblfe is used as N.E“:;ll' tl,ﬂ!;:}'
well-wishers grocted Santa as ho made . N N room to free up space in tho ma

his cu“nmn,ﬁy flomboyant arrival by It must be tho ted sult: Drawing a crowd in Farming- building for an art class.. - . .
AtH helicopter in tho Downtown Center park- 207 last week was a visitor from the north, who . . *Thoy're really not that disdained,
e ing lot. B dropped in via helicopter: -~ : . eapecially with ¢clementary staffs,”
Bollefs Farmi: Mayor Pro-Tem Mary Bush . Cowan said..“They've liked theni
Calendar €8 | Entertalnment E and other city officials received Santa with Yulotide of “Prancer” at the Civic Theatre. B and feel (the pot tables) give them
ifeds G1 | Movie Guido E4 glee, Farmington librarian Marilyn Smith presented  “IL was a good turnout,” Civic owner Greg Hohler little home. -2
~Antos 7 | Obltustics Al0 him with a storybook. . -1 . Longacre Elemontary has two
Sunny skies and somewhat mild upper 30-degreo Dagwood's Deli had-a few ravenous Santa spotters portables. Thoy have their pros nmi_
_Employment 14 | Polics, firo calls A p also greeted Santa and well-wishers, drop by, too. “We had n lot more kid busincss than cong, snid Principal Bill Smith. :
Pets Sports c many of whom availed.themselves to shopping oppor- Portables are air-conditioned;

adults,” Dagwood's mnnager Patti McShane seid. 0 )

The D Devel making them comfortable during
hot days in early full or late spring:
Sinee Longacre’s are used for vocal
and instrumental music, the accomsy
panying sounds don’t permeate the
reat of the main building, Smith
said. -

Yet, o8 a building administrator;
there is a gnawing feeling that
comes with not having everyong
under the same roof. :

“In terms of where the portables
are placed here, I'd fecl a lot mord

Authority sp
the event as “Holiday Hunting,” which sent children
geurrying for “trensures” at area busincsaes, At
Books Abound, Chingse finger handeuffs were given
away while Warren's Corner passed out bracelots
with emiling faces on them.

More than a fow Chinese finger handeuffs were left
over at the book store, an employee said, Santa's
arrival and “Holiday Hunting” p jon is i ded
to provide & more long-term arresting effect, though.

“[ think any promotion that brings people down-
town ia good,” Hohler said. *I don't think you sce a
direct offect in terma of sules. I think it comes indi-
rectly . . . just familiarizing people with A

tunities downtown.

“We had more kids than ever before,” soid Sara
Warron, owner of Warren's Corner on Farmington
Road. “It’s & very nico event; It brings in a lot of peo-
ple. With Santa‘and the carolers, it's o nice feative
atmosphero.” .

The holiday kickoff certainly helps put a little jin-
glo in merchants’ pockets, A later Thanksgiving this
year left fower traditional shopping days before
Christmoa. )

A trolley whisked shoppors to downtown sites,
while carolers straight from a Dickens novel serennd-
ed pedeétrians,

More than 400 peoplo showed up for free showings

~Suspect’s pants
found in victim’s
home after break-in

+ BY MATT JACHMAN
STAYY WRITER

" . 3

You might sny James Clarence Dorro got caught Soo PORTABLES, AC
with his pants down, .

Actually, according to police, Dorre’s pants were off

— and sitting in a Livonia house he had recently bro-

: ken into — when he was arrested Dec. 4 on an unro-

: Inted charge in Farmington Hills. Instead, ho was

Hills aims to guard'Valuable rightS-of-Way?

saNéssussdasid

. wearing a pair of Levi's and other clothing takeri,  BY WILLIAM COUTANT “This is a etatewide and national right-of-way C \ ut Is
) along with cash, credit cards and other things, from' BTAY? WRITER o issue.” authorities and :3:3":;0\"9 'f: ta“':llnﬁlabfzes that
the house on Parkdale, police say. Far; Hills is ing In addition, Hobbs had presented  “nationalizing” " n franchising

Dorre, 32, is now charged with second-degree home

. invasion and larceny from a building. He is also
. charged as o habitunl offender. Dorre stood mute at
his Dec. 6 arraignment, and 16th District Court Mag-

* istrate Donnis Epler entered a not-guilty plea for him,

Epler set bond at $250,000 cash or surcty, Dorre
was being held Tuesday in tho Wayne County Jail. He
{s due back in court Tucaday for a preliminary exami-
nation.

According to a Livonia Police Dopartment roport,
police in Farmington Hills arrested Dorre the evening
of Dec. 4 on o marifuann-possession chargo. A search
of the car he was driving turned up elathing, includ-
ing 8 $400 leather coat, and credit cards, a briefeaso
v nnd a dufle] bag later identified ng belonging to a man
at the house on Parkdnle, There was also somo cash.

With Dorro in custody, a Farmington-Hilla police
sorgoant called tho Parkdale resident, who then
reported tho break-in to polico in Livonia, That house
. * had been entered through an unlocked side door,

spending some PROTECtion money
in order to defend municipal owner-
ship of public rights-of-way.

Council members passed a strong-
1y worded resolution at the Dec, 2
regular meoting urging the Michi-
gan Municipal League “to take
strong action to assure the rights of
municipalitics and their taxpayers”
to protect righta-of-way.

“We want to protect our rights-of-

way and receivo fair compensation
for tho use of those,” City Manager
Dan Hobbs told council members.

tho council with an option of joining
PROTEC, n group of 10 cammuni-
ties including Dearborn, Livonia
and Southfield, that are contribut-
ing moncy based on population to
the lobbying effort aimed at protect-
ing the member cities.

The acronym stands for the Michi-
gan Coanlition to Protect Public
Rights-of-Way from Tel i

state and local
property rights,
said Dearborn
Mayor Michael
Guido in July.

would be lost If they (companles) couli{
bypass payment for rights-of-ways.'

- Aldo Vagnozzi:

—mayor, Farmingfon Hills'

Tel i-
cations compa-
nics normally reimburse municipali-
ties for the use of rights-of-way for

tiona Encronchments, It is n region-

their eq) t. The offect of the
1998 Federal Comm ications Act

Hills council members agreed that
tho city has to take steps to protect
itgelf. But they weren't sure what
group to join, It would cost $25,000

al reaction to Federal C
tions Commission rulings “federaliz-
ing” traditional state and local

is to 1 cable tele-
vinjon franchise authority of local
gavernments,

TEC.
fide L P

Beo RIGHT-OFWAY, AS.

{for Far ton Hills to join PRO-
.

It's a changing world
Botsford Healt!

Caro Continuum hosted a
community brenkfast last woek to highlight

FARMINGTON FOCUS

“We have an cxtensive summer program,” sho

said. 8
For information about the club, call 476-2199. °

Botsford’s evolution over the years. And the pre-
sentation waan't without a bit of humor. .
As varioua civic londers heard about the
growth of Botsford from _ita early days as a hos-
pital in 1885 through ita various it
and growth, hospital President Gerson Cooper
noted that much has changed in our view of

Safe crossing
AAA Michigan recently eited Farmington and
Farmington Hills for pedestrian safety. -
Farmington Mayor JoAnne McShane and Pub-,
lic Safety Director Gary Goss were presented an,
award for going 18 yeara without & pedestrian.

polico said, . .

While an officer was taking the burglary victim's
report at his houe, the two.found clothing the resi-
dent didn’t recognizo, A pair of work pants had a
name tog that said "Jim Dorre,” and a jacket had
“Inmes”® omblazoned on the front, the roport said.

Skating club grows

The Farmington Hilla Figure Skating Club is
in tho midst of a fund-ralsing offort, according to
club Preaident Susan McKendrick. One of the
clubs ndult skaters, Lisa Sauer, placed ina U. 8.

LA . irt. health living. ?‘igum Skating Associntion mgiom.\l compcu'ginn f or k
Mheroveroalsoapairofshoas andashivt, | M e upon o timo, GO was considered old,| i Carmel, Fad. nd will compets i tho wation donth, sompoting among 814 itin of stmilor
cards, the burglary viclim also loat abaut $135 cash, & Cm“:’;ﬁ‘:‘é 4, Bétaford Chaicman of the Hoard The elub, which began with como 30 members In Farmington Hills, Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi

pair of boots and a cordleas telephone.

Tho phone was found in a trash bin inaide the men'a
room of a Livonia restaurunt, and Dorre was believed
to bo wearing the boots, polico said.

waa honored for going ono year without a pedes-
trinn death, compoting ngainat 128 other cities
with similar population. .

hag grewn to about 100, McKendrick said,
adding that thero arc lessons and activities year
round. -

Edward Hodges 111 declared, “Not any more.”
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