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POINTS OF VIEW

Tho Michigan Legislature is stalled
over o sories aof bills to curb urban
sprawl. Luckily, loca! officials, business

people and other d of

Jject.includes the three-mile streteh
from 1-696 to Eight Mile. Greenfield
!vill undergo 1.3 miles of beautification

catablished communities are not wait-
ing around for whatever state lawmak-
ers finally put together. .
They are beefing up the quality of life
intour older auburbs, making it more
desirable to remain or Jocate a home or
business whore culture and services
altcady exist. One important way is by
in{proving our roads, a new b

t n Mount Vernon and Eight
Mile.

It's probably no coincidence that
both projects tie-in to Eight Mile Road.
That's because the Eight Mile Boule-
vard Associntion has been hard at
work since 1993 improving the 27
miles of that rond, from 1-94 on the
Epat &OLI-Z’IE on the West — in terms

in'assessing quality of life.

*At one time, roads were just for tra-
versing through the community,” U.S,
Rop Joseph Knollenberg, R-Bloomfield
Tdwnship, said lnst week at a ceremony
celebrating a new rond beautification
prpject spanning Southfield and Osk
Pgrk. “We've started looking at our
highways as having to bo pleasing to
the eye and having to provide a better
quality of life.”

Telegraph and Greenfield roads will
bd upgraded with walkways, cross-
walks, trees, shrubs and colorful wild-
flgwers thanks to $626,000 in state-
administered federal funds together
with $250,000 from the cities of South-
ﬁu:ld and Oak Park. The Telegraph pro-

IHunry Woloson has emerged agnin to
push an idea whose time has come,
whether Michiganians realize it or not.

A lawyer by background and invest-
mint banker by trade, Woloson contact-
ed my fellow newshound Hugh McDi-
ormid at the Freo Press to offer what's
lef}. of his 1994 effort at unicameralism
toanyone who wants to take up the
cause.

Uni liam means a hamb
lefislature, for these who avoided Latin
— “uni” for one, “camera” for room. No
mpre House of Representatives, Senate
and conference committees if the public
wiges up and votes yes,

Woloson is a libertarian type (my
characterization) who made an intelli-
gdnt and worthy run for the Oakland
Cémmunity College board a fow years
beck. I encouraged him to take another
smu. but he has seen fit to work on

er projects.

He wasn't alone in the early effort.
Then-Rep. Jerry Vorva, R-Plymouth,
wE:s pushing the causc in the Legisla-
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EFixing what's wrong with the schools is not rock-

ef acience.

of and eafety.

The road, previously a much-
maligned border between Detroit and
Wayne County and the suburbs of
Ouakland and Macomb counties, is show-
ing the resulta of the cooperation of the
13 communities and three counties
along its route,

In its first three years, the Eight Mile
asgaciation has generated more than
$700,000 for improvements through a
combination of federal, state, local and
private contributions. Their abjectives
include landscaping the median, reduc-
ing litter and blight, improving bus stop
facilities, coordinnting police enforce-
ment and crime prevention activities
and helping developers nnd brokers
attract or expand business establish-

ments,

Specifically, more than 30 businesses
have improved, opened or expanded
since 1993, according to Sharlan Dou-
glas, EMBA director. “They've added
three-quarters of a million square feet
and a thousand jobs." The associntion
hus created a Busincss Advisory Coun-
cil and an annual Eight Mile Clean
‘Feam Day to cncourage busincases to
spruce up their properties. Working in
caoperation with neighborhood groups,
they have prevented the expansion of
topless bors and closed one bar out-
right.

And they urged the joint sweeps
agoinst prostitution that six police
departments and the Wayne County
Sheriff's Deportment conducted this
past summer. Next up is creating 24
perennial gardens on the Eight Mile
medion from Grand River to Vernier
at a cost of $400,000. Five arc ached-
uled for this year.

Not to be outdone, the Grand River
Corridor Study Group was | hed

Local groups aren’t waiting for state to solve road problems

$800,000 to qualify for federal matching
funds to beautify the atretch from Eight=*
Mile to Quarton, snys Wiil Hicks of Bev-
erly Hills, who chairs the -Woodward
Avenue Action Committec. Beautifying
the median is the number one priority,
Hicks says. Redesigning parking, urg-
ing individual businesaes to improveg
storefronts and assigning more logical
addreages arc also on the docket, Tho
Intter includes changing the name of

in 1994.95. Redevelopment plans for
the sector from Eight Mile to west of
Middlebelt in Farmington Hills,
sttracted about $600,000 in combined
state andB federal grant money nnd
city funds. Curbs have been replaced,
landscaping and lighting improved and
blighted property purchased and
clenred. Still to come are i

Hunter to Woodward and Woedward to
0ld Woodward in Birmingham.
Business owners and officials from
Birmingham, Berkley, Royal Oak,
Huntington Woods, Pleasant Ridge and
Ferndale are united in the effort ta
improve Woodward, Hicks reporta. “It
was felt that no other rond was such a

west of tho West River Shopping Center
to the Farmington border,

Now plans have just been completed
to re-beautify Woodward Avenue, the
aren’s mojor artery. The Woodward
Avenue Action Association begins work
this spring on a mile-long $200,000-plus
pilot project from Catalpa to Lincoln,
Most of the money comes from state-
administered federal grants.

Long-range, the association is seeking

Libertarian revisits idea of one-chamber state

ture, which ecould put the proposnl on
the ballot by a two-thirds vote of both
chnmbers. But Vorva got on the wrong
side of Right to Life on the abortion
issue, and his innovative career was
terminated in 1994,

The Legistature itself is unlikely to
initinte a plan to lay off half its mem-
bers. Voters will need 309,000 petition
aignatures to put it on the ballot,

Unfortunately, backers of a one-
house legislature use the wrong argu-
ment in gelling the plan — cheopness.
They say it could save $60 million,
which sounds like big bucks compared
to your family budget and mine.

But $50 million is less than 1 per-
cent of an $8 billion genceral fund bud-
get, and less than one-fifth of one per-
cent of Michigan’s total of $3@ billion in
spending.

Citizens could keep better track of
mischief with only one chamber to
watch, Many ideas pass the first cham-
ber — Rep. Grog Koza, R-Rochester,
has a pro-citizen Freedom of Informa-

New Standards Project is common
anse approach to school reform

tion Act amendment; the revised hunt-
ing license fees also come to mind —
only to have things foll apart in the
other chamber when they're not watch-
ing.

Lawmauakers often bamboozle their
constituents by getting a bill they know
is bad passed on one side ?1: the State

then letting it languish on the other

side when the heat is off.

Or clae lobbyists let a popular bill go
through one house, when the glare of
publicity is bright, and kill it in the
other, when the great unwashed pub-
lic is watching crime news on televi-
aion.

My particular gripe is the Legigla-
ture’s third chamber — conference
committees, used when both chambers.
pnss different versions of the same
bill. The speaker appoints three repre-
sentatives; the Senate majority leader,
three scnators.

Unfortunately, conference commit-
tees:

» Don't have regularly scheduled
meetings.

« May not even be convened until the
two top leaders have put together a
deal. They then call the conference com-
mittee topether five minutes before the
last doy's session starts and give the

a take-it. it decisi

Capitol, milking it for p , and

which amounts to n Hobson's choice

major rep of B

Roads are for moving along. It's obvic
ous that many people and communities
are involved in making them reasons
for staying put as well,

Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloom.
field resident, is former managing editor:
of the Eccentric Newspapers. To com;
ment on this column, call (313) 953
2047, Ext. 1997 or write or fax,
(810)644-1314, a letter to this nciwspa-
per's editor.

legislature

when you're talking about the school aid
bill. Retired Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farm:
ington Hills, knows the storics. .
s Are subject to evil machinations.
There was, for example, a Senate major*
ity lender who didn't publicly nppoint
his trio; he told them privately; they
met privately and cut the deal, when no
one could watch. Once officially appoint-
ed, they rammed home their deal before
anyone knew what was going on. .
There's an advantage to politicians,
too, with a one-chamber legislature:
Vaters couldn’t ploy their little trick of
electing n Senate from one party and a
House from onother, as they have done
80 percent of the time in the last gener-
ation. .
Goud luck, Henry Woloson, with your
dream of finding someonc who will take
over your files and the unpicameral pro-
jeet.

Tim Richard reports on the local
implications of state and regional
cvents.
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'First, you set out in clear and concrete torms
what kids are cxpected to learn. Educators often
apply the term dards” to these i
as the standard both defines what kids are sup-
pésed to learn and how well they are expected to
ldarn it

v
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‘Second, you osascss — test, if you will - periodi-
cqlly how students actunily perform according to
the defined standards. Most educators believe the
best way to nesess student performance is not by

puter-scored, multiple-g i but by
roquiring kitls to write actual paragraphs or work
it math problems or renson through a tough
qliestion.
H
‘Third, you report the results of the assessment,
s¢hool building by school building, and you try to
¢ up some i ivea for teachers, principals and
her administratora and — importantly - parents.
hese i tives will hers to change
e ways thoy teach, prod principals into buying
fferent books and changing curricula, and goad
hrents into checking their kids' homewark cvery
ght.

soos-0n

Nationally and in Michigan, there have been two
ain barriers against this common sense program
for schoo) reform.
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\On one hand, id ~ mostly rel
right-wi but also including sclf-styled econo-
nlists ~ aro fixated on the idea of introducing com-
pbtition into the public school monopoly and there-
{dre keep pushing for charter schools and tax-sup-
ported vouchers to pay for private schools to the
exclusion of anything clse. Examples of such
thinking abound in the minds of the current
majority of the State Board of Education.

On the other, a not insignificant minarity of
tdnchers and administrators — joined now by reli
glous right-wingars, candidates for local school
bpards and other politicians - continuc to chant the
mantra of “local cantrol” as an n{g\lmcnt ngnla:t
b Jurational ) 8 Michi o

attempt to create a statewide core curriculum was
shot down laet year in the State Board and the
Legisl in o just such thinki;

P

+Possibly the most advanced system of school
tandards and ta is hing cnlled
“The New Standards Project,” a consortium of 14
states nnd soven cities finaneed by grants from
ninjor foundations. Across tha country, a handful
of citics - San Diego, Pittabiirgh, Fort Worth,
Rochester - have set up standards borrowed form
the Now Standards Project. Recently, tho chancel-
lor of New York City's achools rocommended
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doption of New Standard:

If adopted, the New Standards would define can-
tent for benchmark achievement tests to be given
in the fourth, cighth and 10th grades in math,
English, science and “applied learning,” which
means using skills such as writing and arithmetic
in real world settings.

For example, the standards for English in each
grado require that each student read 26 books a
year, cither at home or as part of class assign-
ments, and keep a logbaok of titles and short
deacriptions of the plots,

In math, the emphasis is on problem solving
using situations drawn from real life. For example,
cight graders are asked to "analyzo a state lottery
game to see how many number combinations there
aro and how many weeks, months or years it will
take for all of them to be drawn.”

Dr. Rudy Crew, the New York schoola chaneel-
lar, explained his ing: *I nm proposing adop-
tions of the standards developed by the New Stan-
dards Project because they aro the beat available
national dardas, b hers can use
them, because thoy are based on common sense as
well as ncadomic excellence, and because they are
ready now.” .

What a shame it is in Michigan that wa have
been arguing about for years how many charter
schools can dance on the head of an authorizing
pin, when we could have been adopting concrete
stops in education reform.

In addition to being chairman of the company
that owns thia newspaper, Phil Power is @ member
of the board of the Commission for Skills in the
Economy, one of the founding members of the New
Standards Project. His Touch-Tone voice mail
number iz (313) 953-2047 cxt. 1881, '
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PEELED ‘N EZ

COOKED SHRIMP

561578

41-60C1.151b.bog

Regular Price S1149 ... $10,49
561568

3)-40Cr.151b.bag

Regular Price $1299..... $1L.99

81541
26.30CL151b bog
Rogular frico $1465.... $13.49

R7645GES
PRE-COOKED
MEATBALLS

CogemstT40

vie<

rom Tulkoff's
Buy 3 bags of Pealsd 'n E2 Cooled
Shrimp (4561576, !
‘ond raceiva | balile of Tulkeffy 32 oz. !
cockioit souce! Yy

ot o par tuatomer Covpon sepens /3797

BRI, '

Cocktail
Sauce ©

5815648, or #561541)

Gragt with Swedish stylo or BBQ
sauce. Approx. 275 per 10 box.
Regulor Price $1499....$13.99

726257 COHEN'S,
PARTY ASSORTED
HORS D'OEUVRES
5044328 474495 GIS PQ
SWEDISH STYLE OR
SWEET & SOUR SAUCE
Your ¢hoice. Add two cans to 10
pounds of mealboils. 50 o2 or

8 S2ozcen

Regulor Price $399 ... $3.49

1pinach . potalo pulls.

475076 GFS
FRESH COQKED
PRIME RIB

30 servings. Rogular Price

. Greot time saverl Pro-cut bells,

Boka and serva. Approx. 20 sach:
cocktail lranks, sousago putls.
potato putfs. totiyaki pockets,

Regular Price $2015 ... $18.95

Gfs ©
CHEESE CUBES

Your choice: Havorti, Mueaster,
Jalapeno, Gouda, Cheddor. or
Co-Jock. 11b. bogs.Regulat Prics
$309-8475. ... $3.79

axxn o 10IS1GFS
CHANTILLY OR TURTLE

ELEGANCE TORTE
Your choice. 18 slices per 12°

e O INGS - 1QF  USDA choico Cooladtorara.  torte Regulr Prica 2199
bt bl s decpfiy 5. 1D averoga pioce RogulrPrics .o $19.95
pactog © AT XL S B st

" 2 .
Regulat Price $525...... $4.99 ms‘x‘ 18875 C"éu 16" DELUXE FLAT TRAY

Provides on excallent presenta-

‘c’,;gl’s‘;ﬁg‘s‘“ AUGRATIN POTATOES ;7 io¢ ol you poriy fonds,
COOKIE DOUGH Boch 225 Ib.boxmakot oppecx.  Rogufor Prica $169........ $1.25 O

Cheistmas treas and stars, $695-9715....... -56.49 .
180 1. pockago. \ R
Everyday lowPricel ... $24.99
Brighton Rochoster Hills Utlca Wixom
{810) 220-0110 (810) 656+6000 (810) 254-5656 {810) 826-0353
Farmington Hllls Taylor Warron
(810) 474-1980  (313) 291-0380  (810) 983-5405 . Mon.-Sal:8-8

Mount Clomona
{810) 792-7600

Wostland

Troy '
{810) 588-1700  {313) 721-8700

Sun:l2-5




