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Area’s grid talent alwa

‘Talk about a dream team!

If a conch were to take the
1996 All-Observer footbrll team
on o barnstorming tour, the 26
players featured on this page
would be a part of it.

Qbserverland talent is always
nmong the best in the state, and
this year is no exception.

Westland John Glenn, the
Western Lakes Activities Associ-
ation champion and a Class AA
semifinalist, lends the way with
seven first-tenm selections.

Catholic League champion
Redford Catholic Central and
Clags A runner-up Farmington
Harrison have four players each
on the squad.

Six players are repeat hon-
orees: Francis Gojeaj, Rob John-
son, Mutt Griglio, Greg Call,
Lorenzo Guess and Nick Shaieb,

Scott Wiemer of Lutheran
High Westland was chosen
Coach of the Year after guiding
the Warriors to an 8-1 record in
his first year as head coach.

Lutheran High began the sea-
son with a 16-14 loss to Harper
Woods and then won its lnst
cight gumes. The Warriors just
missed qualifying for the plny-
offy, however, Ninishing fifth in
Closs C Region 4 behind South-

gate Aqumus Almont, Deck-
crvnllc and Harper Woods.

“We were disappointed we did-
n't make the playoffs, but we
had o very, very good yeur,”
Wiemer said. “We felt we could
have competed with those teams,
because our defense had
improved so much in the last
four games.”

FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE

Matt Lowson, lineman, Frankiin: Law-
son Is a two-year starter ot offensive
and defensive tackle. He hod 42 tockies
ond four sacks. Only a junior, he 15 one
reason the Patriots expect 10 have a
strong team gainst next Season.

“He's a real student of his position,”
coach Rick Lee said, "Ho has quick feet
and was a dominating lineman. Agalnst
the blg teams we played, Matt played
cven better,”

Erlc Jachym, linoman, John Glenn:
Much of the season Glenn was effective
in the alr and on the ground was due in
large part to the blocking of this two-
year starter,

Sachym used his superb foptwork and
balance to keep defensive linemen In
check, According to Glenn coach Chuck
Gordon, his outstonding ability to move
for a ployet his size made the aitference,

*Etlec works very hard," Gordon sald.
“He had o great off senson in prapating
for his senlor year. Ho's ane of the best
linemen wo've ever had at Glen.”

Francls Gojco), lineman, Hamison: Goj
caj was o three-yeoe vorsity player and
the best lineman on Harrison’s offensive
ang defensive lines this year, He played
offensive guard and defensivo tackle; ho
was second In tackles (96) with 66 frst
hits In 13 gomes. He also returned
fumblo 73 yards for a tovchdown.

*1 was told by one college scout ho
might be onc of 1he best two or thice
tockles In the state,” coach John Her-
rington said, *He has great athletic sbit-
ity for someone that slzo,

“He's a very tough, hord-nosed player.
Nobody liked 10 run towaed him, and we
loved 10 run over him on the goal lino.”

Jay Myeand, lineman, Franki(n:
Myrand storted 27 games at fefl guard
and olso was a two-yenr storter at
defensive tacklo. Ho was a key to mok-
Ing the running goma go; ho hod 54
tackles and five sacks. Myrand can
banch pess 360 pounds.

*Jay hos been the foundation of tho
program since § took over,* Leo sald.
“He was tha first Kid we |@oked at to
bring up as a saphomare. He contributed
on and off tha field with his teadership;
he Is wall respected by hls coachos and
his peers.”

Matt Kuksa, tight end, Thurston:
Kukss wos'a throe.yoar startor who
excellcd on both sides of the ball.

At tight end, ho caught 30 passes,
Including three for touchdowns; ha aiso
cought 8 pair two-point convession toss-
as, Ho had 71 career cotehes, As o
linobacker, Kuksa had 109 tackles,
Inctuding four socks and 13 for lossas.
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back where he picked off

seven passes and returned one for 8 70,
Ho also roturned o fumble for o score,
and he cven rushed for two touchdowns.

“David is 0 very oxclting ployer and a
big-play threat,” Gordon sold. “He was
ot his best In the big games.”™

LaVollo Gueas, wide recelver, Weyme:
Guess wasn‘t overshadowed by his
brother this senson 83 he put his owa
tatonts on display, with the help of
Lorenzo’s passing.

Guoss became one of tho arsa's fend-
ing tecelvers. Ho cought 28 passes for
456 yords and 10 touchdowns. On
dofense, he recorded 39 tacktes and
plcked off two passes,

“He also fan boack punts and kickoffa
and played great defenso,” Wayne
coach Chuck Howton said. “He did It ail
ond was truly our most vatuable player.”

Rob Johnson, quarterback, Canton:
Johnson made his cotlege cholce last
weekend when he commitied to Norih-
westorn Univorsity. Ho displayed his

Ho had two

*Mait’s a first-class, quatlty kig,”
conach Bob Snell said. *He's dono whot-
ever wo've asked tha tast three years on
both sides of tho balk. Ho rarely missed
o snap and, for a big guy, has excellent
feat and tremendous hands.”

Paul Torek, wide recelver, Frankiin:
Terok was an sll.round pinyer for tho
Patriots, but ho excellod 0s o poss
tecelvor with 32 rocoptlons for 602
yards and seven touchdawns,

He hod 1,128 all-purpose yulds,
which Inciuded 19 punt rotums for 200
yords ond a touchdown, 10 klckoft
returns for 224 yords and 10 fushing

attempts for 102 yards.
As o defenslvo bock, Terok had four
five poss ond son:

on the field as well, dolng @
bit of everything for the Chiofs. .

Johnson wos 88-0(-154 possing for
966 yards, with cight touchdowns end
thrco Interceptions. Ha olso rushed 79
umes for 350 yards snd sevon TDs,
toturned ning kickotfs for 313 yasds
and two TOs and had two punt retuma
for G7 yards and o score.

“Rob ls tha only ono wao've ever had
{recruited) to a Divislon I school,” sald
Conton conch Bob Khoenls. “He could
help (Northwestern) a3 o wide recelver,
defensive back, punt rotu¢nor, kick
rotumer; ha could do anything, eplly,"™

Ha'll get bis first shat ot Northwest
em a3 0 quarterback, though,

Kavin Bambenek, quarterback, Harl
becamo tho starting

38 tackles {195 solos).

~Ho's 1ha best pure othioto I'vo ovee
conched and one of tho best athiotes (o
dver ploy footbal! at Franklin High
School,” Leo 83id. "Even in double cov-
erago, ho woutd go up ond take the balt
away from defonsive backs. Ha mada
big ploys for us all ycor tong.”

David Jarcett, wide recelver, Glonn:
Jartett did ust about everything for the
Rocheta except kick extra polnts. The
twoway starter was most resourcoful ot
wido seceiver with 29 tecoptions for
542 yords and fivo touchdowns.

Jarett also excolled at defonsive

quartosback Ia the sixth gamo of hia
sophomara yoar and led the Howks 10
two state finols, a Class A champl-
onship ond two Icogue tities, Haslson
hod a 274 recerd with him ot quarter-
back.

Bambenck was 94-01-180 passing for
1,701 yards énd 11 touchdowns. He
was 150124 and passed for a ftate-
finnls recors 282 yords In tho Silver-
dome this ear,

His canter passing numbers are 201
completions, 371 attempts, 3,150 yords
ond 21 TDs. Ho aiso become an ellec:
tive runnor this year, rushing for 202
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yards ond 22 touchdowns.

*He reolly motured B3 Lhe seoson pro-
gressed,” Horeington sald. “He was
required to do more and more; he was
Just terrific in the playolfs — his decl-
sion moking and the way he thiew the
batl. The only other quartarback who
playod thot much {In his coreer} wos
MKt Coleman.”

Justin Berent, querterback, Glenn:
Berent Jod the Rockets to anotheor
WLAA titlo and tho Class AA semifinals.
Berent gove foes more thon just the
Glenn defenso ond tallback Reggle
Spenrmon o worry about.

Tho secondyear starter wos able 1o
ostablish an oxplosive passiag aitock.
Ha set school records with 101 comple-
tions and 179 attompis while passing
for 1,448 yards ond 10 TDs.

*Justin is a very hord worker and has
made tremendous Improvement during
his career at John Glenn,” Gordon sald.

Gode Clark, back, Stevensan: Clark,
who started in every gome (39) since
his freshmon yeor, was a stellar per-
former for the Spartans. Dua to his dura-
bility, tho sonlor taliback galaed o
schookrecerd 3,260 yards In his coreer.

Clork saved his bast scason fof last
a3 he galned 1,270 yards on 243 rushes
{on averago of 24 carries b game),
fncluding 14 touchdowns. He also
cought 10 passes for 108 yards and
returned 18 kickoffs for 393 yards,

~Gado was an absolute forco this
year,” Stevenson coach Yim Gobel sold.
“Ho replly hod an doad senlor season (0
thotglh his talents camo together In a
complete packogo. Ho leamed to blend
hls quicknass and power with knowing
when to cut and when to tower his
shoutder.”

Reggle Spoarmon, back, Glean:
Spearmon used his cutbock ability ond
etuslveness to tush for 2,130 yords on
108 carrlos ond find the end zone 13
times. He olso started as a dofensive

ack.

Tho taitbock was forced to miss
Glenn's cegional championship victory
over Dearbom Fordson with o spralned
onkla but played the somifinal gamo
ogoinst Sterilag Helghts Stovenson.

*Regglo is very Quick ond runs hard,”
Gordon sald, *Hn is nlso an excelient
covee guy o3 a dafensive back.” ’

Atbert Cook, back, Lulharan High:
The Warrfors bad thelt best scason ever,
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FOOTBALL TEAM

FIRST-TEAM OFFERSE
OFFENSIVE LINE
It. Mot Lowson (65, 280) Liv. Franklin
¢, Eng Jachym (6-2, 200) Jona Glenn
Sr. Froncls Gojcay (6-3, 265) Harmson
St. Jay Mytand (0.0, 230) Liv. Frankls
TIGHT

Se. Matt Kuksa (84, 215) Red. Thurston
'WIDE REC!

S, Paul Torck (63, 180) UIv. Frankin

Sr. OavId Joarett {63, 395) John Glenn

51, Lavelto Guess (30, 145) Wayne
QUARTERBACK

0. Rob Johnson (G-4, 210) Ply, Canton

S¢, Kevin Dombenck {52, 165) Harrison

3. sustin Beteal (68, 200) John Glenn
AUNNIND BACK

¢, Gada Clark (59, 198) Liv, Stovonson

. Albert Cook {5-10, 175) Luth. Weld,

Soph. Reggla Spoarmon (S8, 170) Glena

FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE
EFENSIVE LIKE
St. Rick Deptula {6-3, 230) Redford CC
Sr. 10 Bargon {6-0, 217) Jotn Glenn
S, Gino DiGlandomenico (85, 260) CC
e, Jon Becher {64, 217) John Glenn.
LINEBACK!

S, Kfike Alhsen (510, 150 Steveasort
S2, Matt Griglio (511, 204) John Glenn
Sr. thck Shaleb (59, 190) Harrison
St, Milam Brooks (511, 215) Redtord CC
S¢, Ed Hight (6-1. 195} Harrlson

IVE BACK
S¢, Lorenza Gooas {G-3, 1B0) Wayno
S, Nato Gray (6-2, 185) Ply. Solem
54, Greg Call (6-1, 190) Cotholic Centeal

l:couo-mm OFFENSE
OFFENSIVE LINE

3. Brlan Lowls (G-1, 2401 Hattison

. Brlan Bkl {69, 215) Redford CC

S¢. Ben Mayor (64, 210) Lutheron Wald,

S, Mare Dugas (G-2. 260) John Glenn

S, Ehron Kuospert (6-2, 216) Stevenson

St, Mike Migdel (511, 270) Ply. Salem

Sr. Chus Koss (62, 285) Redford CC

ir. Mike Fisher (G-3, 245) Harrizon
WIDE RECEIVER

. Lou Hanwig (G-3, 170 Joha Glean

Soph. Ricky Dryant (G0, 1501 Harrison

Jr. Dovid Viane (511, 178) Formington
RUNKING BACK

St. Donshue Futton (510, 170) Clar'ville

51, Greg Alcala (59, 175) Redford CC

St Anthony Grech {59, 175) Uiv, Frankiin

Se, Sean Sarsfield (9. 190) Harlson

SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE
DEFENSIVE UNE
Jr. Shawn Mayborry (57, 180) Hanison
S, Bill Garick (58, 166) Lutheran Wid.
Jt. Motk Popejoy {(6-3, 220) Ply. Canton
S, Steve Pokng (G-1, 220) John Glenn
LINEBACKER

S, Mott Koskle (5-11, 170) Thurston

Jr. Sean Heard (59, 215) Jonn Glenn

Se. Brondon Dol (61, 210) Uv. Frankiln

Jr, Btett Durleson {G-1, 190) Ply. Salem

Jr. Sean Clatk (510, 200) N. Farmington

Se. Nato Jetoma (6-1, 160) Liv. Churchill
S+, Todd Viecolli (58, 168) Jonn Glean
St. Richard Rashad (64, 190) Wayno

HOHORABLE MENTION
Redlord CC: Hck Maralonnt Ausm Tubo,
1a B1han Douges, Joa Sgeol, Hick
risn Teafey: Thuiston::
Kare, Nex Oecetul, Mutt Ochoa, Mak Dom
browskl, Pt McParlana: Redford Unuon: Dan Gonzs-
Laoo Pacarsill, Mike Blaykck, (o
Shew,

e 1ing. Strve Waller; Weyna:
envang{on, Wl La/amve, Do 300 Jack on:

ki Fraowiia: Steve Aurbey, M

wowsl, Kevin Dige, Drian Facion
3 Mt Aliaan, Dive
Swiech, fason Gorregaard: Churehl
McCormick, Brandan Hendorson, Jar R.mu-l,
e Ragtaod, T
1% Lakney, Pacio Ner-|
Hick Nlm, Byron tor, 8300

o, Jot Mckian, Tony Bamnarcts
: Dryarn Bronner, Nick 0, Chad Fo
Corey Farnander, Davia Mim, Jos Smalf;
Jou Partelly, Dreit Foster, Zack Commell,
Mike Hoad, Adem Smwreckl, Diyan Hcthes, Cheis|
Burgess, Kvowm Smartl, Chvis Know; K. famm
ton: Kirk Moundros. Jeft Fraser, Carter Campdel,
st 51, Chantan, Joun Hawks,

s first rate
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and was o reol key 10 our success.”

Qino MiGlandomenico, ineman, Rod-
ford CC: After hardly ploying as & junior,
DiGisndomenice developed into
Observertand's top pass rusher with
nine sacks,

He hoad 49 tockles, including 16 salos
and 24 assists. The one-time soccer
goalkeeper olso recovered two fumbles.

*He was rolentless, the woy he'd
pass fush," Mach said. “Ho developed o
lot. No ong could block him ono on one.
Teams ended up double teoming him as
timo went oa."

Jun Bechor, Iineman, John Glenn:
Bechear's speed made him ane of the
most dongerous defensiva ends In tho
WLAA. |n addition, ho provided much of
tho (eadership and heort that propelled
the Rockets to the Ctoss AA semifinals,

Ho 30 solo tockles and

and they wouldn't have been able to do
it without Cook.

He was not only nemed Metro Confer-
ence Defensive Ployer of the Year, but
ta was probably the most explosiva per-
former on offonso as well,

Cobk scored 20 touchdowns ond ol50
converted 13 two-polnt convorsiens for
148 points. He carried the ball 158
timos for 1,275 yards (8.2 average): he
hod two games of more than 200 yords.

On dofense, he played Hincbacker end
hod 98 tackles, one wo

assisted on 24 others, The team captain
also wos o force on offense whore ho
stortod two sensons ot tight end, He
grabbed scven posses this year and wos
o key blocker.

=Jon had a grent senior year,* Gordon
sald. “He worked very hard and Is one of
the bost Jeoders wa'vo ever had.”

Mika Allison, linebacker, Stovenson:
Altlscn rocorded 86 tackles {noarly
twico that of tho next Ieading tackier),
knocked down four passes, recovered o
fumble and hod two Interceptions. Both

fumblo recoveries and a blocked punt.
Ho roturned a kicke!! 75 yards for a
touchdown,

“Athert was o leader through his per-
formance and intonsity In all our
gomes,” cooch Scolt Wiemar sold.

“Being obie to put up such good num-
bets on both sides of the ball showed
his durabllity ond Impacted the driva of
ather team members. Although he Is a
qulet Individusl, Albert was very vocal
about his desire to ba successful on tha
feld.”

FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE

Rich Poptula, lineman, Redford CC:
Deptuln ployed equally well agoinst tho
pass and cush for the Shamrocks.

The two-yoor starter at defensive
tockie had seven sacks. His 56 Yotol
tockles pleced him third on the team
behind Deptutn recovered four fumbles
and scorcd a touchdown whilo $ining up
ot fullboek.

"Rich played hard from beginning to
ond, nover toak a break,” CC cooch
Tom Mach sald. “Ha coused all Xinds of
hovoe, i o ploy was ocross the fletd,
he'd get there.*

1ea Bargon, lineman, John Glonn: On
possibly tha nrea’s best defensive unit,
Horgon was the bast player.

He storted two sensons ot defensive
tackle and wos named the team's MVP
on dofense. He had 50 first hits and
ossisted on 26 moreo.

Bargon draws high proise from his
coach, who hos seen his sharo of fine
defensivo ployers pass through Glentr.

“tra has very good speed and somo of
the best work hablte I've over soen,”
Gordon said. *He's o very goed player

of his od to g
touchdowns.

~His toughness nnd mobility stood
‘out, but he (s olso o very savvy ployer,”
Stevenson defensive coorginntor Conrad
Newman sald. “Wae relied on him to
moke our roods and calls on Lhe fiald,
and he used thoso koys to alwoys be
around tho ball,”

Alilson olso scored three touchdowns
o8 a fullback on offense.

Matt Qrigllo, lnsbacker, John Glonn:
The thrae-yoar storter soved his best
season for last o3 ho recorded 75 solo
tackles and S7 assista this soason.

Grigllo will graduste as the loading
tockler In Glenn history.

*Matt Is very smast and understands
what 1o do,” Gordon sald. “Ho's worked
8o hard tho post three yoars. It's been o
so0l ploasura to cooch him.*

Nick Shatab, inebacker, Hartison:
Sholeb, a \hreoyeor starter on dofensa,
playcd both ways most of tho season
daspite a recumming elbow Injury, He was
founth In tackles with 76.

Ho was a twoyoar starter at fullbock
and emergad as o legitimato rushing
threat this yoor. Sholet was the leoding
rusher with 892 yards {207 ottempts}
ond scorer with 90 polnts, He had 14
rushing touchdowns and returned a fum-
bla for a 0.

*He really blossomed as an offensivo
player 1his yeaz,” conch John Herrington
sold. *When we wero having trouble
wlth the sunning gama, Shaleb renlly
came on and did a good Job, His 304~
yard gome (ngainst Cauntry Day) s
unheard of for a Hotrisen tullback.”

“ Milam Brooks, lInebackor, Rodlord
CC: No one knows the quickest way
botween two paints Is a stralght ine

3
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.

Plymouth Salom

" Gregcall -
Catholic Central

botter thon Brooks,

He pluggod tho gans as his role
requireg and finlshed with a toambigh
97 total 1nckles.

As a fullback, tho threeyear lettet
winner rushed for 300 yards on 52 cor-
vies and two TDs. Brooks sparkedihe
Shamiocks to the Catholic League titte
with 244 yords on 11 attempts agalnst
Brother Rice.

“Mllam (s an Impact hltter," Mach
sald. “People knaw when they got hit by
him ond woulda't want to come back
twice. His aggressiveness Is what we
patteen ourselves after.”

Ed Hight, linobocker, Hamison: Hight
wos o two-year stortor ot insido
lincbacker and Harrlson's loading tack:
ler cach season. He had 129 total tock:
les this year {with 75 first hits) snd 246
for two scasons. Hight olso storted ot
offenslve guard. .

“He was the bordest hitter on our
team,” Hetrington said, “We moved him
fram tackie ta lincbacker 8s o Junior; he
adapted quickly to the position and was
outstanding. Ed come to ploy all the
time; he had a mean disposition on the
fietd.*

Lotorzo Guess, back, Wayne: Guess,
who committed 10 play Michigon Stote
University, ended his caroes by hoving a
stellor senson on both sides of the boll.

Ho made 39 tackles, Inteicepted two
passes and recovored one fumble, The
four-yaor storter ot guarterback throw
or 990 yards and 12 touchdowns.

“Lorenzo leads by exampla on the
football ficld, on the baskatball court
and in the classroom,” Howton sald.
“Hard work ond commitment are the
Kkoys to his success. His work othic Is
unparalieled; ha was never outworked.”

Qrog Call, back, Catholic Central: The
threoyeor starter on both sides of tho
balt had four Interceptlons, two fumblae
recoverios and 48 total tackles.

At quorterback he completed 34 of
75 passcs for 412 yards with only ona
Interception and two touchdowns. Coll
executed the option ottack ond rushed
for 281 yards on 93 cariles. Ho also
filled In as a placekicker, converting ono
extza point and a 26-yord fiekd goal.

“I'd atwaya nssocioto Greg Coll with
the word winner,” Mach sald. “He's ane
of the bost athletes to comé through CC
and ono of the 7eD50NS We WCTa S0 suC
cessful. Ho's a great lcoder whose cont
pelitive attitude 14 contageous.”

Nato Gray, back, Ply, Salem: Gray
was a three-year varsity player end two-
y0or, two-wny storter ot quarterback
and defonsive back,

He had three Intorcoptions and
1oturned two for touchdowns of 72 and
91 yords. He hod 33 tacktos, coused
one fumblo ond recovered another,

Gray disected Salem's wishhono
ottock, rushing 96 timos for 444 yords
and olght TDs. He completed 42 of 99
possos for 707 yords and five TDs.

“He pruvldcu groat feadarship and
was 0 catalyst,” Salem ossistant coazh
Tom Garrett snldA “He sot the tora with
his toughness ond ottitude, He's a real
winnct; ho's tha kind of guy who tefuses
toloze.”
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