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MOVIES

In ‘Mars'Attacks,’ aliens take‘another shot at America

They come in
peace, or &0
hopeful
Americans
would like to
believe when
flying saucers
swarm in from
outer space. The
Martians, their
domed helmets

- IOMN protecting
exposed brains,
MONAGHAN  1,ve other

plans. The crea-
tures in “Mars Attacks,” you see,
aren’t Steven Spiclberg’s child-
loving E,T.s or even gooey

“Aliens” lurking in the dark.

These are your standard bug-
cyed, B-movie, thrill-crazy mon-
sters gone wild. They invade the
United States like ants at o sum-
mer picnic, blasting everything
in sight.Blame all this mayhem
on Tim Burton, the 36-year-old
overgrown kid who has more
“gec whiz” love of mavie making
thon any filmmaker today.

He based the movie on o serics
of Tapps trading cards from the
1950s and you can sec that they
had as much influence on his
career as just about anything.
And while “Mars Attacks” iy, like
his “Batman” movies, disjointed,

broadly drawn, and even slow in
spots, it delivers the goods when
it comes to delirious special
effects and unique prescentation.
Part of the fun in “Mars Attacks”
comes in the casting. In a nod to
Peter  Sellers in  “Dr.

with a penchant for Nancy
Rengan red, and Annctte Bening
as a New Age hippy who initiolly
looks to the Martian invasion to
solve nll the earth’s problems,
It's not surprising that the
dove lnunched by a group of
Deadheads are the Martian's

trang \" Jack N
tackles both the beleaguered
President and o fast-talking
casino owner. He's especially
good in the former because,
though we've learned to mistrust
the intentions behind that alliga-
tor smile, he's actually got the
country at heart.’

As his respective wives, pic-
ture Glenn Close as a first lady

first victims, blasted to the bones
in mid-nir,

In onc of the movie's best and
most bizarre moments, Sarah
Jessica Parker and Pierce
Brosnan play o talk show host
and pipe-puffing White House
scientiat who fall in love despite
the cruel experiments performed
upon them by aliena.

Inatead of heading back to the

Jim Brown and Pam Grier.
Danny Elfman, who has scored
virtually all of Burton's pictures,
continuens the mix of lounge
music with heavy theremin used
so effectively in “Ed Wood."

The music especially adds to
the scary, sexy encounter with
Martin Short's slimy press secre-
tary and an alien scductress
with out-of-this-world curves
ployed by Lisa Marie.

Where “Ed Wood” was Burton's
tribute to the worst director of
all time, “Mars Attacks” takes its

the senmless mix of animated
aliens with live-action victims,
you see it in the wonderfully
hokey destruction of Washington
as national monuments arg
blasted to smithereens.

Which brings us to the
inevitable comparisons b
“Mars Attacks”
“Independence Day.”

The summer blockbuster about
an alien invasion had.its own
arsenal of specinl effects and was
in many ways more involving,
but it could have been directed
by a computer.l'll take Burton's
fr heeli h, no mat-

and

cues from Ray Harryh the
special effects master of stop-
motion animation, whose “Enrth

PP
ter how sloppy and unwieldly it
can sometimes get.

John s !

your
calls and comments. You can lig-
ten to him on Dave Dixon’s Radio
Show AM 1270, 8 p.m. to mid-
night Saturdays. To leave John a
veice mail message, dial (313)
953-2047 on a touch-tone phone,
mailbox 1866.
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