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Michael Keaton cloned himselfl
in tho comedy “Multiplicity,” to
satisfy the many roles his life
demanded, but Susan Merson,
star of “Family Sccrets,” which
opened Doc. 11 at the Aaron
DcRoy Theatre at the Jewish
Community Center in West
Bloomfield, does it all.

t1 play a series of five chorac-
mra e mom, dad, their two

and the grandmoth-
er” smd Merson, a gradunte of
Southfield High School. “They
tajk about each other, and to the
audience, It's quite funny. but
covers some gerious graund.”

“Family Secrets” written by
husband and wife Sherry Glaser
and Greg Howell intraduces the

DANCE

audience to “the family” in.five
monelogues, “Family Secrets” is
the longest running ene-person
show in Off-Brondway history.
Wigs and costumes define each
character. .

Howells will bo dxrcctmg the
production, which takes the
audience on a funny, heartfelt
and poignant roller-coastor ride.
“Family Scerets” is about life,
how things change, and coming
to terms with that,

“It's quite silly, it's o full )

cvening, like five shows for the
price of one,” said Merson. “It's
presented in a very open, life-
affirming way. You'll hear great
storics about the family and how
they put up with one another.
Mort, the father, has to denl with
his daughter’s lesbian lover. She

Actress shares 5Family‘“Sec"rets’

“Family Secrets”

Whan. Through Jun. 12. Porformances 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays,
8

W. Maple, Wost Bloomfigld,

of *The Diary

pam,
Addltlanal mnllnee 2 pam. Wednasday. Dec. 18.
Whera: Aaron DeRoy Theatre, Jewish Community Contor, 6600

‘Tickets: Range from $10 to $23, discounts available for senlor citi-
zans and studonts. Call (810) 788-2800 or Tikcketmaster (6!0) 645-

o JET Thoatrs Is presenling a benefit sneak preview of Miramax
Films "Marvin's Room" featuring Meryl Streep, Dlane Keaton, and
Robert De Niro, 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dac. 17 at AMC Maple 3, Tickets are
$10, proceads will be used to send students to see JET's production
of Anne Frank,” which opens In January at the
Millennium 'T'hunlw. Southtield. For more information, coll (810) 788-

ys and 2 p.m. Sundays.

wanta to bring her to a family
gathering. Bev, the mother is a
recovering manic depressant.

Sandra, one of the daughters, is
a punk rocker. Rose, the grnnd-
ma finds love in her old age.”

in JET comedy

One of the lines in the show, is
“if we weren't family we'd all be
strangers.” Being in o one-
woman show is challenging, and
alse fun for the actress who is
looking forward to returning to
metro Detroit where she hes lots
of relatives, “You don’t have to
deal with anyono else on stage,”
she said. “I'm really 2 woman of
the theater. It's one story about a
family that's picccd together like
a beautiful puzzle.”

JET artistic director Evelyn
Orbach directed her in the first
role sho ever played — Evelyn,
in “The Tenth Man,” presented in
1964 at the center's old theater
on Meyers in Detroit.

“l was 14, and they cast my
father in the show 8o he could
deive me to rehearsal,” she

THEATER

remembered. "In the show I
played a bride haunted by her
dead groom. Evie is an old friend
of mine. I've known her all my
life, She gave me my first dra-
matic role. It was Evie, her sense
of dignity and what theater can
be that inspired me, She's the -
first one who said 1 could do it. ;
I've had a good career.” )
Merson, who now lives in Los |
Angeles has performed on
Broadway, and made many film
and television appearances
including the film version of Neil .
Simon's “Lost In Yonkers,” and
the Miramnx Film “Thinga to Do
in Denver When You're Dead.”
On Brondway she appeared in
“Saturday Sunday Monday” and :
“Children of a Lesser God.”

Sugar Plum Fairy,

Here's o round-up of local
“Nuteracker™ ballet perfor-

mances.
W Lakes Area Civic Ballet
Company presents “The

Nuteracker” 7 p.m. Saturday
Dec. 14, at West Bloomficld High
School Auditorium, 4925
Orchard Lake Road. Tickets $8
in advance, $10 at the door.
Advance ticketa available at
Terri Newman'’s Dance Shoppe,
7330 Highland Road, Waterford,
or by calling (B10) G66-1971, For
more information, call (810) 623-
9150.

Professionals dancers are
Christine Bove, who danced with
the Arizona Ballet Company and
now serves as the ballet mistress

for the Lakes Area Civic Bnllnt,

and Junn Sanchez, a dancer from
Miami, He will dance as the
Nuteracker Prince.

Pre-sale tickets can  be
obtained by calling (810) 666-
1971 or at Terri Newman's
Dance Shoppe, 7330 Highland
Road, Waterford. Call.(810) 623-
9150 for more information.

B The Detroit Symphony
Orchestra and the Michigan
Opera Theatre, At The Detroit
Opera House, 1626 Brondway,
Detroit. Eighteen performances,
through Dec. 22, Tickets $13-
$35, cnll the DSO box office (313)
833-3700, or Ticketmaster (810)
645-6666.

W Eric Johnston's Detroit
Ballet presents the “Nuteracker”

at Fnrmmg'tun ngh Schuol 3200

Cavalier return in ‘Nutcracker’ ballet

Shiawassee, Farmington 8 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 13, Tickets $10
adults; $7.50 children 13 and
under. call (810) 473-9570,
Performance at the State
Theater, Michigan Ave. (one
block west of Wayne Rond),
Wayne 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec,
14, Tickets $5 adults; $3 chil-
dren, call (313) 721-7400.

B Midwest Dance Theatre
“Nutcracker” performance at
South Lyon High Schoal, 1000 N,
Lafayette, South Lyon 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 13. Tickets $8
adults; $5 students nnd scniors.
Performance at Mercy High
School, {11 Mile Rond at
Middlebelt), Farmington Hills 3
p.m. and 8 p.m. Snlurdny. Dec.

WHOLESALE PRICES AND BELOW

December 12
Britto
Hessam
Gruau
Wagh
Avizedek
Kanchik

! Partouche
Ebgi
Fauchére
Boulanger
Anoro

Crosswinds Mall

-~ December 31

Danielle Peleg Gallery .

4301 Orchard Lake at Lone Plne

tours: Monday-Saturday 11-6; Sunday 124

Fazzino
Shemi
Schluss
QGorg
Zule
Tarkay
Tuchilkin
Schneur
B. Wood
Hatfield
Fairchild

LIVONIA WEST
17123 Laurel Park Drive * Livonia, Ml 48152
(nl I 275 and Six Mile Road)
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* Ovetnight eccommeodatlon For Two

14. Tickets $12 adults; $9 stu-
dents and seniors, eall {810) 486-
1962.

8 Artistry In Motion Dance
Scheol in Southfield will present
“The Nutcracker Ballet Suite,” 2
p.m. and 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec.
14; and 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 14 at
Southficld Lathrup High School,
19301 W. 12 Mile Road. Tickets
$12 adults, $10 adults. For more
information, (810) 657-9320.

The performance will feature
Detroit-arca African American
youth and guest artists Waverly
Lucas, and his wife, Nena
Gilreath-Lucas, to donce as
Cavalier and the Sugar Plumm
Fairy. Mr. and Mrs. Lucas are co-
founders and artistic directors of
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Make Your Reservations Today and
Bring In The New Year In Style!

810 /644 +1400 ]

1475 N. Woodward Aventie * Bloomietd Btifts, MI 48304

«Prlme Rib Dinner Butfel 6:30 pm-9 pm

(i<l J Opm'

! /r)(r/ e ges Srrt al SOFT
, Call Now For Reservations! {31 3) 464-1 300

+ Hidnlght Toast
« How Year's Day Breakfast Buffet

.".

Ballethnic Dance Company in
Atlanta, Georgia.

® ° Rose Maric Floyd's
Contemporary Civic Ballet
Company presents “The
Nuteracker,” 3 pm and 7:30 p.m.

Snturday, Dec. 14 at Warren
Woads Middle School, 13400 E. .
12 Mile Road (at Schoenherr)}
Warren. Tickets $8, call (810)
641-9063 or (810) 546-7484.

CALL FOR CKFTS ‘!82-0770

Lwnmn 8

GREAT SELECTION OF
«Handguns *Rifles *Ammo *Safes «Sholguns «Knives
«Military Surplus *Hunting Supplies *Plus Much More!
Friday Is Set-Up Day. Come Early For Your Beat Dealst
Not Alt Doalers Patticipate On Fridays. p

R
' WINTER
SOLSTICE

Featuring
The Turtle Island String Quartet
“Tuck & Patd and Phllip Aaberg

SATURDAY. DECEMBER 28 a7 8rm
TICKITS $4%BOX), £33, 130. 515, $20, 110

~

i
£ Order tickets naw by calling
the DSOH Box Office at

313) 833-3700

NIGHT IN
OLD VIENNA

NEW YEAR'S EVE GALA
Fotlowed by denclag an sLage 10 the sounds.
of the Ketth Saston Sexiet
TUESDAY. DECEMBER 31 At 9rm
TICKLTS. $EMAOL $30. 343, 135, 330, 325
Spousornt by Detrmit Edisen Foundatio

DETROIT ONY.

Tiekets alaa avallable through

Ticketmaster by calling (810) 645-6666
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NEEMI JARVE, MUSIC DIRICTOR




