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&orcyca: No help

from Thompson

BY PAT MuRpity
HTAFF WRITER

Private ill feclings between
David Gorcyca and Oakland
County's lnme-duck p

In the Dec. 11 letter, Thomp-
son questioned the legality of the
board's allucating $30,000 to
cover expenses of the prosecutor-
clect’s transition team — seven

or
Richard Thompson have become
a public feud.

“I wanted his (Thompson’s}
cooperation to make the transi-
tivn ns smooth ax pussible," said
Goreyca, whe takes over for
Thompson on Jan. 1. “He snid
he would covperate, but he has-
o't.

“Frankly, he's been an obstruc-
tionist,” Gorcyca said Friday, “a
raadblock that I have had to
work around.”

Thompson was unavailabie
Friday and did not return phone
calls, but chief assistant
Lawrence R. Bunting said specu-
lution about n feud between his

people appointed by Goreyea to
advise him on personnel and pol-
icy matters.

The outgoing prosccutor also
questioned the legality of usi
public money far what he consi
cred to be “private palitienl pur-
poses” and criticized putting the
allueation in his budget.

Perhaps the most inflamumnto-
ry passage said, *Information
hns come to my attention that
certain actions and recommenda-
tions of the Prosecutorinl Transi-
tion Team with regard to person-
net moy be in violatien of state
and federal lnw.”

‘The incumbent prosecutor dis-
avowed any respansibility say-

Yoss and the i i

tpr is “nonsense.”

1 But the letter Thompson sent
to county executive L. Brooks
Patterson and county commis-
dioners Wednesday indicates
dtherwise,

1 It also triggered the public out-
hurst of feelings that had been
private.

.

ing, “The of the Prosecu-
torinl Transition Team within
my office was dane without my
knowledge or approval,” Themp-
son wrote, “I was not involved in
their direction, d recom-

Campaign differences: Dick Thompson, above, campaigning during the primary

that ended in August. Thompson lost the Republican nomination to David Goreyca.
Since then, Thompson wrote a letter to Oakland Executive L. Brooks Patterson and
county commissioners questioning Goreyca’s use of funds for his transition to office.

under a specinl contingency
fund.

*It wasn't pizza money,” said
commissioner Sue Ann Douglas,
R-Rochester, who is chair of the
finance committee that last

Il feelings between Goreyea
and Thompson have roots in lnst
summer’s bitter primary cam-
paign when Gorcyen, n relative
unknown, upset Thompson, a
two-term incumbent, in the hent-

month app d the tr
team allocation. “It was to caver

mendntions or actions.”
Commissioners responded by

toking the maney out of the pros-

ecutor’s budget and putting it
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1 i with Gorey-
ca's taking office. Furthermore,
Goreycea agreed to give a full
accounting.

“We gave Patterson a transi-
tion allowance ($20,000 in
1992),” Douglas said. “I think it's
a good investment to assure
newly elected officials take over
criticnl positions as smoothly as
possible.”

Macomb chief would go

DY PAT MURPHY
STAFF WRITER

Macomb Prosecutor Carl Mar-
lingn said he'd be more than
happy to hire the two assistant
prasecutors who have been noti-
fied they no langer have jobs in
Ounkland County.

Marlinga is even proposing
that Oakland’s prosecutor-clect
hire some of his Macomb ataff to

create vacancies that would -

enable him to hire Pamela Maas
and lLarence Kozma,  who:he
regards ns “fine attorneystdnd
outstanding prosccutors.”
Marlinga Friday said he has
gent a message to progecutor-
clect David G. Goreyen suggest-
ing what amounts to a trade,
“The term ‘trade’ is probably an
oversimplification,” Marlingn
snid Friday. “But if Dave will hire
some of my stafl — those who live

ed Republican primary,

The incumbent generully
refused to attend candidate
forums with the challenger. Fur-
thermore Thompson accused
Goreyea of using bogus figures
when challenging his claim to n
98 pereent conviction rate.

Since his Aug. 6 defent,
Thompson has not made many

Patterson when he left office in
1988.

“He (Thompson} didn't have
the prefessionnl courtesy to give
me n copy of the letter before-
hand,” according to Gorcyen, wleo

Former

assistant .
won large
settlement’

w
BY PAT MURPEY W
STAFP WIUTER

When it comes to not reap-
pointing an assistant, Oaklond
P Richard Th
has some expericnce — and it
QB expensive.

When Thompson took office in
January 1989, he did not reap-
point Kathicen Bohner-Solomen,
one of many assistant prosecu-
tors who worked under his pre-
decessor, L. Brooks Patterson.

Bohner-

Solomon sulb- Bohner-
sequently

soon ¢ Mo Solomon
immedinte collected
supervisor more than

Edward J.

Cibor, Thomp- 51001000'
son and Onk-
land County -
charging, nmnngdethe_r things, .
\iserimination an aful dig

said the i ns
been uncoaperative,

“He even threatened assis-
tants,” snid Goreyca, “He said
he'd terminate them if they
talked to my transition team.”

That transition team - com-
posed of volunteers -— was
charged with recommending
which ussistants working for the
i should be r i

public appearances and decli
to be part of any farewell bash,
such as the roast organized for

in Oakland County — I would
have vacancica, And I'd certainly
congider hiring Maas and
Kozma."

ed next year.

for “trade”

pointed when Gorcyca assumes

the duties of the office on Jan. 1.
Gorcyca didn't mention Maos
by name Monday when he
d his reorganization

The M: b p — who
was re-elected in November —
snid he hns known Kozma per-
sonully and hos o high regard for

hia personal and professional |

qualifications. .

When Macomb established a
CARE facility — for abused chil-
dren - we capied the one in Onk-
land County, Marlinga said,

. -*Pam Maduns heads that operation,

and 1 was impressed with her,”

In separate, but related devel-
opments, Mans iast week was
adamant about not knowing the
renson she is, in effect, being
fired from the job she had held
for nlmost a decade.

Of the 102-attorney office,
Maas is the only rank-and-file
assistant who will not be reap-
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But he acknowledged four people
— also not identified — would
not return.

But word spread quickly, and
within hours of Goreyca's press
conference, the four were quickly
identified. Gorcyea declined com-
ment on the selections.

Moat poople could understand -

not chi

a
charge. She collected more than
$100,000.

Federal jurors ruled that
Thompson was not culpable in
any discrimination, But they did
ruje Thompson had erred by not
complying with  Bohner-:
Salomon’s request for copies of*
her evaluations and other per-
sonnel files as required under
state law. .

‘The verdict was contested, but
Bohner-Sotomen collected the
full amount.

Last week when Oakland
assistant prosecutor Pamela
Mans was not reappointed by
Prosecutor-clect David G. Gorey-
ca, Thompson was angry. In a
letter to county commissioners,
he said actions of the transition
team that advised Goreyea on
personnel matters “may be in
violation of state and federal
law."

Thompson was unavailable for

Friday. Chief assi
Lawrence J. Bunting said he
could not ‘comment about
Thompsen's lotter.

Bunting did, however, remem-,

h

10|

Lawrence J. Bunting, chief of
fegnl operations Larence R.
Kozmn and assistant Roman
Kalytiak, Bunting and Kozma
were part of the inner circle for
outgoing prosecutor Richard
Thompson and part of the bitter
primary campaign.

Kalytink had previously anid he
planned to move to Alaska, Like
Bunting, who is going into pri-
vate practice, Knlytink did not
seek reappointment.

But within the office and many
ports of government, people won-
dered — and speculated — obout
Maas nat being reappointed.

"ber the B

suit and/
the settlement. “I wasn't with
the office at the time,” he said,.
*“but I was here when it was set-
tled.” o]

Circumstances surrounding
the cases of Mass and Bohners
Solomon were very different,
Bunting cautioned, with ona
exception: Both involved af
incoming prosecutor who did nof
rehire o female assistant. b

Mass last week anid she was;
“devastated about not being
reappointed.” .

Asked if she might file suit,
however, she said, “no com-
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