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K101 DALMATIONS (1)
X 433
: O 12N UBIB40 ) . .
%wtg\f HOOATRE TREIOL naaimane | The fecl-good Clh";.‘k““" movie
snoroably T is a halidoy staple, like cgg nog
'Lnl‘o-sln(mll mmmm.mm m”l’ll”%u%mm and mistletoe. This year, Peany
e v R e e
My 53 |m :hx ] BN \ ry
WY, 100 43729030 1214 o0 1N BA1R1810N about an angel sent to help a
Nt i et R . bled family.
126,31 3 ALL THEWAY |
i K) ,")“.‘},.H“ NI LTIRST The film _ a remoke of the
\Io!_l;}llﬂll:mu’f ki 121 B1SITS0 1947 movic “The Bishop's Wife,
il R | R | e Cep S ey
ummné&ms_murr HLIR{RARINIRN mmumm}{;{uu enjoyable enough as a holiday
o } 1t RIS, diversion, but wen't resonate
i 180 bRy R past the New Year.

s i - [(NITRUGN A iy As the film opens, preacher
AT FLLOW AN OV O W ST RLLOW Henry Biggs (Courtney B.
(RIS )Y () TN "“3 Vance) hns a major case of the
APt T @iy e D, ber bluca, He fecla he's

u:;: M ‘!l’zm stretched too thin l;ying to serve
3 his congregation of mostly poor

exrun Pertlic 1§ farWichedir N STAR () H ?
TeeyphS L 13 W5ded I . . 1225 3 24,405.700.943 folks fuvlng. the urban xl]sl of
iy i nuxmu‘:mauw crime and dislocated families.
b1 ;:1“;‘1“‘;7‘ TUES DECEMBEL 14 Henry is growing more t}‘iutnnt
X from his wife, Jutia (Whitney
ol Somifn b DUSA (g& Houston), and worst of all,
M“wl m' n "“'Jﬁl’vm&f; . believes he's not doing a very
no&‘y‘immmm AL THEWAT () WIRTHEATIES good job tending his flock. Henry

Ss KL AI NN 1011559 s ks God for hel

"2 " RERARSTHORAGS (1)) | WemkalbaseetaIate asks God for help. :

UG n,mwmmmmoz; 11476400 Help arrives in & more materi-
nlamnwmmm- AT UK AL SRS ACRLSHONS, al way than Henry imagined.

1213, 115,445 Gt Boaka Mow oa Salt
" 5 um‘.u)o- SARTIN (7619 TR et oD & Fpeom Dudley the angel (Ddt.-nzlell Wu;h-
15,200,134 1030, 10,130 Hedllag Matioess ington) appears, and tells a dis-
! T EKAER ATENT (1} believing H that he is th

75100 \ g Henry that he is the

" e us"m ;:: wmabsiope | AR 90 anguver to hliu proyers.
B IRIATAYSY 101440 LY AWAY HOME udley slowly works his way
Y2 TKUTS |,l}§"ll;:";;§fs‘ﬂu‘;l])’;; into the Biggs' life. He befriends
SR T their young son, ulpsel becouse
PewysePortix 13 X his best friend hos left to be with
ST Latuded thegogh umu«lmu!_gsq)m a foster family in another town,
1.!’°3m.q United Artits Theatres m"mm ‘mm“u helps Henry with his duties and
o Ui HipaaVinnes Dy b ol ooy ono]p_n ’%h) counscls the preacher’s beautiful

(ﬂmmog e :’ﬁgﬁm U wife.

TR TS wi-havIndr Kased a"é",‘&“z‘&o‘,&'ﬁ"g,‘\'ﬂ; Along the way, the Biggs
mmmn} I‘QdIBBBV(']li t};otlnﬁpmcsa tlwy
vy never really lost, Henry regains
Iw‘”ﬂ‘g‘a‘mﬁ s \‘,‘Q\‘;ﬂvﬂrgc his passion for work and Julia
”“';m"ﬂ?m i Van 31k 'l;ulls in lm;‘c nlll‘ ov;;'r Agmnﬂwnh
430 Eyi0n er preacher husband (after a
TiLi 08 1135 | Helgied
JILEALL THONAT 0} umtmwwm uhi oy | few hugwg]enz flirtatious moments
umuuls!,m TS TAS AETOA T0DM O Wl‘l’l‘h “P °Y"h 's Wife" fsn't ot
2541 STAL TR [K) v el il
mnﬁn?ucmn RIS . ms!m(“ wns | ol bad. Its just not very good.
TSI RIS NS00 A | This femake of a nice, but unin-
Imnim{amm M"“;‘%z‘f"’""’ T m . spired film fails to transcend the
KTRUCHAGHOU(FCTH) | - TEMBRRGRI Tho s e "ﬂlr}l‘n‘lh o .
RIS RITS xn 122026, 36100 0015207 The story is timeworn (ange
1233, 143448 5325 saves family during Christmas),
KLTEWL () PATEN the plot twists predictable

There’s even the greedy busi-
nessman _ amusingly played by
Gregary Hines _ who is overcome

‘Preacher’s Wife’ full of hohday cheer

DAVID LEE/TOUCTISTONE PICTURES

Heartwarming: Whitney Houston (left) stars as the wife
of Rev. Henry Biggs (Courtney B. Vance, center) and
daughter of Marguerite Coleman (Jennifer Lewis,
right). Justin Pierre Edmund (front, left) stars as
Biggs’ son Jeremiah, and Darvel Davis Jr. (rzg}xt) is his
best friend Hakim in “The Preacher’s Wife.”

with the Christmas spirit at the
last moment and agrees not to
demolish the preacher's church
to moke way for tennis courts.
And the performances are credi-
ble, but not na!cwnrlhy

\Vashlngtnn is amusing but
slightly miscast as a sweet, bum-
bling angel. The actor who s0
forcefully dominates the sereen
in compelling dramas such as
“Glory” and “Courage Under
Fire” scems out of place in this
light-hearted film.

Houston was cast for her
ineredible voice. There's nothing
wrong with that, but her charac-
ter seems to be perpetually in a
situation where she'll have the

apportunity to break (impres-
sively) into song. She leads the
church choir, joing a bar band for
an impromptu love ballad and
fills in as Mary during the
Christmas pageant.

Vance, recently seen in “Dan-
gerous Minds,” turns in a nice
performance as the troubled
prencher.

Marshall docs o workman-like
job directing the competent cast,
but “The Preacher's Wife" lacks
the spark that scparated such
earlier hits as “Big™ and “A
League of Their Own” from more
standard fare.

The screenplay by Nat
Mauldin and Allan Scott has
some funny moments.
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