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Schools seek business partners for
French student exchange program

BY LARRY

O'CONNOR
BTAFF WRITER

ITE!

Three Farmington Public mid-
dle schools will do back-to-back
French exchange programs this
year, But for O.E. Dunckel,
which piloted succensful pro-
gram in the spring, the exchange
is part deux.

Organizers have another “do”
in,mind as in: Do you have any
money to spare?

Parents pay their children's
transportation to France, but the
program doesn't cover costs asso-
ciated with hosting French atu-
dents here. Organizers are look-
ing for donations to help with
such things as field trips and
entrance fees to muscums for
the vigitors..

“Wpe hope in some ways we can
become {business) partnera with
them,” said O.E. Dunckel Princi-

pal Pam O'Malley. “Perhaps the
students can meet them ar we
can do a ficld trip to their busi-
ness,”

One business — Albin Indus-
tries — has already made a
financial contribution to the pro-
gram. Donations can be made by
check to: Farmington Public
Schools, Scheol and Community
Relations, 325600 Shinwassee,
Furmington 48336.

Last year, O.E. Dunckel host-
ed 17 students and two chaper-
ones from Cergy, France, in
April. Their visit was followed by
n return trip to Cergy with 12
O.E. Dunckel students during
the sununer.

Les etudients visited Green-
field Village and Henry Ford
Muscum, took in u Detroit
Tigers buseball game, and went
shopping on the University of

Apartments son o ar

Michigan campus as part of
theie visit here.

Such ancillary costs to host
French students ran $1,500, on
organizer said,

The program expanded to
include Power and Enst middle
schools this year. Warner Middle
School is expected to participate
in 1998,

0.E. Dunckel will host stu-

dents from Louvre, France, -

while Power will have kids over
from Menncecy in the spring.
East gets students from Paris.
Farmington students will return
to France during the summer.
Organizers are reluctant to
relense dates for sccurity rea-
sons, snid Ellen Jud, an O.E.
Dunckel parent coordinator.
Enthusinsm for the back-to-
back program is running high at
Enst and Power middle schools,

Power Middle Schaol expects
to send 23 children to Mennecy,
25 miles south of Paris. Some 30
French students are expected to
stay with familics from Pawer.

Parent organizer Sue Pacer
and her daughter, Jillian, have
started exchanging letters with
the family of Mathew Cadilhac,
12, of Mennecy, who they will
host in the spring.

“We've gone to mectings with
other achools who have been
doing this for years and they
keep coming back because it is
such a derful " said

P
Sue Pacer, a parent organizer nt
Power. “A lot of parents are
apprehensive because the chil-
dren are so young. They have
found, though, the younger you
are the more receptive you are to
speaking a foreign language.
“We're excited.”

the problems go beyond fire safe-
ty, including a number of crimes
such as burglary, thefts and auto
thefts.

“It is our intent to ace il we
can-get a sub station or office
over there,” Dwyer said. “That
wiy we could have a district offi-
cer or someone in the arca.”

According to police and fire
statistics, the complex has had a
disproportionate number of
problems in 1996,

‘There have been a total of 762
runs, including 104 fire rung and
658 police runs at the 980-unit
complex aa of Dec, 13 this year.
The fire runs include medical
emergencies.

:By compnrison, the 1,392-unit
Mairwood Apartment complex,
on the north side of Grand River

west of Drake, has had 431 total
runs with 78 fire runs ond 353
police runs in the same period.

Green Hill Apartments, some
796 units on the south side of
Nine Mile west of Fire Station 1,
had 326 runs including 292
police runs and 34 fire runs.

There have been six burglaries
at Green Hill, nine at Muirwood
and 16 at Independence Green.
Six vehicles were stolen from
Muirwood during the yenr com-
pared with seven from Green
Hill and 12 from Independence
Green. There were 53 larcenies
from Green Hill, 48 from Inde-
pendence Green and 34 from
Muirwood,

The department made .78 runs
per unit at Independence Green
compared with .41 at Green Hill

USPS 1

svascret

Farmington Observer %

rscry by Obsatrer & Lecontr<d Hewrpapens 808 € Magse Bemmpnard 3.
48009 091D Perod ) postape g4 2) Damegham M1 480090910 Poromaster Send wdish changes fo
Ornerven & Eeconticm taraidsints 303 £ Maple Damegnam

07,8401

Mh 43008 0210 Tolephone 8441100
0N RATES.

|

and .31 at Muirwood.

“I don't think location is the
problem,” Dwyer said of the high
number of responses.

Pat Clapper, manager of the
complex, said she had talked
briefly with Hume and plans to
meet with him in the next few
days to discuss any possible
problems.

In a letter in August to David
Clapper, Hume made recommen-
dations to help prevent future
fire problems. The recommenda-
tions included: .

W Sccuring access doors to
hallways and basements.

M Notifying residents by
newsletter that a “serious fire
problem exists" and asking them
to report any suspicious informa-
tion to the complex monage-
ment.

W Providing security peraonnel
for the complex “who will specifi-
cally target the basement arens”
and any suspirious activity.

Hume snid an investigation
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this summer found that people
were leaving trash in the base-
ment aren, which later beeame
fuel for set fires.

Hume said the Dec. 7 fire,
which caused $18,000 in damnge
to contents and $6,000 to onc
building, could have cost lives.
‘That fire is under investigation,

Pat Clapper, who said she is
related to David Clapper, said

other than a conversation with -

Hume about the fire, she had not
known about any ongoing fire
problems,

Dwyer said when Green Hill
Apartments experienced a series
of erimes during the summer,
management came forward and
asked police to help.

“We have Officer Bonnie

. Unruh of crime prevention try-

ing to work with manngers of

these and other apartments to

prevent problems,” Dwyer said.

“We'll be working on that with
them,”

meeting canceled

The next regular meeting will
be held at 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
Jan, 18, in the board room at the
Educational Services Center,
860 Ladd Road.
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BY WILLIAM COUTANT
STAFP WILTER

Farmington Hills police are
trying to find out why a Farm-
ington Hills woman, 68, was
standing in the rond Monday
night when she waa struck and
killed by a car.

“The accident is pretty
straight forward,” said Hills
Traffic Supervisor Sgt. Dennis
Green. “We just haven't been
able to find out why she was in
the road, on foot at that time of
night.”

The woman, Margaret Flem-
ing, wos struck by a red 1993
Chevy Corsica driven by
Ronald Young, 54, also of
Farmington Hills, at 10:16
p.m. on southbound Halsted
across from the Independence
Green Apartmenta near Hall-
wood Court.

Young hod told police that he
saw the woman at the last
minute, waving her hands in
front of the car as il trying to
flag him down, He could not
stop in time.

She was proncunced dend at
1 a.m. at Botsford General

Accldent scene: Furmington Hills police Officer John
Markey and an unidentified firefighter check over
the aftermath of where a pedestrian in the road was
hit and hilled by a car Wednesday night.

Car hits, kills woman,
58, standing in road

Hospital.

Officers found that she lived
at the apartments and also
found an application for a
nearby pizza parlor in the blue
lenther man's jacket she was
wenring. They believe the jack-
et belongy to her husband,

Police found no identification
on the woman, but found that
she worked at a nearby Kmart
and traced her back to her resi-
dence where they contacted
her husband early Tuesday.

The driver was wearing a
geat belt and was uninjured.
Police found no alechol in his
blood and he was not at fault
in the accident. He had been
driving to work at the time.

“I dan't know what we can do
about this type of thing,” said
Green, adding that the death
was the eighth traffic fatality
this year, higher than in recent
years, “I'm afraid this is
becoming a more urban arca
and bikes, pedestrians and
cars don't mix."

Police arc seeking un autop-
sy and still trying to find out
why she was walking in the
road,
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million an new computers. She
was looking for areas to cut.

“It's n big undertaking for us
to think about,” Enberg said.

Time is not on the board's
side, though, school officials
said, Many of the district’s 26
buildings are 30 years old and
becoming outdated for modern
tenching techniques.’

Athletie director Ron Holland
and technology director Kathy
Jones stated the case for the
pool and computers,

The district only has one com-
petitive swimming pool at North
Farmington High. Two other
high school teams use it as well
as the Stingrays Swim Club,
Holland said.
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Standards coll for pools to be
at least 6.8-{cet decp with a div-
ing area of no less than 12 feet.
Farmington High's s three-feet
in tho shallow end.

A base of computers is needed
in hoth clementary and sec-
ondary buildings, Jones said.
The propesal would ndd three

to an::h 1 Yy

would get one unit but have
access to computers on carts.

In terms of the number of com-
puters, the district is lagging,
Jones said.

“With computers, it's always
difficult with the absolescence
factor,” Jones said. “What we
renlly necd is a larde investmgnt
of computers to get our installed

base.”

Computer replacement would
be done on a five-year schedule
and pnid for out of gencral oper-
ating expenses, Jones added.

Trustees were briefed by a
bond analyst and a financial
advisor on how to proceed if they
decide to go to the voters.

Bonds can be sold in a series
or all it once to raise $110 mil-
lion, o represcntative said, Pro-
ceeds raised from bond sales
would pay for building renova-
tions and technological imprave-
ments outlined in the proposal.

The figure involved is not
unusual considering the amount
of buildings and scope of work
invelved, one analyst said.

“The overall load is fairly mod-
est,” snid Poul Stauder of Staud-
er, Barch and Associates, which
has been hired as the financial
ndvisor during the process.

Some trustces necded to hear
it from their colleagues, though.

The panel fecommendation
makes sense, said Trustee
Priscilla Brouillette, Her voice of
less than.a year's cxperience on
the board was joined by Inch'’s
18 years,

His response — which called
on the wisdom of Harry Truman,
a shipbuilder, and an English
king — appeared to away the
rest of the board, .

“I think it's time we embrace
thia proposal,” Trustee Cathy |
Webb said.

* Live entertainment

Celebrate New Year's Eve at
per,

with Your Family & Friends
Featuring:

¢ Dinner scatings at 5,

o Dinner menu from *18.%*
o Party favors & champagne toast at midnight
Located on 12 Mile Road In front of the
Cerpchlc:k Subdivision
benveen Halstead and Hagpenty Roades
27925 Goll Polrte Doulevard, Farmington Hills
(810) 489-1777
Don't forge! - Ine are open yeur round
Monday through Satunday for lunch and dinner
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7 and 9 p.m.
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