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+ coming in cach day," snid co-
- owner Catherine Henninger. “1L
think it's kind of a bad time of
© year with Christmas ... and kids
. being out of school,”
:  Tom Henninger was quick to
- point out that Big Apple wasn't
- the only store in the aren lacking
. applicants,
“Nearly every store in this
* strip has a sign in the window,”
* he said.
. Eve Cinato, district manager
- of the five Village Shoe Inn's
including the downtown Farm-
ington location which is secking
. employees, snid she tvo has
. noticed “help wanted” signs in
- “all the shopping centers” down-
- town, But it's not just a Farm-
ington dilemmu, Cinnto said.

“1 think all the retailers ,.. are
having trouble getting help,”
Cinnto said. “Even at 12 Onks

. (shopping center).”

It’s been n month since Village
Shee Inn management posted o
help wanted sign at the 33224
Grand River Ave. store and they

B ‘I think all the retall-
ers ... are having trou-
ble getting help.’

Eve Cinato
—Village Shoe Inn

“can't get any help,” she added.

Cinnto said the number of
retnil applicants has been dwin-
dling during the past two years
and she doesn't believe it has
anything to do with the pay or
the hours at Village Shoe Inn.

“I think peoplo aro not inter-
ested in that type of work,” Cina-
to said, adding that Village Shoo
Inn's in Rochester and Clarkaten
are also having difficulty finding
new hires,

Doris Lovill of Mra. Lovill's
Ten Cozy, 32906 Grand River
Ave., could not find interested
applicants when her busincsa

a sign out front, she eventually
gave up and asked people she
used to work with if thoy'd be
interested in working for her.
They wero and with onc other
employeo she lured away from
Cattleman's Market, she had her
staff which remaina with her
today.

*I guess you havo to go steal
them from someplace clese,”
Lavill quipped.

Judy Downey, exceutive dirce-
tor of the Farmington DDA, said
she sces the lack of available
hires a8 o growing trend that far
exceeds the boundaries of Farm-
ington.

I see it everywhere I go,” she
said,

Becouge many retail jobs pay
workers minimum wage,
Downey said, retail applicants
tend to diminish in good econom-
ic timuz when higher paying

opened in di Far
three years ago.

After placing several newspa-
per advertisements and posting
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ing jobs are nvnll-
able.

“When times arc gond
Dawney said, “you don’t huvo a
lot left to draw from.”

And with Farmington being n
“fairly affluent area” with a pop-
ulation of mainly older people,
“You're not apt to see as many
young people in the job market,”
Downey added.

town Center store.
Brighton outlet.

when only four pecz)le showed up to app
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They're h!ﬂng' Catherine and Tom Henninger of Big Apple Bagel were a bit dismayed
fy for jobs at their new Farmington Down-
similar posting for new hires drew 100 applicants to its
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In to taking students

puters, and staff while the stu-
dents have provided most of the
direction for the program.

Aftor the first few months of
operations, transportation prob-
lems between the city's middle
schools and the Costick Center
were worked out, Lipa said.

“They have been great,” he
said of the help of the Farming-
ton schools.

Lipa said the program is
designed to have a facility ncar
each of the city's middle schools,
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\ Just North of 10 Mila next to Clark Statlon ke

from the schools to the program
sites, the city hae the use of
SMART van that can take atu-
dents from one center to another.
That will be especinlly helpful
when students at one center
want to go to the ice arena to
skate,

City council members plan to
include some level of funding for
the program in the next parks
and recreation millage proposal.
In addition, o community foun-
dation has spensored the Cornu-
copin Ball on an annual basis to
rnise money, in large part, to
support the program,

Lipa said a futurc program
goal is to have a summer pro-
dgram.

The program has also been
running for part of the holiday .
The ice arena will bo apen to stu-
dents today from 2:30-5:30 p.m.
and the YMCA nnd Costick Cen-
ter will be open again beginning
‘Thursday.
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BUFFET DINNER

OPEN BAR - Includes draft beer & wine
Champagne at Midnight

D.J. In the Maln Ballroom .\nd dancing
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