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let’s l'érr;odel

Be informed when picking material

Q: I am somewhat overwhelmed by
the ber of cholces of p ts on
the market for my remodeling project,
which is a kitchen update. Can you

1.give some criteria for purchasing prod-
ucts?

A: This is an casy situation in which
to find yourse}f overwhelmed. Not only
does the product need to fit within a
budget and the style of the room, but it
needs to work with your other product
choices. Below are some consideratl

teea and servico options available on
each product. Written copies of manu-
facturer warranties should be avail-
able from your contractor.

# Talk to your contractor about
which product will beat suit your
noeds. Some materials wear bettor
than others in given circumstances.
For example, painted surfaces might
chip and pecl more in a humid envi-
t like the bathroom. Your con-

to keep in mind when choosing prod-
ucts or materials. .

H Price is not always an indication
of quality. Judge cach product individ-
ually and do not use prices as a factor
in determining quality. .

M If you have a question about the
life of  product or its effectivencss,
talk to your remodeler, If he or she
cannot help you, seek advice from pro-
fessional showrooms or from the man-
ufacturer of the product.

B Don't make uninformed decisions
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about a product — find out what it has
to offor over the other choices avail-
able.
M Divide the cost of an item by its
anticipated longeovity to figure the
1 cost. An expensivo product that
will last for 20 years may be a better
choice than an inexpensive product
that will only last five years, Product
life should be a factor in your selection
process,
W Ask about manufacturer guaran-

... this new kitchen. . . :this new bathroom...
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If there is a guiding pri

displays of treasured objecta.

plo behind porary
design, it is “form follows function.” One interpretation
of this dictum is a lorge dose of stainless steel on
everything from refrigerator doors to restaurant-style

ppli In keeping with the minimalist look of
contemporary design, clutter is kept under control with
the selection of predominantly closed-door stora
there is any open storage, it i8 reserved for books or

. If
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1 Visit the showroom and plent of DeGIULIO
INDUSTRIES to learn how you can te &

.~ From consultation and planning through installation, our craftsmen will
ensure that your needs are mot to your complete satisfaction.

Call 318-271-48980 | DeGinlio Industries | 156150 Century Drive
or 800-277-9991 Kitehan and Bath Cexter Dearborn

Showroom Hours: Daily 88 Sat 94 | (S of Michigen Ave,OfF of Greenfild}
—

tractars should be able to guide you
toward tho best choice for your
lifestylo and environment.

® Some products have internal
parts which may or may not be
roplaceable. Ask your contractor about
the maintonance and repair costs for
each of your product choices. You don't
want to spend a lot of money on a fix-
ture that can’t be repaired down tho
road.

& Some products are botter invest-
ments than others in adding to the
resale value of your home. Your con-
tractor should be able to offer an opin-
jon on whether a specific product is a
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good choice for a particular situation.
Choosa wisely. The product chosen

will be a factor in the final cost of the

job. A.professional contractor will be

_inyaluable in helping you look at all of

the preducts available. They have
installed products and havo been
called for repairs on the ones that give
people trouble.

Taken from “The Master Plan” -
The National Associution of tho
Remodeling Industry.

For your home improvement ques-
tions or a copy of our roster book.
coll Gayle Walters, executive director
of the NARI-Michigan Remodeling
Assoclalion at 810-478-8218, Ques-
tlons can be malled to the associa-
tion office at PO Box 1531563, Livonia,
Mich. 48153, Members of the assoclo-
tion include professional coniractors,’
wholasalers, manufacturers, consul-
tants and lenders representing olf
facets of residential and light com-
mercial remodeling. Members also
answer questions on “Home Improve-
ment Radlo,” with Murray Gula on
WEXL-AM, 1340, 1-2 p.m. Saturdays.
Call in your questions ot 810-544-
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Nature classes
scheduled

This winter brush up on your botany
or learn the ancient art of bonsal,

Regardless of your level of interest,
the University of Michigan Matthaei
Botanical Gardens’ adult education
courses will help get you started.

Members of the Friends of the Botani-
cal Gardens receive 10 percent off any
adult education class.

Call (313) 998-7061 for information.

Classes include: .

® Bonsal - 2-4:30 pan. three Sundays,
Jan, 5-19, $45. Classes will be a mixture
of lecture and hands-on experience as
students will be given time to create

.their own bonsai. Topics will cover the

art and culture of bonsai, including
plant selection, styling, fertilization, pest
management and other basic guidelines
for development and care of these
attractive miniature woody plants.
Material will be available for purchase.
Instructor is Connic Bailie,

® Adult Bolany - 7-9 p.m, five Thurs-
days, Jan. 9-30 and Feb. 6, $65. This is an
introduction to the diversity of land
plants, from mosses to flowering plants,
Emphasis is on the major groups of
plants as responscs to anclent and mod-
ern ecological challenges. Instructor is
David Michener.
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