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sworn in: The Farmington area’s
new state representative cele-
brates ‘family day’ in Lansing.
/A3 . '

“Vindlcated": Dr. Jack Kevorkian
said he was never intimidated by
previous charges by the previous
county prosecutor. /AS

.*MALLS: & MAINSTREETYS
Get fit at malls: Walking programs
at the area's larger shopping cen-
ters allow you a free fitness work-
out in a climate-controlled envi-

ronment and the chance to earn

prizes for your efforts./A8

i TASTE
Eating vegetarian: Discover the
benefits of taking meat out of
your diet./B1

Laura's Fat-Free: Goulash has
.always been known as a “stick to
your ribs” type of meal. Check out
a new version./Bl

Boys basketball: Crosstown rivals
Farmington Harrison and North
Farmington crossed pathes Fri-
day in an intra-city contest./C1

Hockey action: Catholic Central
put its undefeated record on the
line Saturday against Livonia
Stevenson in a non-league
game./C1
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Ameritech’s long .
distance ring sounds
sweet to officials

DY WILLIAM COUTANT.  ~
BTAFF WRITER
Farmington and Farmington Hills officials are join-
heerd 0t itive b

Snow problem

Lt

Foatan oot s

BY WiLLIAM COUTANT
BTAFY WRITER

responding ta accidents.

Cadillac Seville crossed the

Scraping by: Janclle Horton,
windotws of ice and snow g,

Winter’s fury brings
flurry of accidents

. Old man winter hit hord Thursday, keep-
ing Farmington Hills police officors busy

*“We normally have cight or nine accidents
in a 24-hour period,” said Hilla police Traffic
Supervisor Sgt. Dennis Green, “We had 23
(fram 7 a.m. Thursday to 7 p.m. Friday).”

The most scrioua accident involved n 49-
yenr-old Bloomficld Hilla dentist, V{ho'a 1892

a senior at Farm Hig

% School, clears her car

fter class was dismissed Thursday afternoon.

going cast on 12 Mile near Rollereat in front

" of Harrison High School at about 10 p.m.
Thursday. The Cadillnc spun around and
was struck in the rear driver’s side by a 1991
Ford Explorer driven by Steven Brown, 33,
of Farmington Hills,

The dentist, Michael Breyer, was listed in
critical condition Friday at William Beau-
mont Hospital in Royal Oak where he was
taken alter first being transported to Bota-
ford General Hospital in Farmington Hills.

while

Seo WINTER, A2

District’s
‘sibling

policy’ on
the block

BY LARRY O'CONNOR .
STAFF WAITRR B

Farmington Public Schools ia’
expected to do away with a con-.
troversial policy where brothers:

mon Campus students get the nod:
over others to enroll in the school of choice, .
A proposal presented during the bonrd of educa-
tion study scasion Tuesday would eliminate the pol-:
icy starting in 1997-1998. Siblings of studonts;
already enrolled at the grade 1-6 school would ba:
grandfathered in. . .
Trustees will decide on the recommendation at its.
regular mecting Jan. 21, Board members expect.
protesta. B
Three parents spoke in favor of continuing the-
policy, which they say helps keop families togother.
Opponents arfue the policy is discriminatory and
limita access to the district’s most popular school of
choice.
Highmeadow — which was namod a national
lary school — fills ings through an annu-
al lottery. , '
Last year, 46 of tho 50 openings went to brothers
and sisters of current students, leaving only five

Seo POLICY, A3

Board fields
uestions on

e v

its bond plan

BY LANRY (°CONNOR
ETAPY WRITER

Same residents are questioning the $110-million’
i schopl board b

bond issue, an
almost sound relieved.

Two parents spoke out during Tucsday’s study,
seasion, which is two more than have commented;
publicly since the report was presented in late
Novomber,

One parent belioves the district needs to look at
more cost-efficient ways to educdte children, Anoth-
er said he favors the bond, but wanted some finan-
cial information clarified,

The board ia ex) to apprpve the preliminary
application for the bond at a apecinl mecting 6:30
p.m. tonight at the Lewis Schiiman Administra-
tion Center. The board is'condidering an election
dato of March 24 or 25 to ask vpters to approve the
bond and s millage ronewal.

] wanted to check up on you: | want to make sure
we don’t get gypped,” said Bill Bteiber of Farming-
ton Hills, who said he backs thejbond.

The district intends to spend $92 million on build-

g

Seo BOND, A2

ing others in p ene-
fit for consumers by Ameritech’s entry into the long
distance business in Michigan.

Ameritech became the first major communications
company to apply to the Federal Communications
Commission for permission to provide long distance
service under terma of the federal Telecommunica-
tiona Act of 1998,

Under that law, companies like Ameritech can pro-
vide long distance once they've complied with a
~checklist™ of requirements and signed interconnec-
tion agreements with competitors. The Jan. 2 FCC
filing was hailed as “another major step toward ful-
filling our custamers’ wishes,” according to Richard C.
Notebaert, Ameritech chairman and CEO.

*To all those who sny the long distance market is
already competitive, I say: Take a look at Thankagiv-
ing ave, when the three leading long distance compa-
nies raised their prices in lock-step for the second
time this year, tho eighth such increase since 1990,”
Notebaert said.

Gov. John Engler hailed the filing.
. “This astion is reflective of Michigan's p: peti-
tive tel unications policies and 1 applaud
Ameritech for making this historic filing,” Engler

said, -

New 37th District stato Rep. Andrew Raczkowskd
didn't try to contain his excitement at the nows.

“Thiais tr d ho said. “Michigun ie the first
state and, [ think, INinais will probably follow.”

Raczkowski said Ameritech hna two facilities in
Farmington Hills and has the largest number of com-
pany employees in Michigan. But more importantly,
consumers will benefit, he said.

“They just want an even playing field into the long
distance market,” be eaid. “This will allow Farming-
ton and Farmi Hills resi greater peti

* tion and lower rates.”

Raczkowaki aaid the other long distance carriers —
AT&T, MCI and Sprint — havo been in the Michigan

Seco AMERITECH, A2

District wants answers to MEAP decline

BY LARAY O’CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

Fewer Farmington Public
School fourth and seventh
gradera are proficient in math
and reading, according to
MEAP test results rolensed

ny.

And school afficials intend to
scek the answers as to why.

Students took tha MEAP in
September. .

Fourth graders achloving 75
percent or better in reading
slipped from 67.4 percont in

1985 to 62,7 in 1998 whilo

those making the grade in -

math plummeted from 82.8 in
1995 to 77.8 percent in 1896,
Some 832 fourth gradora took
the tests.

Seventh graders scoring 76
pereant or botter in math
dropped from 77.4 to 67.3 per-
cont in 1996. Satisfactory
seores dipped in reading from
57,2 to 52.9 percent.

“Tha overall reaults of the

. district are disappointing,”

Superintendent Bob Maxficld
said. “We've had r nice five-
year trend upward. Last year
wns a more dramntic jump
than in the past.

“It's been a top priority with
us to improve the test scorcs
and get them up where I think
they ought to bo.”

Farmington results corre-
spond with a statewide trend,
though. Percentage of satisfac-
tory scorea dropped in reading

Boo MEAP, A2

MEAP Results — Farmington Schools
Below are the district and stazewide scores for 4ih- and Tth-graders
taking the reading and math portions of the Michigan Educational
Asscsament . The figures represent the percentage of students
achieving a satisfactory score. .
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New food in town
Kitchen of Farmington.

heddar hesb and

Downtown Farmington is host to two new
cateries, the Big Apple Bagels store and Thai

Big Apple,at 23334 Farmington Road, offera 5+
ounce, doughy, frosh bagels in varicties from

d cin-

namon raisin and salt.

cream cheese, |

Chee Yang.

chip to stand

- Ownera Catherine and Tom Henningor, and
their son, David, also offer fresh-ground gourmet
coffee, sandwich bngels and many choicea of

Thai Kitchen, in the Village Center mal), will
rephace It's Greek to Me Cafe. Doors will open
todny, after a ribbon cutting Sunday, Jan. 12,

‘Thai Kitchen is owned by George Yang and

The Council of Hi ners
Farmington Hilla will hold its annual member-
ship meeting at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan, 14 at the
Farmington Hills Library, -

Entitled “Calling All Homeowners,” the meet-
ing will include the clection of officers.

A Inti,

FARMINGION FOCUS

Attentlon homoowners

a Christmas” in 1996,
The profit arganization recently
its year-end statistics. According to their figures,
166 families, 331 children, 116 senior adults and
26 disabled reaults received food, toys, gift cer-
tificates, and health supplies in the form of

1 4

Goodfellows wrap up
The Furmington Arca Goodfellows came aven
cloger to their goal of *no child or senior without

of from the .

Over 20,000 canned goods came from Farm-
ington Public Schools, 1,283 toys from various
individuala and groups, and $51,095 camo from
all community mailing.

Recipicnts qunlified aftor o clearing process
with Neighborhood House, Salvation Army and
St. Alexander Church.

The Goodfellows wish to thank the many indi-
viduals and companies who donated their time,

and sisters of Highmeadow Com-' .

money and resources.
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