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900 S will
impress you
with hidden
power

By Anne Fracassn
Avanti News[Features

The engine in the 1997 Saab
900 S responds as though
there’s an 8-cylinder under the
Thood, even though there isn't.

Really.

Power is there the millisec-
ond you press down on the gas
pedal. [ts easy to reach exces-
sive speeds on the {reewany, even
if you don’t want te,

The car’s power comes from a
4-cylinder engine. Yep. Those

dish engi ut b
a 2.3-liter dual overhead cam
naturally aspirated turbo inline
job that delivers 1560 horsepow-
er in a flagh,

And the 900 S driven had a 5-
speed transmission in it. I
never felt put out by it. It per-
formed well, shifted easily and
only confused me in the dark
when I couldn’t remember
where reverse was. You've got
to lift the ring under the shift
knob to get it into reverse gear.

This 4-door hatchback that
sents five with cose is a high
performance vehicle with a lot
of functional uscs. It's aimost

ROAD
TEST
By
Anne
Fracassa

1 was thinking about this the
other day because many years
ago, Saab’s big bosses invited us
over for the weekend. We flew
to Fairhope, Ala., not far from
Mobile to sce how functional
Saabs could be.

When we got into town, we
were given instructions and a
map outlining a typical
Saturday morning of chores so
we could make the test fun.

All the town was in on the

like it's n sport utility L
of its functionality.

game and participated actively.
We picked up Grondma at the
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airport. She used a cane and
told us how easy the car was to
get into and out of. Then we
drove to the hardware store to
pick up several baga of feed and
some hay.

The Circle K let us put what
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anyone | with long lega.
Headroom was perfoct.
Hiproom was great.

The only problem I had waa
getting the seat belts to stoy
Jocked. On severa! occassions, 1
heard the belt “click” in secure-

let, red and yellow. The manual
transmission has a new shiftor.
Tho seats are moro comfy. And
there’s new luxury velour
upholstery.

The 900 8 isn’t a blast to
drive, but it surcly is spirited.
It's a large car that you would-
n’t expect to handle like a
sports car, but it does, If you
want to get o little wild in the
900, you can — it will accommo-
date and be happy doing so.

Another thing you'll like
about the Saab 800 S is the
lovel of safety features included
as standard equipment. I'm
talking about ABS, dual air
bags, lap and shoulder safety
belts and head restraints in all
five scating positions, sido

. impact reinforcement, the well-

known safety coge construction
with front and rear crumple
zones and 5-mph selfsrestonng
bumpers.

The rear seat, called Saab
Safeseat, has crogsbeams under
the seat and at the top of the
rear seatback. What that gives

is

would in my h hold be
about six months worth of gro-
ceries. Then the clack atore
called. The grandfather clock
was fixed, so wo went to pick
that up. Our last stop was pick-
ing up one of the town's kids for
tuba class — tuba and all.

What we learned that day is
how versatile Saabs were. And
atill are,

With the back seat up in the
900 S, the cargo area is 24 cubic
feet. More than most, But with
the back seat down — and by
the way, it goes all the way
down flat —the cargo room
increases to 49.8 cubic fect.

The back seat has enough
room for a couple of large
adults. The front seats are
comfy as well, and perfect for
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1y, only for the belt to pop out
tedly several mi

later.

The 900 S has a better brake
system this year. The brake
calipers and discs are larger
and the brake pads have been
repositioned. What that gives
you is better braking torque,
resulting in shorter braking
distances, The brake system is
alae outfitted with 4-channel
anti-lock braking system.

Saab really didn't change a
whole lot on the 900 this- year.
Much is the same as last year,
And 1 gtill have the complaint
that I shouldn't have to be a
Rhoades scholar to figure out
the radio controls.

‘There are four new paints for
1897 — hat shades of blue, vio-

your back the
protection of cross-car rein-
forcement in side impact colli-
sions and holds those passen-
gers against the seat with the
three lap and shoulder belts,

That crossheam on top also .

adda another level of safety by
p ting the rear p
from any possible cargo in the
luggage compartment.

The Saab 900 S is the low-
est-priced Saab and starts at
around $25,000. But take a look
at some of the goodies it offers:
16-inch alloy wheels, 4-wheel
disc brakes with ABS, premium
stereo with power antenna,
heated seats, power windows,
power door locks, telescoping
steering column, height-
adjustable belts, remote lock
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and alarm system.

The alarm system, by the.
way, has an engine-immobiliz-; ;

ing feature, intrusion sensorar

for the doors, hood and hateh,~ |

and a glass-breaknge sensor.
Saab takes care of its cus.:
tomers — the first maintenance;
service at 5,000 miles is done;
free of charge. . et
OK, a0 the book on the Saatt!
900 S is that it's fun to drivgi
performs well in inclement™
weather and is the perfect fami:
ly sedan. N
Heck, it's a great car for an]
one. X
Anne Fracassa is senior editors
of Avanti NewsFeatures. b

1097 Saab 900 B
Vehicle class: Luxury sedan. -

Engine: 2.3-liter DOHC 4
cylinder. :
Mileage: 20 city / 29 highway.
Where built: Sweden.
Price: $25,000.

Prompt action when a tire
needs fixing can save It so it may-
'nIot need replacing. o

Fres Brochure N

For a free copy of the Motorist's
Tire Care and Snfety Guide, send
a solf-addressed, stamped enve-
Jopo to tho Tire Industry Safety
Council, P.O, Box 3147, Medina,
OH 44258, Send o $4 check or

. money order and you get the

Special Tire Care Kit, which
includes the Safety Guide, a tire
air pressure gaugo, a tread depth
gauge, and four tire valve caps in
handy plastic pouch. .
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