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N ‘My first blli? | have elght -
sitting on my desk right
now.'

Andrew Raczkowski
—new state reercuntatiue

Raczkowski takes
oath as new rep

BY Tt RICHARD
STAFF WRITER

“The legislature shall meet at
the scat of government on the sec-
ond Wednesday in January of
each year at twelve o'clock
noon. "™~ Michignn Constitution

.art. IV sec. 12,

Little work got done on family
dny, when state representatives
took their ceremonial onths of
office with spouses, kids, par-
onts, friends and supporters
packing the House floor and
gallery.

“We've got 56 people here,”
snid Christa Murphy, girlfriend
of freshman Rep. Andrew
Raczkowski, R-Farmington Hills.

Murphy was at Raczkowski's
floor desk with his brother,
Wally, and sister-in-law,
Annctte. His father and mother,
Bogdan and Sonin Raczkowski,
were in the front row of the bal-
cony with uncle Ziggy and aunt
Adela Zomar, “They’re waving,”
said Murphy, waving back.

“I've requented to serve on
Public Health and Public Utili.
ties,” snid Roczkowski, o 28-
year-old Young Republican
activist. who won his seat after o
near miss in the 1994 primary.
“There's a lot of influx right now.
We're still debating and negoti-
ating amongst our caucus.

“We'll set our priorities Jater in
January when we sce what the
other side is doing. .

“My first bill? I have cight sit-
ting on my desk right now. .
.We're not turning in blucback

That'’s one of tho main reasons I
ran — to help the state.”

He will have seat No. 8, in the
second row and third desk from
the right (cast) aisle. Visitors
who want to spot him should sit
in the loft (west) gollery near the
front of the hall.

Moanwhile, Raczkowski is
transferring control of a family
printing and marketing business
and completing a last course at
Detroit College of Law, Going to
law school is & common practice
in the Legislature. Some 24
years ogo, a freshman state rep-
resentative named John Engler
went to law achool at night.

Welcome aboard

“Today it's our turn to congrat-
ulate you and the Democrats,”
gnid House GOP minarity leader
Ken Sikkema, as he scconded
the nomination of Curtis Hertel,
D-Detrait, to be apeaker of the
House.

The vote was 106-0, with four
absent. Sikkema said he made
the seconding speech for the
Democratic takeover becaunse
Hertel had made a similar con-
cilintory speech when Republi-
cans had 66-54 control of the
chamber two years ago.

Jan, 8 was the first payday.
But actuanl work won’t begin
until sometime this week, at the
carliest, when leaders make
committes assignments.

Republicans cut the number of
committeea to 22 in 1995. But
Hertel's D ta, with 58.52

(the formnl document submitted
to the clerk) until Jan. 28,

“In Cnlﬂ:arnln. we see what
happenéd with the Q4. Simpson
trinl (in which he was acquitted
of the criminal charge of murder)
but the family is suing O.J.
under civil law. You should have
that same opportunity in Michi-
gan — not just reparations but
help the victim or victim's family
by instituting civil liability.”

Raczkowski drew office 719
0lds Plaza (soon to be d

control after the 19986 election,
plan to expand the list to ot least
29, including one on consumer
protection. v

On Jan. 27 the Hall of Repre-
sentatives (formal name of the
chamber) will be packed again as
senators and appellate court
judges join them to hear Gov.
John Engler's soventh state of
the state address.

A deadline many want to
ignore is Jan, 30, the final date
on which legisl, muat act if

after the late Gov. George W.
Romney), across Capitol Avenue
from the Capitol Building. His
phone number will bo the same
as Jan Dolan's, his pred

they want to reject pay increases
recommendea by the State Offi.
cers Compensation Commission.
No action means a pay hike.

Bill Ball , former legisla-

517-373-1793.
Staffers will be Marsha
And dmini: ive nssis-

tor and entreprencur of Inside
Michigan Politics newsletter,
dicted “no roaring out of the

tant, and Mindy Bawen, legisla-
tive aide. ~

Raczkowski remembers his
first visit to the Capitol, in 1982,
“I waa a volunteer in Dick
Headleo'’s {gubernatorial) cam-
paign. I was impressed with the
ability to mold people’s lives and
either help or hinder the state.

Musicale

Applications are lable for

blocks with an aggressive log-

islative agenda™ from House .

Democrats because it will bo
shot down by the Senate, still
controlled 22-16 by Republicans.

Most of Wedneeday's seasion
was caten up by drawing for
scats on the House floor, by
seniority and lot. Front row cen-

Famlly gathering: New state Rep. Andrew Raczkowski, R-Farmington Hills;
his girlfriend Christa Murphy, left, and brother Wally, right. An cntouraﬁe of 56 — made up of family, friends
and supporters — traveled to Lansing to wish the representative well in i

ter aisle scats were reserved for
leaders Hertel and Sikkema.
Veteran women lawmakers
opted for a cluater of scats two-
thirds of the way. back along the
center aisle. R

A prayer

Adam Cardinal Maida,
Catholic archbishop of Detroit,
opened with a non-denomina-
tional prayer, asking “your guid-
ance to broaden our vision to the
long-range results of our actions.
. . for humility, patience and
courage to respect the steady
pace of human dialogue. . . and
the roller-coaster of public ser-
vice,”

Chief Justice Conrad Mallett
Jr. administered the ceremonial
oath of office, although most
mombers had taken their oaths
;n their home districta days car-
ier.

The election of Hertel as
speaker and Sikkema as minori-
ty lender was decided days after
the Nov, 5 election, when clected
members caucused even before
their terms began, Party caucus-
es in the Legislature are exempt
from the Open Meetings Act.

offers cash awards

is day on the job.
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is joined on the state House floor with
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7-12 who plan to compete in Farmington Musi-
cale’s Awards for Musical Excellence. This annual
competition offora cash awards to further music
cducation.

1t is open to students who attend Farmington
public or private achools, to children of o Farming-
ton Musicale member and to those whose primary

id is in i or Farmi Hills,
but who attend school elsewhere.

Applications are being distributed this week to
the music departments in all Farmington-aren
middle and high schools. They may also be
obtained by calling Connie Randall, 478-8932,
Applicati must be leted and re d

in gradea levels: 8-10, 11-12. Cash awards will be given in

each grade division.

Two other acholarships will be awarded. The
Stroy-McCallum Memorial Piano Award, for the
student who is judged to be the “most outstanding
planist” regardiess of grade level, will be awarded.
The Farmington Community Band will also award
one di ician in the wind/b /per
cussion category, regardless of grade level,

First and second place winnera will perform
their winning compositions in a recital at 7 p.m.
Sunday, March 18, at Nardin: Park United
Methodist Church, Awards will be presented at
that time, as will the Strey-MeCallum Piano and
Farmi ity Band awarda.

postmarked by midnight, by Monday, Feb, 10.
This year, the competition will be Saturday,
March 1, at Nardin Park United Methodist Church
in Farmington Hills. Categories will be: piano,
string, wind, brass nnd percussion instrumenta
divided into three grade lovcls: 7-8, 9-10, 11-12.
The voeal categary will be divided into two grade
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ON THE AGEND.

Farmington Hills City with the City of Farmington
e s v and the Fur{nington achool will be discussed at the next meeting

Council
City Hall, 474-6115
7:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 13
Agenda items include:
L_B; ion of empl
awards, Lowis Schul

board.
Special moctin

C

The recital is open to ail, The Farmington Musi-
cale is 8 member of the National Federation of
Music Clubs,

Mectings and programs are held on the first
Wednesday of each month in the Farmington Hills
Library. For more information, call Connie Randall
at 478-8932 or Bov Notestine at 476-1729.

Democrats to meet
What's in store for the coming yum"

of the Farmingtan Democratic Club, at
. 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 16, at the

g
Farmington Board of Botsford Inn.

A Enncl composed of achool board

David York, Farmington

® Consider cnacting an  488-3300

Center, Y A
Mayor JoAnne McShane and Farming-

amendmont to the city code to - 6:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. ten Hills Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi will
3

provide for dovelopment of 1
site condominiume in Farm-
ington Hills.

Agenda items include:
W Approval of prelimi

give a preview of what to expect in
their jurisdictions during 1997,
ion-and-ans period will

# Discuss proposed meeting  application to call a
ngenda for the joint mecting millage renowal clection.

bond uné follow. The mectings of the club are
open to all.

CLEARA

KNIT DRESS CLEARANCE

CHODSE FROM A DAZZLING ASSORTMENT OF FUN AND FASHIONABLE KNIT DRESSES
FDR ALL DCCAEIDNS. MISSES AND PETITES S1Zes $89-$1 49,
CLAIREWDOD FOR THE FULLER FIGURED WOMAN $104-$1 65,

Jacobsons




