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+ For the firat time in 20 years,
Pat Nowak has a job in the pri-
vate sector and is moving to
Rochester Hills,

“I'm vice president for corpo.
rate dnvelnpm.nnt of Spalding

In the early 18708, Nowak was

‘in the insurance businees in

Farmington Hills and a part.
time Oakland County commis-
sioner. *I didn't run for re-elec-
tion as county commissioner in
1876. My initial plan was te
lngnvo ghv state. But (County

DeDecker E ing. It'a an
old firm; been around since
11950,‘ Nowak said this week,
“I'm nasisting i .5 Wes

Dan) Murphy asked
me to be hia deputy.”

So Nowak waa No. 2 man in

n
total quality and sccuring new
usiness,”

‘Nowak loft as Gov. John
Engler’s director of the Michigan
Department of Transportation in
Lansing last March to challenge
incumbont Democratic Congress.
nian Dale Kildee, of Flint, in the
9th District.

county gov in charge of
long-range planning until Mur-
phy retired in 1980 and Engler
was elected governor the same
year.

Last year he was unable to sell
his house in Lansing and reated
a house in Clarkston while mak-
ing his congressional bid, “I've

sold my home in Lansing and am
moving to Rocheater Hills next
week. It's been a nightmare,
going back and forth,” ho said.

“] don't have any political
plans. But I won't rule anything
out,” Nowak said, adding he did-
n't plan to attend the Jon, 31
GOP state convention in Detroit.

Nowak, 68, didn't take the con-
gressional loss porsonally. “We
(Republicans) experienced
almoat a statewide disaffection.
It nlmost defies analysis. The

Kildee, Lynn Rivers in the 13th
and David Bonior in the 10th),
but thoy lost one congressional
seat (Dick Chrysler in the 8th),

the state House, all atate educa-
tion seats and a chance to con-
* trol the state Supreme Court.

“If I wasn't a good candidate —
and 1 think I was — fine. But
what about the others?” Nowak
asked.

“Common wisdom,” according
to Bill Bnllcnger“s Inside Michi-

four state House séats, control of

overall shift of Republicans into
the independent column and
independents into the Democrat-
ie column.

Other analysts, such as the
New Yorker's Sidney Blumen-
thal, say the “right-wing South”
controls the Republican Party
nationally. The GOP's own
Ripon Society says the party hay
been “Dixie-ized.”

Nowak thinks he and other
GOP coandidates may have been
espousing positions — such as
T

Democrats did much better than
they had done in any and all
races, It was all across the
board,” he said.

Not only did Republicans fail
to win any of their threo targot-
ed congressional seate {(against

gan Politics is that 1}
the GOP turnout was down at
least 5 percent and 2) voters
opted for “moderation.”

Mark Grebner, an East Lans-
ing politiclan and political con-
sultant, thinka there was an

Legislature reconsiders minimum wage

BY TiM RICHARD
STAFF WRITER

State Capitol capsules:

Two major labor issues are
back before the Michigan Legis-
lature, despite the time lawmak-
ors spent debating them in 1895-
G,

First, minimum wage. The
House passed an election scason
hike in the minimum wage, but
it died in the Sonate Labor Com-
mittee, chaired by Mike Rogers,
R-Brighton.

Renson: House Bill 4180 hiked

went to its first hearing before
the Senate Labor Committee last
weck,

“Most businesses in the state
already pay above the minimum
wago in order to attract and
retain quality workers,” said
Charles Owens, NFIB state
director, “However, small busi-
nessea currently exempted under
federal law should have the flexi-
bility to determine wage levels
that the current Michigan law
provides.

“Small business owners
believe the ketpl: not the

the server's
wage, which ia pegged at 75 per-
cent of the base minimum, or
$2.52. Business argued that
servers, with tips, were making
far more than the minimum, and
thiat no hike for servers was nec-
essary.

‘This year, Sen. Loren Bennott,
R-Canton, introduced Senate Bill
1-to raise the minimum wage
from $3.36 to $6.16 an hour. It
would mirror the federal mini-
mum wage change enacted by
Congress last year, His bill
reportedly didn't touch the serv-
er's $2.62 minimum.

SB 1 was denounced immedi-
ately by the National Federation
of Independent Business when it
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government, should determine
the wages and prices of business
and commerce.”

Fedoral law doesn't apply to
firms with lesa than $5600,000 in
groas receipts that aren’t in
interstate commerce.

Worker’s comp

Second issue is worker's com-
pensation reform.

Lnst May Rogers got his SB
895, aimed at cutting fraud in
worker's compensation, through
the Senate on a 21-16 party-line
vote, but it died in the House
Labor Committee.

Rogers said his bill would halt

fraud and “wouldn't cost injured
workers a penny.”

“If that's all it did,” replied
Democrat Ken DeBeaussaert of
Macomb County, “we could come
to an agreement.” DeBeoussaert

rewrote workers comp eligibility
standards, retronctively tormi-
nating benefits for those paid
under the old standard — and
generally waa rammed through
by the GOP majority without

the 700 U.S. Depart-
ment of Education programs —
years before the voting public
was ready for them. Not that the
positions were wrong, but "l
should have taken a softer
approach,” he snid,
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The Research Division of William Beaumont's

and Nutritional M inets

Nownk said he went into the
congrpsgionnl enmpaign believ?
ing that Kildee, o former tencher
nt University of Detroit Jesuit
high, was “a decent guy” who
svould campaign on issues. .

“In the last three weekshe
came out with vicious lizs
‘Nownk drives a Jap car,’ ‘Nowak
proposed an incinerator for
Rochester Hills,' and ‘Nowank
opposed student loans.” I wogld)
have expected it {rom (dtheg
Democrats). But Kildee, whe
passes himself off as a néan
priest — it sent me for a loop,”
Nowak said, “though I dan't
know that it made the diffprs
ence.” M

N

said Rogers' 895 tried to over-
turn two court deeisions. It

giving Democrats time to study
the measure,

a personal

This Weekend...
only for the first
time in Michigan,
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- enrolling volunteers in a three to five year research trial
of an experimental high blood pressure drug to
determine if the drug will slow the progression
of kidney failure in patients with Type IT “adult
onset” diabetes.

Type 1 diabetes patients account for 90 percent of
patients who suffer from diabetes. Approximately
1600 men and women between the ages of 30 and
70 will be sclected from patients with Type 11
“adult onsct” diabetes who also have clevated blood
pressure and early kidncy disease. All medications,
tests, clinic visits and parking are frec.
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Thurs., Jan, 30 - 12-8 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 31 - 10-6 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 1 - 10-5 p.m.
By Appointment

w BR (

v;,'h 1095 South Hunter » Birmingham ¢ (810) 645':-0500“““‘i

1-888-80-STUDY,

information.

Wwilllam Beaumant Hospital

If you think you may qualify for this important
research study, please call our toll-free number

A registered nurse will return your call and provide more

ree ways
proving we try
little harder.
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If you' thought ali banks were
the same, we've got the people and
the products thac will help you
change your mind.

MANAGEMENT

CHECKING

We're also trylng harder
by offering accounts like Cash

First of Amerlca C
Savings glves you high rate savings
when you have at least one other
account with us.

I you currently have 3
Connectlons Savings account, we'll
glve you this bonus rate when
you make an additlonal deposit
of $1,000 and bring in a copy of
this ad,

At First of America Bank, we're teylng harder to make banking easler for you. So,
to bpen an account by mall, call 1-800-222-4FOA, Or visit our nearest office taday.

) B Checking.

You'll get higher interest on
higher balances. As well as unlimite-
ed check writing.

If you currently have a Cash
L Checking
we'll give you a bonus rate* on the
portion of your balance over
$5.000 when you make an addl-
tlonal deposit of $5,000 and bring
in a copy of this ad.

F U N D

Why would you settle for sec-
ond best when you can have the
FirstRate Fund?

I¢ has high rates tied to the

‘91-Day Treasury BIll. It's also fully

liquid. Which gives you easy access
to your money when you need it,
you currently have a

FirstRate Fund account, we'll give
you this bonus rate when you make
an additlonal deposit of $5.000 and
bring In a copy of this ad.

If your new balance Is $10,000
or more, we'll give you this speclal
rate on your entire balance.
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‘Bebected syer Wiwa you purchase
“acoessones, GAtes and mastanon
a8 fogula? prce

*Anousl Tercentage Yieldy (APYs) ore accucate as of 1/20/97 and ave subject 1
the batance sbave 33,000 1
detetmined by the b hich 11 of 1710/97 1 £.13%. The AFY 1anges ra
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