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DELTA helps reach
the gifted students

1l students need consistent dally opportu-
nities to learn at their challenge level.
When children say “Now [ und dl®
about something that ariginally scemed “hard to
learn,” their academic self estecm and sense of
mastery skyrockets, .
Providing this sense of lish for the
gifted child is often a challenge to clasaroom
tenchera, Very bright children often know the
basics which other children still need to learn.
Teachers who feel n keen sense of responsibility
to “the other 28 children” may need help in pro-
viding for the gilted students in their classes.
The DELTA Department assists and supports
the clagsroom teacher in finding ways to meet
tho learning needs of tho gifted.
ere are three general approaches which the
DELTA coordinatars use, The first is through
actual student contact. While the classroom
teacher is responsible for the learning of all stu-
dents, the DELTA dj 1y assiat

This groomer goes to the dogs

B Carlos Ramirez has a
traveling dog grooming
business that pampers

pooches in Farmington.

BY MARY RODRIQUE
STAFF WIUTER

Mary Picard is
typical of the cus-
tomers who depend
on the services of
«Carles Ramirez, 8

R traveling dog
groomer,

His yollow van, with pictures of
dogs painted on the sides, pulls into
her Farmington Hills driveway once
every aix weeks to primp Grover, &
six year old Maltese Poodle mix.

I would highly recommend him, 1
would trust him to come in and get
my dog if I weren't home,” said
Picard, who manages the Mcadow-
brook Country Club golf shop.

“Carlos does a lot of charity work,
marathon bike trips, things like
that.”

Picard has been using the services
of Ramirez’s “Going to tho Dogs” for

. six years, since her family moved to

the community when husband
Robert’s NHL carcer brought him to
the Detroit Red Wings in 1981,
Shortly thereafter, the couple
bought the tiny curly haired dog
who weighed less than two pounds
and was “smaller than a mentloaf,”

by meeting with small groups of children or even
with an individual child. This “extra pair of
teacher hands™ gives children guidance for
thinga like independent studics, clnsses at moro
advance skill levels, and alternative instruction
to replace topics the child already knows. This is
an especially common option in the clementary
schools, where students have more flexibility in
their achedules.

At the middle and high school level, students
would mare commonly choose ‘particular classes
to meet this necd: for example, taking algebra in
the eighth grade, or choosing an Advanced Place-
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ding to Picard.

*Two of my ncighbora across the
street usc (the service). It's much
casier than driving the dog some-
where and picking him up later,
This is much more convenient.”

While Picard beams when she sces
Ramirez pull into her driveway,
Grover isn't quite so happy to see
the groomer. .

“Last time, he hid under the
couch,” she said.

Since she was at work that time,
her daughter, Lauren, 15, and son,
Preaton, 12, had the task of extricat-
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Bath time: Carlos Ramirez reaches for a towel to dry Grover, a Maltese-Poodle mix who gets groomed
every stz weeks or 50 by the traveling service.

ing Grover from his hiding spot.

“Hc's scored at first, He shakes.
But he gots over it fast, He's a
happy dog,” she said.

Inside Ramirez’s heated van,
Grover's body shook nervously as
the groomer washed him and blew
him dry with a hand held dryer. Ho
had alrendy had his nails clipped
and Ramirez performed a cursory
check of the little dog’s tecth, which
he pronounced healthy and clean,
Within s few minutes, as Ramirez
spoke to him, Grover appeared to
sottle down.

Ramirez started his traveling dog
grooming business in 1984, after
years of working in shops. He cua-
tom designed the van interior to
include a full size bathtub (he taps
into the homeowner's water supply,
and uses a heater to warm it) and a
large table for grooming.

“What gave me the idea, I heard
about a lndy in West Virginia who
ran a portable grooming service,
That sounded good to me,” ho said.

A Farmington Hills resident,
Ramirez works alone, except when
he gets extra busy. Then his sister,

Maryann, lends him a hand.

“I do all types of breeds,” he said,

The only pooch who posed a prob-
lem was a very large St. Bernard
dog. :

“(Grooming) wns not possible,”
Ramirez snid, *He was too big.” ‘

His work takes him to neighbor:
hoods all over the Farmington area,
as well as to Southfield, Bloomfield
Hills, Birmingham and Livonia,

*“I don’t advertise,” ho said. “Moat-

1y, people hear about me by word of -
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Every

,Eveiy Winter
Store
Every lamp on Sale

(Yes, every lamp—is up to 60% off)

Stiitel—nsw design
26" Table lamp, rust hnished,
hang paintzg rust shade.

[ Specially Friced al 41699

SCIENTISTS. ARTISTS. ENGINEERS. ATHLETES.

Every profeasion and every vocation begins with education. And every
education initiates the discovery of who we are. Cranbrook Schools
offers an education that goes beyond book leaming and test aking ~ an
education that becomes a part of who your child is = and will hecome.
BROOKSIDE: Offers an outstanding core curriculum for pre-
kindergarten through Sth grade » Hands-on instruction in computers,
science, and music « Computer Jab “logged-on™ ta NASA's Spacelink
« Brand new addition now open with Early Childhood Center,
new scietice classrooms and music studios. )
CRANBROOK KINGCSWOOD MIDDLE SCHOOL:
Concentrates on gender-specific student needs, grades 6 through 8

b osize the devel

of self-confid

Gend

- Stiftel—new design
1- 21" Desk lamp,
polished brass hinigh,
white linen shatlow

— drum shade. -
Specially Prced at 11598

We've marked down hundreds and hundreds of lamps giving
you a huge selection lo choose from in every slote. All our
' lamps ate on sale, including such lamous makes as Stitlel,
Walerfard, Kovacs, Frederick Cocper, Crystal Clear and
many mote. Hurry, our Winter Sale ends January 31, 1997,
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Light Years Ahead in Customer Sanvie:

Bloomlatd
6580 Telegeaph at Map'e Rd. 2 810-626-2548

Hoxi
45318 Grand River, One Mile West of Movi Rd. 2 810-344-0260
. Rothester )
200E Sccmd 1., € of Main St, ¥ B10-€51:4302
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competence and creativily » Average G 1o 1 student-fuculty satio « State-
af-the-art computer facilities
CRANBROOK KINGSWOOD UPPER SCHOOL:
Provides a co-educational day and boarding enviranment, grades 9
through 12 » Recognized as exemplary school by the U.5. Department
of Education » Exceptional record of college placement ut lvy League

YTINE

schoala and other outstanding collegea and universitics

CRANBROOK SCHOOLS

OreN HOuUSE

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2

Urper ScHOOL PROGRAM 1 P.M.
Lower AND MippLe ScHoot OreN 1-3 P.M.

1221 N, WooowarD Ave.,
FO Box 801 Buoosnid Hus, Ml, 48303.0801
810.645.3610
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