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Final schematic

Some rcaders
have asked me
to follow o pro-
jeet from the
boginning to
illustrate the
entire process
with its inher-
ent ups and
downs. I thought
it was o great
idea, 80 in addi-
tion to dia-
cuasing a serics
of everchanging topics related to
architecture and construction we
will follow tho design and con-
struction of a “custom” home
which is on the boards at my
office. A month or 80 back I
began reporting on the progress
of this project and I will continue
to have monthly updates as the
project progresscs,

Schematic design

ploted last week.
it teok two to three wecks longer
than expected to finish the work

was l"mnlly

PARK RIBSE SOUTH

Beauntul new home designs v
tlus magnificent sering, tucked
i the rare pvacy of deep,
unsported woodlands.

From the mid $300,000's
810-669-1070

Built én cunjunction wish:

The Selective Group

for this phase. Between the holi-
days and vacation time and pro-
craatination as well as the shear
magnitude of the project I fell
behind - it is after all a piece of
art and very difficult to predict
absolute completion times. I
always fecl that it is OK if things
take longer than oxpected as
long as those providing the ser-
vices are working diligently to
complete their obligations and
the quality is at least as good as
oxpected. For me, schematic
design is completed at the final
schematic design meeting and it
is at this meeting that a final
model is presented to the clients
for their approval. Depending on
the size of the project, this model
is usually made out of w and
is in iteelf o work of art requir-
ing 60-80 hours of time to fabri-
cate, It is built to scale and is an
extremely accurate depiction of
the actual project. Alang with
the model comes a set of final
floor plans and elevations. Tho

SBLOTOIM

A seat location, minutes from
Laurel Park Place with Nortbwlle's,
acclaimed schools. Visit aue fresh
new decorated model and sce this
magunificent wooded site.

From the $290,000's.
3134201143

SO OUM NE )

Hurryl Onty a few homesites 1
terain in the final phase of this H
Tt selling community. Quick
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Crwasy

1oon setting. Located on Maple Rd.
west of Wixom Rd. Visit our sales
office at Loan Lake Worls,

From the $200,000's.
8109600770

A plcturesque wooded
neighborhood with all-sports
lake privileges. New model plans
now available.

From the low $240,000's.
B10-960-0770

A willage atmosphere, winding
sidewalks and a great location with
exemplary Novi schools. Beawtifully
" decorated madels now open. Several P
homes currently under construction
for quick occupancy.,

From the $270,000's.

810-347.7835
Built In comjuncion witk:
Crescel

A spectacular new community
with acres of private recreation
fncluding ball f:elds, tennis couns

\“ ] and atot lot,
e From the $220,000%s
e 3131137727
ey x
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in a teangul countsy

o Builders

design invaluable to bid

meeting turn out to be casual as
the finnl meeting involves very
little speculation on my part.
Typically my clients are
enthralled by imagining them-
solves occupying their new pro-
ject. Sometimes frionds of the
clients are ot these meetings and
everyone haa a good time,

At the close of the firat phase,
the simple schematic design doc-
umonta begin to be distributed
for bid, loan and structural pur-
poses, The structural engineer
can begin to look at spans and
unusual conditions — although
they prefer to use 1/4" = 1'-0”
documents for their work, NBD
is providing construction finonc-
ing for tha project and needs to
roviow the project as well as the
preliminary specifications for the
project — the achematic drawings
will suffice for this purpose.
Some of the bidders on the pro-
Ject can get the information they
need from the schomatic draw-
ings in order to supply bids on

the project ~ examples include
window and door fi

tion of thia phase, there will be
levations and sections na

a8 well as the redwood and
cypresa suppliers for the exterior
skin. Plumbing bids can be
received by combining the
schematic drawings afong with
complote written spec of the fix-
tures which aro to be utilized.
With the close of the schematic,
design phase I have moved
immediately into the design
development phase, Hers, the
drawinge
enlarged to 1/4” = 1'-0" which
means that one fourth of an inch
moasured from the drawing
equals one foot in roality, Walls
can now be drawn accurately
and windows can have their mul-
lions sized. properly, ete. Many of
the intricacies which a project
has are realized and some can be
rosolved. Dimensions can be
realized and something almost
hard to describs hoppena as the
project takes a huge jump
towards reality. By the comple-

egant Custom -
ouniry Estates.

are immediately.

P 3
well as structural and electrical
drawings. The specifications will
be 0% complete meaning that
finishes, kitchen equipment and
plumbing finishes will bo deter-
mined. From a design standpoint
becnuse the schematic phase was
8o extensive thore is little to
resolve at the large scale.

Professionally, I am 85 percent
satiafied with the project and for
me that is quite high ~ as you
may have noticed 1 am demand-
ing of othors as well as of myself.
The problem is that the dining
room soems a touch too long
perhaps the proper furniture
choice would take care of the
problom, Ta a 12-15 foot Jong din-
ing room table too long? This
project will not utilize the aer-
vices of an interior designer but
maybe I can convince the client,
that this plece of furniture is®
absolutely necessary.

So nt this point all is well with

Only 18 superb 1% acre hbm;

- affl'egpd to create your own custom
2O TR
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Clarkston School Diatrict.

Open Dally 11 a.m. -§ p.m. Closed Thursdays (810) 832-8497
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HARTLAND
Visit our newest condominium
community in Hartland,

of the Village of Clarkston in the

Brokers Protected.

process

the client-architect relationship.
The critical determiner of this is
tho client's satisfaction with the
design of the project, Obviously
at this point in time there aro no
cost overruns so other than the
design and the client’s approval
of such, not much clse can upset
the balance, If ono has chosen
onc’s architoct with care, all
ghould be great. If on the other
haod ot the close of achematic
design one is not happy I would
quickly read through the con-
tract and exit now rather than
1ater bocause it only geta more
and more expensive as one
moves into the next phaso,

Steve Sivak is a licensed archi-
tect in private practice and an
adjunct professor. of architecture
at Lawrence Technological Uni-
versity in Southfield, He special.
izes in well-crafted residential
and commercial architecture and
can be contacted at (313) 769-

Health
house
ready

The Health House
‘97 - a cooperative
educational project to
showcase construction
choices for healthy liv-
ing is open in Wixom,
The builder is the S.R.
Jacobson Develop-
ment Corp. of Bing-
ham Farms.

Clean indoor nirisa
cornerstone choice for
a more healthful liv-
ing environment, and
Health House '97
demonstrates dozens
of waya to achieve the
healthiest indoor air
possible while provid-
ing high energy effi-
ciency and earth-con-
acious construction
methods. .

The model home
will be open weckdays
from noon until 7 p.m,
and weckends from
noon to 6 p.m, through
Sunday, Jan. 28,

This second joint
venture educational
center is in tho Bluffa
of Wexford community,
which is off Charms
Road two miles north
of Wixom.

*For more informa-
tion on the project or
detailed directiona to
the home, please call
810-569-5100.

Woodclff Village. Lusury ranch
and 1 172 story plans now
available to preview.
Priced from the $140's

Open Dally 1§ a.m. =5 p.m. Closed Thursdays (313) 449.9014

(wo bedroomv/twa bath floar plans,

‘WHITMORE LAKE
Comge previc our iew
domini: ity in

Whitmore Lake I’nnlurlné
afMardable ranch and 1 172 story

Priced from the $120's

BRIGHTON

Half-ncre lots arce now available in

Phasc I of this new home
community In n woodcd sciting
convenicat lo 1-96, Six creative,

open floor plans available.
Priced from the $170°s -




