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It’s a man thing

Af lcast that's the experience of interior
designers Linda Cotter and Laure Burt of
the Curiosity Shop in Franklin. When they
deslgn a home's interior, the women are.
‘most intercsted in the kitchen and the men
supervise the design of the library.

“A lot of times if it's for a home, you're
talking a man's library or office,” said
Cotter, who said she doesn't like sterco- s

s but ... “You have one of two direc-
tions, Either he wants it to look lke an
office or he wants it to function as an office
but look like a library.” °

Cotter and Burt say they have designed
a “zillion” libracies and it has become a
specialty for them,

Libraries come in a variety of styles
from sleek contemporary with laminated
fumiture and sophisticated computer con-
soles to the far more popular country
French and English styles, with built-in,
ceiling-high bookeases.

“If you said ‘library” to a lot of people ~
probably the traditional English pancled

- library comes to mind,” Cottér said. “The

library is the room that the masculine per-
son{n the houschold is involved with:
People don’t think about libraries in femi-
‘nine terms.” .

Baronial libraries with pancled walls,
stone fireplaces, leather bound books, rich
tapestry hangings and a suit of armor or
two are not easily accommodated in a
modern home, but Cotter and Buirt help
homeowners suggest these legendiry liter-
ary rooms with deftly selected touches.

In addition the modern library often
must accommodate the latest officé and
entertainment equipment.

“The first thing we do - all désigners do
~is find out the function and the form they

i :

(the clicat) want it to take,” said Cotter.
“You can't go anywhere until you have
those things established. Once established,
you have that part of the puzzle. Then they
tell you the size of the area, Designers get
you to identify what you want. There's
really not all that many ways to go. You're
leading them down a road they’re already
going.” .

For Marge and Jim Hiller of Franklin a
change in one room led to changes else-
where. . .

“We used to have a pool table in the liv-
ing room and decided'to move it to the
basement,” said Marge Hiller. “The library
had been a TV room, but we put a big
screen TV in the living room; that left the
library a library.” R .

Marge, who makes most of the family
decorating decisions (with input from her
husband), had a definite view. - *

“We wanted to make the library into a
qulet room sitting by the fire, but we also

- had to get a computer in there, Linda

warked it all out and rodid the living room
with the big screen TY and more book

ves. B

Kay Alberti of Orchard Lake sald her
husband wanted a place for hls gun case,
booksheives and a television. -

“Basically this is my husband’s room.
He picked out his own desk. He wants a
leather chalr. He wanted it to be function-
alshesaid. :

Alberti chose a rich cherry wood to give
the room a traditional look, She'also had
solid doors replaced with sliding glass
doors between the libraty and living room
to providea view of the lake.

For the Hillers, the library {5 a quict
retceat, and for the Albertis; the lbrary Is a
multifunctional room. The word library

often means different things to different’

people. .
*Is the library more home office or for

"eling ahd

deep
leather .
chairs,
speak of
tradition in
the Albertl’s
library in
Orchard
Lake, left.

The library: A room with a male fouch

entertainment,” Burt said.

The answer to that question will lead

the designers to selecting furniture and
‘equipment that fits those needs. Hekman
Co. designs furniture specifically for home
library/offices. One picce of furniture, for
Instance, looks like a handsome picce of
furniture and when unfolded it reveals
space for a printer, computer, fax and
other necessities for the modem business
person.
Though many people have a room
specifically designated as a library o den,
some people tuck their ibrary /office into 3
dining room or bedroom by using one of
these convenient consoles. .

Another reason that the library is often
the man’s domain is that it houses such
adult toys as big screen televisions and
stereo systems. Burt said many clients
want their speakers arranged just 50, some-
thing that has become a lot easier with the .
advent of mini-speakers like those made
by Bose, Cotter said these can often’be
‘masked by silk plants or fabric.

Anather technical consideration is light-

Ing.

" Lighting is Important. You can have
ceiling Jighting, but most people arc com-
fortable with a light over the shoulder,”
Cotter sald. “Lamps are much warmer:
You necd a minimum 75 watt bulb.”

Warmth is a primary consideration; lit-

erally and figuratively. Fireplices are an
important component in many home
libarics. But'it’s a certain cozy feeling that
many homeowners are most, intercsted in
achleving. I
“More often than not there is a room
that they havé in mind for this,” said

Cotter. “You think of quict, enclosed, -

someplace to gét away from the. hubbub.

Cotter and Burt bought the Curiosity
Shop 17 yeats ago and speclatize in
upscale home interior desigris.

Cozy retreat:
The Hillers of
Frankiin
were look-
Ihg for quiet
room with
fireplace for
thelr: -
liprory.utine
here:

on th;v cover: A jungle striped rug and knotty pine paneling
create a relreat for the Hiller of Frankiin, Photo by Bull
Hansen. - -
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