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Diamond career was
a jewel of a business

y dnd was in the jewelry profession

ever since coming to America from

Europe, He wanted me to become a
stone setter of fine jewelry because he said 1 had
golden hands; meaning, skillful or talented fin-
gers,

He proceeded to have me apprentice for his
dinmond setter, at the fabulous wage of ten dol-
lars per week. It was extremely difficuit to
learn; you had to possess a very strong grip as
the skill was one of dynamic tension of each
hand pressuring ogainst the other one. Also, the
small tools called gravers were carbide steel,

razor aharp, and many a day [ cut my fingers *

and hand. Normally it takes five years to learn
the trade; but because of my artiatic skill, I did it
in two. I worked the most difficult jobs, I had
the patience ond talent to painstakingly carve
the platinum and gold we worked on inte tiny
worka of sculpted art.

Dad was actually a wholesaler who sold the
finest stoncs to other jewclers, He had lived
through the great depression and his investing
in top notch quality dinmonds was no accident;
his rensoning was that if you had exccllent mer-
chandie, if there ever was another market col-
lapse you'd be able to retrieve your cost from
your own inventory. This process also helped
establish the fact of carrying only the fincst
quality; it resulted in a highly respectful reputa-
tion. This in turn helped build a large and faith-
ful business following. It brought in customers
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Winter golf honors friends memory

M This Froup gathers

annually for a unique

memorial tribute to a
friend.

BY MARY RODRIQUE
BTAYY WRITER

For tho past ten
years, apartmont
dwellers of Forming-
ton Hills Indepen-
dence Green have
hean privy to a
strango sight on one of tho coldest
Sundays of winter: a dozen golfers
playing a raggedy game of golf on a
snow covercd course marked by
orange construction cones.

What they are witncesing is an
ongoing memorial tribute to a friend
and brother, an avid winter golfcr
who lost his life in a 1987 car acci-
dent. The tenth annual Bill Brown
Memorial Winter Golf Conoy Dog
Invitational Classic was cclebrated
Jan. 5 this year against strong
winds and intermittent snow show-
cra,

“We made a modified course of
seven holes which we marked with
pylons,” said Len McCulloch, who
developed the event to honor his lifo
long friend.

McCulloch’s friend Bill Brown was
25 when a young driver barreled
through a red light and broadsided
his car. The accident happened
August 18, 1987, the same night and
within a few miles of the crash of
Northwest Flight 266. Brown died
of massive head injuries. His fiance,
a passenger in his cav, suffered a
closed head injury but has since
recovered.

“For three or four yeara prior to
his death, Bill came golfing with my
brother Mark and me in the winter,”
said McCulloch, a | i id;
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REMINISCING: Len McCulloch says his friend Bill Brown was the driuiﬁg force behind their :

of peychological services at Broo
Rchabilitation Services of Farming-
ton Hills,

McCulloch, o psychologist, began
specializing in work with closed
head injury patients the same year
his friend died, but says it was a
field ho was gravitating toward nat-

urally. Being prodded to play golfin |

of Independence Green and director

winter, was due to Brown's
relentless insistence.

winter golf games. Here, McCulloch stands in front of a work of art made by closed head
injury clients of Broe Rehabilitation in Farmington Hills, 7

“We had no problem getting a tec
time,” McCulloch joked, “Bill was
the driving force behind our winter
golf. We would play regardless of
the weather, usually cvery Sunday
through the winter at Indopendence
Green., We'd put out the orange
pylons to mark the course.

*“The December following the-acci-
dent, I thought we should have a
memorial winter golf auting in Bill's

where he works as a therapist.

.

honor with his closest family and
friends.”

The first outing was held Dec. 28,
1987, fucled by hot chocolate, lots of
laughter and reminiscing, and a
common bond of love for the man
they called bruther ov friend. A tra-
dition was born.

“It's a day to be together. Over
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Assisted Living

Basic and Skilled Nursing
Physical, Occupational, Speech,
Restorative, Respiratory Therapy

Sub-acute services. Short term
rehabilitation

Reachwand Inn snd Borden Cougt

Alzheimer's and other dementias

Special Care Unit

Hair Salon, Ice Cream Parlour,

Movie Theater, Guest Room,
Restaurant, Gift Shop,

Social and Religious Activities

An Older Adult Health Care Community

3500 W. Sodth Blvd., Rochester Hil\ls

810-852-7800

Medicare Certified
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Please call for a tour
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HEALTH AND CARE
ITERS YOU NEED,
GS YOU WANT

20,000 products and services,
_at prices you'll feel greaf aboul!
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r 35600 Central City Pky.
(313)458-7100 {810) 828-2819

Full On-Site Pharmacy

Most insurance plans accepled.
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18 ct. XL skze
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6843 Rochester Rd.




