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Birmingham-Bloomfield aren.”

. Aoaragon opencd for business
in April of 1981,

. The majority of their business
is by referral and ninety percent
of the ica d

in

A. “Sometimes that's the way
it goes. They cither can't beliove
it and don't want to face it or
ttmy ju‘st wanted to know for
t

ic work is

undertaken on behalf of female
clients.

Q. So what's involved in

sotting up a private dotec-

::;e agency? Can anybody do

A. “Well there are several
ways to get a license here in
Michigan. It's a very controlled
state, some atates don't require
a license you just hond your sign
out front but in Michigan it's
very contrelled and licenscs are
isgued by the Michigan State
Police.”

Q. How do you qualify for
the license?

A, “Well there’s a list of eight
eriteria to meet.”

Some of those include the
individual being a citizen, at
lcast 18 years of age with no
felony convictions and two years
experience with a private agen-
cy or experience as & police offi-
cer or member of the federal
bureau of investigations. The
license must be renewed cvery
three years.

Q. As the “domestic spe-
cialists” what type of cascs
do you handle?

A. “A majority of our cases are
(cheating) spouses but we also
investigate people where child
custody is an issuc and some
divorce cases where the husband
suddenly anys he has no asscta,”

Q. So tho clients you're
working for aro often dis-
traught wives?

A. “Yes. And dealing with
spouses that have been hurt is
kind of like a doctor dealing
with his patienta, They are sick
or injured at first but you get to
watch them heal. I've actually
had people sny it was either o
bottle pills or us and afterwards
they'll come by and be the hap-
pieat women in the world.”

Q. Arc you ever hired by o
husband or boyfriend want.
ing to check-up on their
women?

A. “Yes. But I'd say only about
ten percent of our business is
from men. And I'm not looking
to chastise men because [ am
onc and not all of them arc bod.”

Q. So do you spend a lot of
nights running around town
fo!I!oWliik your client's spous-
es'

A, "Actually no.” The agent
explnined that he has a very
expensive but highly effective
tracking device that can be
slipped unnoticed into someone's
car and he need only turn on the
computer at his office to sce
where the person is at any given
time.

Q. You know where your
subject 18 but how do you
know who they are with?

A. “Well if it's o residential
area you can figure it out but
we'll also send someone out to
check it out. We can verify who
the other person is by getting a
license plate number and I just
enll & service that I have and
they run it for me.”

Q. Are you ever

- approached or cought by the
people you are tracking?

A. “Well all agents like to go
about their business being as

* covert as is possible and I can
say we have never been caught
. out on the street.”

The agent sajd sometimes
they are confronted by a spousc
because their phone number
showed up on their phone bill or
caller ID.

“We have to tell them that
the law forbids us from talking
about who are clients ore.”

Q. Speaking of the telc.
phone, can you put a bug in
someone's homo phone and
record conversations?

A. “No. Bugging the telephone
is extremely illegal.” In Michi-
gan a phone call can only be
recorded if one of the two parties
talking knows that the call is
being monitored,

Q. So what’s onc of the
wilder cascs you've handled?

A. The agent tells a story of n
woman client who hired him to
track her huaband who had
claimed to her that he was
impotent.

*Well we got pictures of him
with his 27-year-old girlfriend in
a car and let's just say well, he
wasn't,”

The agent went on to say that
the guilty husband, whose wife
stayed with him, called to have
a meeting with an Aaragon
agent a couple yeara later.

“Wo thought it was going to be
real trouble but he actually
hired us to find out if his girl-
friend was running around on
him.”

Q: Do client’s often end up'

staying with spouses they
have discovered are cheat-

Other times we fol-
low o case all the way through
even ending up recommending 8
divoree lawyer for a client.”

Q. Do you cver have a case
of the client wanting to kill
tho messcnger?

A. “We've had a few like that.
They feel like now they are
forced to do something because
you gave them the answer. They

come hera suspicicus but not
wanting us to find out any-
thing.” :

Q. With no fault divorces is
tho information you get of
any value during o divorce
preceding?

A. “It's true there's no fault
but where property settlementa
are concerned, many judges will
take irto account the activities
of the husbanda.”

Q. Are there any d‘ome'suc

reserve the right to get out it. If
we see a boyfriend or girlfriend
getting over zealous we remind
them that they have to be real,
real careful. There's a delicate
balance in fulfilling the clients
needs and meking sure cvery-
thing is legal,”

Q. What type of cases do
you handle beyond domestic
matters?

A. *We do lots of workmen
compensation cases for utt_or;

cascs you won't get |

in?
A, “If it looks like stalking we

neys ori
The high tech equipment
Anragon uges includes a fiber

optic scope and camera. They
recently set up their camera in
the garage next door to a man
who cloimed to he was unable to
work due to an injury.

Qver o three-wecek period of
time, they recorded him doing

all kinds of outside work and got

the goods for their client,

Q. Do you ever sct up any
in home surveillance like for
a baby-sitter?

A. “Yes, We have wireless
video equipment that can be
installed inside a clock or a
radio and transmitted back to a

basge unit TV menitor.” .

Aaragon hns been hired to set-
up such devises in the homes of
people who were hiring a new
nanny or suspicious of one they
alrendy had. “It's a growing
trend.”

Q. This sounds like an
interesting profession do
you enjoy {t?

A. “Oh ycs. 1 don't practice
psychology, or marriage counsel-
ing or the law but 18 years of
working with people givea you n
strong education and lots of on
the job training.”
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