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—— Ope of the new {ilma
lougns released is Al Pacino’s
“Looking For Richard,”

M which puts Shokespeare's
Richard Il in the fil k:
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ing news for the third time
this year.

Because Hollywood is
what Hollywoed is, there's
little resemblance between
Richard III as secen in the
movie houses and the ver-
Y sjon written about by
Shokespeare. And that
. upsets the folks from the
Richard 111 Socicty.

Compton Reeves, o professor of history at
Ohio University and chairman of the Ameri-
can Branch of the Richard Il Seciety, is
pleased that the current focus on the clessics
returns Shakespeare to the hearts of the
people. But, ot the same time, Reeves is dis-
mayed that “Looking for Richard” perpetu-
ates a lot of myths nbout a historical person
who was well-thought of by his contempo-
raries.
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artment.

'8 d king, who
family and friends to capture and keep the
throne, bears little resemblance to the his-
torical Richnrd, according to the society. “we
nre not anti-Shakespeare,” snid Reeves. “As
a matter of fact, many of our members relish
a rousing performance of ‘Richard 111’ Any-
thing that increnses interest in the humani-
ties is important to us, and we applaud Al
Pacino's efforts to make Shakespeare more
accessible. But setting the historieal record
straight is also very important to ua.”

This column is not the place to sct the
record straight, but Internct users can
examine on-line texts including 15th and
16th century documents long out of print by
pointing to http://www.wchcom.com/
blanchrd/gateway.html.

Information on the Richard III Socicty,
founded in England in 1924, was forwarded
to.our newspaper by society member Janet
Trimbath of Rochester Hills and passed on
to me. The society is dedicated to the noble
purpose of the study of late 16th century
English history and culture and to n celebra-
tion of the life and times of Richard 1L It
has more than 4,000 members of whom 750
are in the US.

Vital records on-line

Applying for vitnl records such os birth
certificates is now much casicr by aimply vis-
iting the Michigan Department of Communi-
ty Health's Office of the State Registrar Web
site at httpJ//www.mdch. statc.mi.us/,

Applications far birth, death, marriage,
aird divorce certificates can be printed while
opine or downloaded from the Web site.
"MDCH will be continuing to develop ways
tosmake it more convenient for citizens to
reguest copics of vital records," said James
HaVeman, department director. "It's impors-
taxt for people to bo able to got these docu:
mants with n minimum of red tape."

+flersonally, 1 found the site quite useful.
Limit pummer [ learned that what I thought
wap an officinl birth certificate was really
oply a hospital certificate not legally recog-
niZed. So I visited this site and printed out
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MDCH: You can print order forms for vital records such as birth, death,

marriage and divorce certificates on
state.mi.us/.

the npplication with ease. It saved me half a
couple phone calls and waiting for the form
to arrive by enail mail, It printed out with
complete instructions and the address where
to send the form.

The sit also provides interesting stats such
0s rates of cancer cascs for the state and
cauntica, leading sites of cancer, county and
state death rates, infant death rates, leading
couses of death, fertility, abortion and preg-
nancy rates, hospitalization rates, and esti-
mates of the number of physicians by county.

The site also includes reports on early
dingnosis of breast cancer, the leading caus-
es of death, availability of nurses in Michi-
gan, and the changing use of MRia,

Help with repairs

A i provides d profes-
sional help with auto repair questions, prod-
uct recalls, safety recalls, ies, con-

b

line at the hitp:/ www.mdch.

AutoConnect :
Speaking of automobiles, a joint partner-

ship recently has been formed to promote the

use of the Internet as an ive retail

TOtS from page E1

“We are teaching 1,000 chil-
dren on a weekly bosis,” said
Computertots marketing man-
ager Joan Patzelt,

Some school districts welcome
the program as an after-school
activity. Pre-schools and day
¢are centers have it available to
their atudents as an extra cur-
ricular program offered to
interested familics on a weekly
bnsis, said Patzelt.

Setting up o Computertots
program is a very flexible pro-
cess. The company works hard
to mect time frames and sched-
ules to accommodate their
clients.

“We do it a lot of different
ways,” explained Patzelt. “For
community education, it's usu-
ally a six- to eight-week course
but for the day cares or pre-
schools we can have the same
schedule as the schools or we
even go year-round at some
locations.” .

Computertots  currontly
employs 18 part-time inatruc-
tors and all have either two- or
four-year college degrees.

On class days, teachers arrive
at the classroom sites with a
computer and all the acces-
sories necessary to work with
their pupils,

The instructor works with a

ing medium.

Joining hands were Hall Auto World, one
of the largest automotive dealership retail
chains in the U.S,, and ADP AutoConnect, a
new one-stop free automotive Internot ser-
vice,

Point to | /i net and you

of three student

any one time nnd each class is
30 minutes long, said Patzelt,

The youngest students, 3 to 5

year olds, are enrolled in 8

course called Computertots.

Basic information about the

will find AutoConnect which allows con-
aumers to ensily and conveniently find
answers to virtually any automotive ques-
tion. This site has links to nearly 4,000 auto
dealerships, more than 90 auto manufactur-
ers, auto clubs and associntions, parts and
service sites, and on-line auto industry publi-
- cations,
With direct access to a dealership home

stmer rights in auto repair matters, and
much more.

“Today peaple would rather endure a root
canal without Novoeain than take their car
in for service,” said Roy Sutfin, president of
Autosistance. “This is primarily because
they feel they will be taken advantage of,
and rightly so.”

Autosistance helps consumers avoid auto
repair fraud by helping them become
informed consumers and by placing experts
in their corner. The Plymouth-based firm
works only for its members who have phone
access to ASE certified automotive technis

« cians with a minimum of 10 years experi-
ence.

Anyone interested in the services provided
!;y Autosistance can ‘visit its Wul? Bite at

/.

page, 1 car buyers and service cus-
tomers can access information on sales, ser-
vice, location, personnel and hours of opera.
tion.

Savings Bond on-line

‘The Savings Bond Informer, Inc., a cempa-
ny that hes tried to educate U.S, Savings
Bond owners since 1990, has made its
expertise and insight available on a Web
nite.

The TSBI Web site contains tips and infor-
mation for bond owners on such topica ag
common misconceptions, tax traps, and sav-
ings bond resources, Dan Pederson, an
author and savings bond expert, also is fen-
tured on the site. Point to http/fwww,
bondinformer.com.

{Emory Daniels may be reached via E-mail

for a picture of what the firm does and how it
does.

at cmor com. Past col are
archived on-line at hitp:! /obscruer-eccen-
tric.com{main/emoryd/archive.html.)

puter and its equip t
including the use of disks, the

“hand-held mouse and the key-

board, are introduced to the lit-
tle onea.

The first through sixth grade
pupils are part of & class
dubbed “the explorers pro-
gram.”

They work with more
advanced software and get
involved in ongoing projects
and a variety of special pro-
grams geared to their nge level.

"Every class hns something
about computer hardware intro-
duced and then the focus is to
provide something educational
for them too,” said Patzelt.

Software utilized by Comput-
ertots instructors has been
researched and is always free of
violence and cultural bins,

The programs are not'gameé
based like Nintendo but rather
all have an educational focus.

*“The software is fun and col-
orful and there's sound with
talking and singing and inter-
active things,” snid Patzelt.

“There are a lot of games in

“lt's so interesting to
watch the 3-yoar-olds
on the computors
bacause they are total
Iy foariess and they
plck it up so fast.”

. Joan Patzelt

Markcling manager

there but it's all educational.”

“Computer Turtle” is a hand
puppet that delighta the stu-
dents when he comes into the
clnsaroom and sings songs,

The positive response from
both students and parents at
Echo Park has been a pleasant
surprise for Dinno Quarles.

“We didn’t do a lot before
with computers because we
thought the children would be
involved in that at home,” she
anid, *But when we asked par-
ents about this class, the
response was overwhelming.”

The preschool has 66 4-year
olds stepping up to the termi-
nals set up by Computertots
every Friday afternoon. The
programs became so popular so
fast that the company sends
five tenchers to the site to work
with the group.

“It's so interesting to watch
the 3.year-olds on the comput-
ers because they are totally
fearless and they pick it up so
fost,” snid Patzelt.

When Computertots takes
their program to doy care cen-
ters that house children of all
ages, getting the appropriate
program set up is no problem,
said Patzelt.

The instructors simply cus-
tomize their lesson plan to
accommodate the skill levels of
each sct of studenta,

“And we are always updating
the software so we're staying
up with technology,” said
Patzelt.

“We recently got a digital
camera as part of their software
and the kids have been creating
and'developing their own slide
shows,”

Said Quarles; “The langunge
is there, it's well supervised the
staff is great and the
student/teacher ratio is low.

“It'a n good organization and
we have been really a happy
with them.”

Computertots course fec is $30
a month, which pays for four
30-minute classes.

A lower rate can be arranged
if the group is large like the onc
at Echo Park Learning Cenfer,
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