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Raised deck with trellis

Adding a deck can
enhance your existing
home in many ways.
Increasing the value aleng
with improving the appear-
ance are just a couple of
reasons why homeowners
are looking for ways to add
to their comfort at home.
The package includes four
sizes to choose from, rang-
ing from 14'x 16'to0 16'x
20", Also included are stair
and railing instructions,

along wilh optional trellis
plans. Two complete sets
of the plans are included:
one for you or your builder
and one for the building
department, Pians include
full framing instructions.
ltustrations are drawn with
full elevations and cross-
sectional instructions are
included. A full materials
list will make your trip to a
local lumberyard for build-
ing materials easier.

Prices of residential building
Iota rose last year, driven higher
by persistent demand for new
housing and the increasing costa
of land development.

U.S. Housing Murkuts a track-
ing/reporting ucrv:cc based in
Canton, sai of new

earlier,” Bragg wrote in his
report.

“This has been the case in
some parts of the Detroit metro

ing some 50,000 to 80,000 nct
new jobs annually for the past
few years. Such cxpansion has
fucled southeastern Michigan's
ic boom in near-

arca, where growth
has been tmmenduus in the past
few years,” he wrate. “Demand

sites appears to be keeping poace
with absorption in most major
markets,

Southeastern Michigan, how-
ever, ia ene of the few busy
locales nationally with a short-
gage of building lots.

“It has been amazingly hot
here in terms of all major metro
areas,” said Brinn Bragg, editor.

for family lots in northern
and western suburbs has been
relentless.”

Here's what U.S. Housing Mar-
kets reported about our market.

“Southeast Michigan's housing
boam has rocketed the price of
raw land and developed lots
throughout nlmost the entire
region.

“Some easing is likely as the

“It’s really ding as for as
this being a colder climate, an
older market.”

“Good lats at times have been
coming on stream at prices half
ngain higher than similur lots in
the same neighborhoods & year

y moderates in 1997;

g
ly 20 yeara.

“Single-family builders in 1996
worked at their fastest pace
since 1978, Through it all, hous-
ing prices continued to rise.
Inflation of existing home prices
hit double digits, and builders
werre able to command ever-bet-

prices to soar

command $32,000-540,000.
Builders note a distinet ahortage
of these sites.

“Lats of 70 to 80 feet will acl-
dom be found for less than
$30,000, and will oten run up to
$50,000 in the most desirable
neighborhoods.

“Raw single-family lond on the
edges typically sells for $8,000 to
$20,000 per acre. Multi-family
dirt will bring $25,000 to $40,000
per acre in mnst situntions.

M b County

ter prices for their prod

“Prices of finished lots are
escalating, particularly in
Detroit’s weatern suburbs.
Preservation of wetlands and
tree {cgulntions have curbed new

hile, building sites are in

short supply in many locales.

Land speculation is evident by

quick flips; turnover is high
throughout the market.

“Employers have been generat-

“In most subs, a low-end 60-by-
120 lot for starter product will
cost at least $20,000. In more
popular transportation corridors
north and west, 60-foat lots will

have ulnmmcd the brakes with a
two-ycar moratorium on sewer
permits in three busy townships
in the northenst suburban arca.

“The heated pace of develop-
ment has spawned more restric-
tive zoning. Large-lot reguln-
tions are being applied in Novi,
Milford, Brighton and Ann
Arbor”

blueprints), Includes 2 prints and

complete materials list . .
J Send me Garlinghouse Project Plan Information
Package {3 brochures featuring complete line of 53
project plans including decks, garages, room addi-

Deck With Trellis Construction Package (ready-to-build

$15.40

:llons. gazebos and much more . . .$3.50
Name

Address

City State  ZIP

Phone ( )

Fill out info above and make check or money order payable
{o and send to: The Garlinghouse Co., Dept OEC, P.O. Box
1717, Middietown, CT 06457

Don’t neglect lighting features

When redecorating a room, colors are taken
into account, spuce, furniture, carpeting and
even wall sockets,

One thing that's sometimes forgotten is the
feature that allows you to see all your
improvements - the lighting.

With all the different options availuble to
taday's decorator, there's enough varicty to
satisfy even the most demanding homeowner.
The important thing to remember is to pick
lighting that meets your needs as well as
looks good.

It won't do any good to have grenat looking
lighting fixtures if you can’t see them
because the light's too dim.

Before you decide the style of lighting you
need, consider the kind of light that can be
produced.

W Direct light is harsh and produces sharp
shadows and contrasts.

W Indirect light is reflected either from the
ceiling or the walls and produces a softer
light.

W Semi-indirect light combines both direct
and indirect light with the major portion of
light reflected off the ceiling.

B General illumination refers to overall
illumination where shadows are at a mini-
mum.

.4"

o We don st build homes in barren jwld\.
“we create family environments, nestled in
_;r:d settings with community features such
. ~asstreams, ponds, lakes and parks with band
* stands. Since education is a priority;, yot’ll
""'_?dways Jind us located within highly-rated

M Localized lighting refers to lighting for a
specific area.

W Dccorative light is used to identify to a
fixture important in the lighting plans
beenuse of its appearance.

W Accent lighting refers to dramatic or
unusual lighting effects without drawing
attention to the light fixture itself.

Once you determine the kind of light you
want to use, you ean choose from a varicty of
I‘xluﬂ:n to meet your necds.

d lights are or fluo-
rescent fixtures set into the cmlmg or wall so
that the fixture is flush with the surface.
This type of light is used for accent ar gener-
al illumination,

Ceiling-mounted fixtures are installed
close to the ceiling and ore attached directly
to the outlet box. These types of fixtures with
glnss shades provide both direct and semi-
indirect light. This fixture is used primarily
for gencral illumination.

Stem or chain fixtures are suspended from
the outlet box. Depending upon the fixture,

but are suspended from the ceiling on an
enclosed reel that permits the light to be
raised or lowered.

Cove lighting is indirect light produced by
lamps concealed in a molding of wood, metal,
plaster or glass fastened to the upper wall or
an actual part of the wall itsell, _

Wall lights are cquipped with fluorescent
lamps and arc primarily used for gencral
illumination, but they also are used as win-
dow valances, bed lamps, over-the-sink Inmps
and desk lights.

Wall brackets are fixtures that mount on
the wall.

Wall bracket lighting can provide any of
the three types of lighting or a combination
of the three. They are used for localized light-
ing, d ive lighting or backg: 1 illumi-
nation.

Aceent lights are adjustable lights thot ean
be mounted on the walls or ceiling. They
direct light to a specific location. These lights
are used to create dramatic and interesting

effects.
Inft ided by The De-It-Yourself

they provide direct, indirect or i~direct
lighting or a combination. These lights are
used for general illumination and when hung
low ecan be used for downlight lecal lighting.
Reel fixtures are similar to stem fixtures
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Mortgage rates dip slightly

WASHINGTON (AP) _ Thirty-year, fixed
rate mortgages averaged 7.85 percent this
past weck, down from 7.87 percent last week,
according to a national survey released
Thursday by the Federal Home Loan
Mortgage Corp.

It was the lowest since Jan. 9, when rates
also nveraged 7.85. Last week"s average was
the highest since April 18, when rates aver-
aged 7.88 percent.

On one-year adjustable rate mortgages,
lendera were asking an average initial rate of
5.57 percent, unchanged from last weck.

Fifteen-yenr mortgages, n popular option
for those refinaneing mortgages, averaged
7.35 percent this week, down from 7.38 per-
cent a week earlier.

The rates do not include add-on fees
known as points.
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