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Setting the date: Farmington school
board members officially set

March 26 for a special election on
a bond issue and millage renewal.

/A2

Inslde schools: Visitors to Summit
Place Mall got to see a smorgas-
bord of happenings in Oakland
area public schools, including
Farmington./A4

Making it work: Newcomers to-this
country tell of the challenges of
starting new businesses in Farm-
ington./B1

Hoop showdown: Farmmgton Harn-
son visited Walled Lake Central,
hoping to gain a share of first -
place in the Western Lakes boys
basketball standings Tuesday. /C1

ENTERTAINMENT
Family fun: Mel Drumm of Bloom-
field Township, director of the
Detroit Science Center, champions
the cause of science./1E

Dealing with it: Thse who sell
houses face'immense challenges at
this time of year./F1
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Tell me again, what am | eating?

m’l‘l’l‘ml‘l,‘ﬂl !lumcnn
Culture shock. Eaglc Elementary student Meredlth R:g{gan decided to try some
Japarnese food at the school’s first “International Day”

Jan, 31. For jmore on
International Day tlere and at St. Fabian Sclwal see Page A3
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orders
schools to:
help police

BYWILUAM COUTANT .

Farmington High School prlnci-

pal Deborah Clarke was ordered to
mm over to polico statements and
S evidence in a misdomennor nuuult
case.

Judge Fred Harris in 47th District Court mndu
the ruling after an evidentiary hearing Tuesday.in
?{‘if“ that could reach well beyond Fnrmmgwn

ills

Judge Harris also granted a motion by Clnrknn
attorney Carrick Craig for appeal, which means nd
evidence will be turned over until another court,
hearing.

“In"this pnmculnr instance, if this had been‘ud
internal (school) mvcuugutmn, Mr. (Hills policy
Officer Duane) Fox wduld not bo invited into apy.
interview,” Harris said. “I’s not an internal inv:
trgnhon once Mr. Fox is invited in.” :

The issuo of confidentiality arose in the wake ol' 5
Nov. 13, 1996 assault of a student after o powdm'
puff’ ‘football game.

Officer Fox testificd that he was called at home
the cvening of the incident and asked by North
Farmington assistant principal Kathy Kalapos ta
check a motor vehicle registration in connect:
with the incident. oo

Fox testificd that he was given information an;[
statements by atudents who had scen the incident
and was invited into interviews with those studcr(w
and assistant principal Ron Jones.

Fox returncd some of tho evidence at Clnrka a
request, but when police began treating the ineis
dent as a criminal investigation, Clarke refused Yo
turn over the interviews after parents of the those
students had refused her permission.

She cited Michigan law that doea not allow a’
“tencher, guid; officer, school ive or other
professional person” in the public schools to divulge

- that information without the permission of the nlu—

~ Bco POLICE, 42

.

Lottery is the ticket
to Highmeadow;
signup March 3-7

BY LARRY O"CONNOR
STAFY WRITER

A lottery to select students in grades one through
five for Highmeadow Common Campus for the 1997-
98 school year will take place Tuesday, March 11.

‘This year's draw takea on special signifi cance since
it is the first sinco the Farmi Board of E
chmmnwd lho practice of giving priority siblings of

for Families of current
nghmunduw studenta are “grandfathered” from the
recent policy change.

Tho effect in terms of how mary peaple apply is'dif-
ficult to gauge, a uchml spokeswoman said.

“That's hard to say,” Prineipal Barbara Reams said.
*Some people might think there's a botter chance
because there are more openinga. Some poople
becnuss of the (elimination) of sibling priority might
not enter,

“It will be intureating to see how the community
interprots it.”

Under the grandfather clause, 19 siblings are ehg!-
ble for this year’s lottery. That leaves 56

Attitude changes lzfe for the better

Editor’s note; This is the firstina

two-part serics examining life.

changes and how people deal with
them, This Sunday, we'll look at
the sandwich generation and
retirees.

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
8TAVF WRITER -

Sending your child off to school,
getting married and planning your

Furmmgton

* “The key qucshun is: Does your
potential mate make you your best
£elf?” he said. “If they can answor
yes to that, thuun they have a goad

start.” i

Like any dactar, the pastor
sonde his marrying parishioncrs
for a second opinion, to Dr. Wesley
Brun, exccutive director of the
Samaritan Cnunsahng Center in
Farmil Hills. *

. golden years of are usu-
ally times of excitement in our
lives.

But for many, thoy can bc a dmu
of stress and should be planned
for, go that they arc as l‘ullelh:g as
possible.

“Very often, any chungo that

involves tho unknown triggers
fears, stress and some sott of a
responso,” ‘says Donna May, a
stress managoment alist with
Botsford Houpxml‘s Health Dovel-
opment Network. "Any time you
-are taken out of your comfort zone,
there is some confusion. Your atti-
- tude about the change is what's
going to make the differonce.”

* Your better half

.. The Rev. Dr, Browstor "Budge®
Gere says tho coitples he marriea
.don't tako their vows lightly, and
-usually have discussed the
prospect of a committed marringe
long before he sees them.
*“By and large, they have given it
a lot of thought,” said the pastor of
the First Presbyterian Church of

“Peoplo are different no matter
‘how much they have in common,”
Brun says. “There'is a difference
in gender, but alsd other subtlo,
cultural differenceal”

There will be conflicts, and they
should be faced openly, he says.
“I think parents do their chil-

. dren a disservice when they have

not argued in front of their kids,”
ho saya. “The kids are anxious,

‘The advantage to arguing is that |

the kids learn that anger doecs
happen ond can bé resolved. The
couplo works together and negoti-
atea a compromise.”.

With many couplés and families
squeezed for time, people are less
accure, less certain about them-
solves, often leaving their self
esteem guffering.

“It makes it hard for people to
allow themselves to be vulnerable,”
Brun says. “Thoy are afraid if peo-

. plo get to know them, they won't

like them. So they show a public

face, ono thoy think is lovable.”
That can lead to love as’ an

obgeasion, possessiveness or love
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8a o way to provide a\lfestecm, he
says. *

“Differencea omerge along with o
cycle of conflict,” he says. “The
divorca rate in leveling at about 50
percent. But it isn't going down
cither, We're atill'in a kind of eri-

ais.” 5
For the Rov. Gere, an ounce o
provention can bo mast satisfying. <2

*“A couple of my biggest :uteesscﬂl-
were helping pcoplo know lhcy‘-
0

ST

tho rest of the community,

Next year, because of enrollment, there will be three
first-grade classes, Reams said,

In order to be cllxihlu for Lhe drawing, a parent or
guardian must register a child during the week of
March 3-7 at tho school. Highmendow {8 in the Holly
Hills subdivisioh, which is north of 12 Mxln, botween
Orchard Lake and Middlebolt ronds.

Applications will be taken 10 a.m. to 3:45 p.my. 'l'ur:s-
‘day Lhrough [-‘nday, March 3-7,

On rch 3, regl hours will be
extonded until 7 p‘m‘ fnllmvcd by an overview of the

. school’a program presonted by Highmeadow Reams
and staff,

Any person who is interested in thoe school or apply-
ing for tho lottery should attend the meeting, school
officials said.

Enrollment for Highmeadow is by lottery only. Only
thoeo applicatiohs received March 3-7 are oligible for
this year's draw.

Pledging to the city

Tho Farmington City Council hasn't turned
into a fraternity, but members are looking for a

few good pledgers.

Farmington Mayor Jo Anne McShane suggest-
ed that membors of tho Boy Scouts and Girl
Scouts troops, or similar organizations, could
lead the council in the Pledge of Alleginnce.

Studenta traditionally do tho honors at the
atart of l-‘nrmingmn Board of Education meet-
ingo. They receive "I led the pledge at the board

of education meeting” pens.

“Possibly, tho child might stay and see how
government works and feel invdlved by actively
taking part in the pledge,” McShane said.

Councilman Bill Hartaock hos a moro practical

reasan,

“One nation under God .

tificate by council.

at city hall.

FARMINGTON FOCUS

“Maybe they can tench us how to say it,” Hart-
sock said. “Thero is nlwuya this long pnunn after

McShane said she got the idea after appearing
before graups liko the Brownics and Girl Scouta.

Letters will be sent to local troops, asking
them to take port. They'll likely be given a cer-

Farmington City Council meetings take placa
8 p.m., the first and third Monday of the month

telecast.

Natlonal PR :

A Botsford General Hoapital program cnlled
“Let Them Play” took the national spotlight
Wednesday morning on n CBS’ “This Momning™;|

The after-achool prog'mm is aimed at helping: |
kids who aren't involved in team sports and are’
struggling to be healthy. It'a currently offered at!|
Walled Lake’s Hickory Wooda Elementary’
School. Botsford exercise physiologist Ed:
Pienkosz and family practitioner Stophen Gold-:
man, D.0., arc interviewed in the scgment. -

The program aims to thwart Michigan's high?]
percentages of overwoight (about 33 percent);]
and inactive (83 percont) children by promoting
the fun of exercise, gamea and free play to insgm-
- a lifelong appreciation of physical activity, ]




