THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1997

(A11-TRo)(OF)A13

Gift to OU
to benefit
Students

-Donnis Pawley, Chrysler
Corp. executive vice president
for manufacturing and an
Oakland University alumnus,
tecently enriched the lives of
QU students, faculty and staff
through his gift of $100,000 to
the Oakland University Foun-
dation.

A private, non-pml’nt corpo-
ration, the foundation is com-
prised of busi civic and

Medical examiner seeks infant death study

BY PAT MURPHY
STAFF WRITER

Two infants died recently in
QOakland County, a grim
reminder of the danger of posi-
tional asphyxia — a problem the
medical examiner anid needs
more attention and public
awarencss,

A T-week-old girl died Jon. 4,
in Hazel Park while sl

gist and medical examiner. But
it will take more awarencss on
the part of the medicnl communi-
ty and an cducational effort to
alert parents to the danger, he
said.

Dragovic isn't necessarily
against parents sleeping with
infants. He and his wife Jadran-

congulted.

In September, the rceults of
the study were presented at a
mecting of the National Associn-
tion of Mcdical Examiners by Dr.
Kanubhai Virani, chief deputy
medical examiner and a West
Bloomfield resident. They insist
positional usphyxm deatha are

ka, also a phy
slept with ench of thmr seven

too often d or under
reported leading to a general

ping
with her mother on a sofa.

Threo wecks carlier, a 3-
month-old boy dicd in Rochester
Hills while sleeping in a water
bed with his parents, who had
been celebrating their wedding
Tho father’s blood-

community leaders, OUF will
usp the donation to support
such areas as student scholar-
ghips, academic improvements
and technological advance-

ments.
The gilt Pawley's

nlcohol leve! was 0.19, according
to investigators, or nearly twice

the level at which a person is .

considercd legally drunk.
In cach case, autopsies were
performed, ond ‘both deaths were
d as accid The girl's

long-term gencrosity and
goodwill toward the university
as well as oxcitemont over
OU's growth and strategic. It
also demonstrates Pawley's
interest and faith in Oakland
and continues his unprece-
dented pattern of contribu-
tions of time and money,
according to OU President
Gary D. Russi.

“Dennis Pawley’s commit-

ment to Oakland and his
responsiveness to our needs
has been truly outstanding,”
Russi said. “Hia loyalty to our
university and belief in its
mission has been affirmed in
B0 many waya, The university
community is greatly in his
debt for all that he docs, His
generous gifts and decisions
atrengthen the institution and
ita mission to attract students,
help them learn and make
*| thieir experience here rich and
varied.”
..The Clarkston resident'’s
efforts have been reflected in
leadership roles with OU’s
Meadow Brook Theatre and
-| Meadow Brook Music Festival
as well as his support of OU
resenrch opportunities, faculty
and student internships, edu-
cational seminars, academic
onhunccmcnts, training, fund
raising and recruitment.
Among numerous relation-
ships, he has served as OUF
director, chair of the Meadow
Brook Exccutive Committee
‘| and is & current OU trustee.

Pawley, who carned a bach-
elor's degree in human
yesource development at Oak-
land in 1982, was named
Chrysler’s Top Manufacturing
Executive in 1991.
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death certificate lists poaltwnul
asphyxio™ as the cause of denth.
The boy's cites “positional/com-
pression asphyxin.”

Some positional asphyxia
deaths can be prevented, accord-
ing to Dr. Ljubisa J, Dragovie,
Oakland’s chief forensic patholo-

8, In some cul the
medical examiner said, parents
sleep with infants as part of
bonding.

But there's a danger, Dragovic -

said, Parents should be alerted
thot a deep sleep — particularly
when induced by alcohol, drugs,
nickness or fatigue — can lead to
tragedy.

Dragovic has been trying to
get that message to the general
public since n study conducted
by his office disclosed 22 posi-
tional asphyxin deaths in Oak-
land County from February
1992, through April 1996. The
study found thot 12 other infants
died from the same cause in five
other counties — Saginaw, Mon-
roe, Jockson, Livingston nnd
Sanilac — in which the Oakland
medicn! examiner’s office was
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about a serious prob-
lem.

Dragovic, Virani and their for-
mer collengue — Dr. Mark A.
Fischione, now a deputy medical -
examiner in Arizona — urged
their fellow medical cxaminera
to look for positional asphyxia as
part of their routine investiga-
tion of infant deaths,

Dragovic defined positional
asphyxia as death resulting from
obstruction of the airways
because of an entrapment posi-
tion of the body, with the weight
of the body being a critical factor
in itsclf, S compression

bedding, sofa cushions or other
soft materials,

* An infant might suffocate
after slipping between sofa cush-
ions or mattresses.

* An infant might die because

of “over lay,” that is, the body of

a parent, sibling or guordian is
on top of the baby, compressing
its nosc and mouth into the bed
and causing suffocation:

In one case, Dragovic said, the
baby fell asleep on a parent’s
cheat. The baby suffocated in the
parent’s armpit, he said.  +

Position asphyxin deaths have
always been around. But
Dragovic said too often they are
not diagnosed correctly, some-
times attributed to SIDs (Sud-
den Infant Deaths),

That view, however, is not uni-
versally accepted within the
medical cummumty and has

presentation (in Snptcmbcrl,

said Dr. James L. Frost, chief
deputy medical examiner:in
West Virginia. “I might differ on
some of his conclusions, but1
agree this ia a problem that
needs to be looked at and cnnsld-
ered.”

On Feb. 18 in New York — KIH
part ofa program entitled, “Pedis
atric Forensiés: Clmllcm,cs in
Child Abuse and Neglect,”
there will be n discussion on
infont positional asphyxin. -

Frost agrees medical examin-
ers should be open to the poasi-
bility that — ns Dragovic and his
Oakland colleagues insist —
positional asphyxin denths are
more common than previously
acknowledged.

The physician said he is aléo
open to the necd to change the
way infant deaths are routinely
investigated by police,
par ics or others medical

prompted some
of the National

Thu p
tation of Medical E:

from outside the body — another
body or object — adds weight
pressure to the entrapment con-
ditiona, he said.

Some examples:

* An infant might suffocate in
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ers (N.A.M.E.), for example,
agrees positional asphyxia
deaths may be under reported.
But he docan’t necessarily have
the same perspective.

“I heard Drag's (Dragovic's)
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’l‘ho only way to accurntcly
if a death is

nsphyxm‘ the phymcmn said, is
to carefully examination the
death scene as well as an autop-
8y,
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