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Officials say road aid plans
fall short of Oakland’s need

Seminars help in goal setting:

*Building sell-esteem; clnrii'y-

Onklend Community College's

l 1 vocational/occupational, and
Transitions seminara are frec

8Y TODD WICKS
STAY? WHITER

According to some Cakland
County road officials, Gover-
nor John Engler’s road repair
plans for 1997-98 are as cffec-
tive as Band-aids for o
headache.

In his State of the State
address inst week, Engler pro-
posed spending about $400
million on state and local
roads and bridges in the next
two years. He also revealed
plans to seck $200 millien
from the federal government
to continue improvements.

On Thursday Engler is
expected to propose spending
another $43 willion on state
roads, drawn from department
savings in the general fund: -

County road officials cer-
tainly appreciate the help, but
some believe that the gover-
nor's plans aren’t nearly
enovgh.

“I've got about $1.5 billion
(worth) of necds out there,”
said Brent Bair, managing
dircctor and secretary/clerk of
the Road Commission of Onk-
land County. “Reconstruction
of exiating ronds, the paving of
roads, widening roads to han-
dle congestion. . . We've been
underfunded for decades, and
you just can't solve the prob-
lem with a few miilion here
and a fow million there.”

According to Bair, such
funds won't do much to allevi-
ate the county's worsening

pothote problem.

“They're showing up more
and more, because the pave-
ment is gotting old and crack~
ing,” ho said. “Tho frequency of
the freeze and thaw makes it
worae. It would be best for us
if overything froze Dec. 1 and
thawed April 1. You have
something-like that further
north, and that's why their
ronds hold up longer, But they
also don't have the traffic wo

do.”

He said it's too early to tell if
the road commission will have .
any funds left over after this
winter to make its own
improvements.

“We atill have two of our
worst months ahead of us,” he
noted. “Wo were in the red last

winter.”

The $200 million Engler
hopes to receive from the gov-
ernment would come from
incrensed returns on Michigan
residents’ federal*gas taxcs,
Ron DeCook, deputy director
of the County Road Associa-
tion of Michigan, doubts that
idea will become a reality.

“Depending on the federal
government to bail the state
out, I don't think we can
expect much from that,” he
anid. “But welll work with the
governor and Legislature to
find a long-term solution,”

DeCook nated that the addi-
tional millions Engler is allot-
ting for improvements next
year is actually the amount

usually spent each year.

“Realistically, (these funds)
will make very little diffor-
ence,” he snid. “It's a help, but
it's not a solution. The public
will continue to see doteriora-
tion in the entire transporta-
tion system 'because this is.
just not enough.”

But Robin Pannecouk,
gpokosperson for the Michigan
Department of Transportation
(MDOT), praised Engler. “This
is a definito demonstration of
commitment on the part of the
governor,” she said. “I'ypically,
general fund monoy is not allo-
cated for transportation.”

Because many of the funds
are for the 1988 fiscal year,
Pannccouk said it is too carly
to determine which roads in
Oaokland County will be
improved.

If the governor announces a
$43 ‘million proposnl Thursday
as expected, it will eventually
go before the state Legislature.

Although he praised the gov-
ernor for recognizing the roads
problem and being open to
ideas, DeCook disagreed with
this latest proposal.

“That's taxpayer money from
the entire stato,” he. said.
“You're picking winners and
losers na to what rondsa are
going to get fixed, not based on
priority.

“That money should be
shared in the system, not just
for state roads.”

Senior adults get OCC courses at discount

Pick up a new skill this winter
-— such as message therapy,
birdscaping, papermaking, in-
line skating, getting your real
estate license — through a non-
credit class at Oakland Commu-
nity College. !

The college’s Highlond Lakes

Compus Winter community edu-
cation course brochure is avail-
able now.

For your free copy, call (810)
360-3186 or (810) 360-3082.

Classes begin the week of

March 5. Registration can be
completed by mail, fax or in-per-
son. Senior citizens reccive o 20
percent discount on all classes.

0oCC's l-iighlnnd Lakes Com-
pus ia located at 7350 Cooley
Lake Road in Waterford.

Set their hearts aflutter in
Birmingham

gift. That’s why the merchants of Do

offer the perfect gift: The Birminghal

Give a gift that's problem-free!. Every

redeemable at over 250 of Birmingham s

and businesses. Let ‘e pick that new dress,
'CD, gét d manicurs, or massage. Th

e.priore you Il like the gift

s
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iork of art, or that
ﬁaﬂ/er they are to
rertificate.

Birhingham Gift Certificate, simply stop by the
nt-Bloomficld Chamber of Commerce office.

§ (810).644-1700 to. 01101 by phone.

/oyee gift

Stack up! If you

six-nession weekly programs
offering advice to adulta think-
ing about their futures. Partici-
pants will examine personal,
academic and career goals, and
identify the methods for achieve
ing their objectives with the help
of counseling professionals. Top-t
ics to be covered include:
«Effective strategies to man-

ing valucs; boosting your confi-
dence level; enhancing your deci-
sion making ability; making pro-
ductive life decisions

«How to balance family,
school, work and other responsi-
bilities

sTime management

»Assertiveness training

*Gonl setting and life long
plurrx‘ning

ngo and overcome lifo chall

career,

. Auburn Hilla Campus at 290

cducationn] options and altern:
tives z
Sessions arc held at OCC's

Fentherstone Road. The closs
mects 6-8:30 p.m. Thursdayd
March 6-April 10. Admission
free, however advance regist:
tion ia required. Participa;
must also meet income cligibill
requirements, Call (810) 34!
6802 for information,

MICHIGAN STATE

UN

IVERSITY

MBA Program
in Integrative
Management

« Focus areas in cross-fi

The Weekend MBA Program

Information Sessions, 6:00-7:30 p.m.

Feb. 10 Grand Rapids MSU-West, Commerce Building
Lyon & Divislon, Suite 110

Feb. 12 Novi MSU Tollgate Conference Center
Myers Executive Boardroom ,
Meadowbrook Road & 12 Mite -

Feb. 13 East Lansing The Eli Broad College of Business
N106 Business Complex

Information Session, 10 a.m.-noon

Feb, 15 East Lansing Kellogg Center Vista Room
South Harrison Road

« A 17-month format for working managers on Friday evenings and
Saturdays at MSU's East Lansing campus

ive lum: short

ional or healthcare
team-based, interdisciplinary

“The €l Broad
Graduate School.
-of Management "’

is on g courses with

« Does not requlre prior college business education
For reservations and program information:

Phone: 1-800-PiM-MSU-1; E-mail: pim@pilot.msu.edu
http://www.bus.msu.edu/grad/pim.htm

MSU & an offiamative action/equal opportunity insiitution
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EVERYDAY LOW PRICES!

-~ ORIG.
180.99

DYHASTAR
MONDIAL3
SKIS

BT run e 1oy 230-0100
CLINTON TOWXSHIP » ($10) 791-8400)
LIVONIA #{313) 522-2750

MADISON KEIGHTS » (810) 523-0133
WATERFORD » {$10) 738-5020
UTEA« (810) 2548650

DEARBORN » (313} 330-682

TAYLOR  (313) 374-0505

Sk ot available at our Clinton Township,
Dearbom, Taylor and Funt stores.
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